Selected Readings on Responsible Citizenship

Talking About Race and Racism

Delgado, Richard and Jean Stefancic. Critical Race Theory: An Introduction. New York:
New York University Press, 2017.

DiAngelo, Robin and Michael Eric Dyson. White Fragility: Why it’s So Hard for White
People to Talk about Racism. New York: Beacon, 2018.

Gomez, Laura. Inventing Latinos: A New Story of American Racism. New York: The
New Press, 2020.

Kendi, Ibram X. How to be an Anti-Racist. New York: One World, 2019.

Kendi, Ibram X. Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in
America. New York: Bold Type Books, 2016.

Kuhn, David Paul. The Hardhat Riot: Nixon, New York City, and the Dawn of the White
Working-Class Revolution. New York: Oxford University Press, 2020.

McGhee, Heather. The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can
Prosper Together. New York: One World, 2021.

Metzl, Jonathan. Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of Racial Resentment is Killing
America’s Heartland. New York: Basic Books, 2019.

Oluo, ljeoma. So You Want to Talk About Race. New York: Seal Press, 2019.

Rothstein, Richard. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government
Segregated America. New York: Liveright, 2018.

Smith, Clint. How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across
America. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2021.

Wilkerson, Isabel. Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. New York: Random House,
2020.

Considering Gendered Identities

Cassino, Dan and Yasemin Besen-Cassino. Gender Threat: American Masculinity in the
Face of Change. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2021.

Mackay, Finn. Female Masculinities and the Gender Wars: The Politics of Sex. London:
I.B. Taurus, 2021.



Stryker, Susan. Transgender History: The Roots of Today’s Revolution. New York: Seal
Press, 2017.

Class Consciousness and Labor Activism

Dray, Philip. There is Power in a Union: The Epic Story of Labor in America. New York:
Doubleday, 2010.

Greenhouse, Steven. Beaten Down, Worked Up: The Past, Present, and Future of
American Labor. New York: Anchor, 2020.

Loomis, Erik. A History of America in Ten Strikes. New York: The New Press, 2018.

McAlevey, Jane. A Collective Bargain: Unions, Organizing, and the Fight for
Democracy. New York: Ecco, 2020.

Murolo, Priscilla & A.B. Chitty. From the Folks Who Brought You the Weekend: An
[llustrated History of Labor in the United States. New York: The New Press,
2018.

Indigenous Stories

Blansett, Kent. A Journey to Freedom: Richard Oakes, Alcatraz, and the Red Power
Movement. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2020.

Deloria, Philip J. Becoming Mary Sully: Toward an American Indian Abstract. Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 2019.

Treuer, David. The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native America from 1890 to the
Present. New York: Riverhead Books, 2019.

Ethnicity and Nativism

Lee, Erika. America for Americans: A History of Xenophobia in the United States. New
York: Basic Books, 2021.

Lee, Erika. The Making of Asian America: A History. New York: Simon & Schuster,
2016.

Pitti, Stephen J. The Devil in Silicon Valley: Northern California, Race, and Mexican
Americans. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004.

Ecology and Environmentalism

Allitt, Patrick. A Climate of Crisis: America in the Age of Environmentalism. New York:
Penguin Books, 2015.



Ariza, Mario Alejandro. Disposable City: Miami’s Future on the Shores of Climate
Catastrophe. New York: Bold Type Books, 2020.

Kolbert, Elizabeth. Under a White Sky: The Nature of the Future. New York: Crown,
2021.

Woodhouse, Keith Makoto. Ecocentrists: A History of Radical Environmentalism. New
York: Columbia University Press, 2018.

The Power of Personal Tales

Coates, Ta-Nehisi. Between the World and Me. New York: One World, 2015.
Cooper, Britany. Eloguent Rage. New York: Picador, 20109.
Gordon-Reed, Annette. On Juneteenth. New York: Liveright, 2021.

Heumann, Judith. Being Heumann: An Unrepentant Memoir of a Disability Rights
Activist. New York: Beacon Press, 2020.

Noah, Trevor. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood. New York: One
World, 2016.

Mass Incarceration in America

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness. New York: The New Press, 2020.

Hinton, Elizabeth. From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime: The Making of Mass
Incarceration in America. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2017.

Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. New York: Spiegel &
Grau, 2014.

Thompson, Heather Ann. Blood in the Water: The Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its
Legacy. New York: Vintage, 2017.

The Promises and Limits of Protest

Abrams, Stacey. Our Time is Now: Power, Purpose, and the Fight for a Fair America.
New York: Picador, 2021.

Boggs, Grace Lee. The Next American Revolution: Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-
First Century. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012.



Hinton, Elizabeth. America on Fire: The Untold History of Police Violence and Black
Rebellion Since the 1960s. New York: Liveright, 2021.

Gillion, Daniel Q. The Loud Minority: Why Protests Matter in American Democracy.
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2020.

McGirr, Lisa. Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2002.

Tisby, Jemar. How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the Journey Toward
Racial Justice. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Reflective, 2021.



