
It has been a privilege to work with students who truly 

embody what Skidmore values: passionate engagement 

with learning, hunger to know, discipline,  dedication, 

sheer hard work and commitment to making the ideas you 

explore matter in the world.  You are a credit to 

Skidmore. Skidmore is enriched for educating you and 

enhanced by having you as alumni. Welcome to the 

Skidmore Alumni community. 

On May 22, 2010, Skidmore Collegeôs 
99th Commencement ceremonies hon-
ored 665 graduates, including 34 from 
the University Without Walls. Kristine 
Reynolds, UWW ó10, gave the Call to 
Celebration. Following the ceremony, 
UWW hosted its traditional luncheon 
for graduates, families, and faculty. 
Guests came from as far away as Anti-
gua, Mexico, Puerto Rico and Wash-
ington State and as nearby as Sara-
toga Springs, Albany, and Ballston 
Spa.  After the Skidmore Dining Ser-
vicesô usual delicious buffet, UWW 
Director Deborah Meyers recognized 
the achievements of each graduate 
and the extraordinary passage each 
had just completed: 

ñYou are here at the end of a journey 
begun not just four years ago, but six 

or ten or twenty ï or forty years ago.  
For most of you, this has been a jour-
ney begun with early college study 
punctuated by work experience and 
accomplishments, family obligations ï 
to parents, children, extended family, 
obligations to friends and responsibili-
ties to community.  Itôs this rich tapestry 
you bring to your encounter with liberal 
arts ideas at Skidmore.  You come 
hungry to know, with sophisticated 
experience against which to test and 
interrogate liberal arts ideas and to 
understand them. Positioned in the 
world as teachers, artists, administra-
tors, writers, human service workers, 
and business executives é you can 
put ideas into effect in the world.ò 
 

Quoting from UWW graduate Dorothy 
Holland, she concluded: ñIt is an ex-

traordinary thing to complete a college 
degree as a young person, but there is 
a SWEET SECRET é and that is the 
reward that comes to those who come 
to liberal arts learning later in life.ò 

UWW Alumni Representative Karen 
Hess, who was ending her term in of-
fice, described graduatesô continuing 
relationship with Skidmore and re-
minded them to click on ñalumni,ò not 
ñstudents,ò when visiting the UWW 
website.  She also introduced incoming 
Representative Liz Heonis. Deborah 
Meyers honored Sally Stebbins, 
UWWôs Assistant Director, Academic 
Advisor for 19 years and founding di-
rector and academic coordinator of 
UWWôs course offerings (See 
ñFarewell to Sally,ò p. 15).  
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Nancy Adams 

Clifton Park, New York 

B.A. English 

Faculty Advisor:  
Catherine Golden 

Previous Learning:   
Fisher College; Leeward 
Community College;  
Three Rivers Community 
College; Chabot College; 
University of California at 
Berkeley; Mills College 

Final Project: Victorian History as Reflected in 
Selected Literary Works: Life Choices for Women 
in the Novels of Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte, 

and Anne Bronte  

After attending Skidmore as a residential student in 
the late 1970s, Nancy returned to the College through 
UWW.  In the meantime, Nancy had started her own 
word processing business, become a technical desk-
top publisher, and eventually worked on project pro-
posals for cellular installations in many countries. As a 
technical writer, she collaborates with an international 
team of writers to create extensive technical instruc-
tions on the use of software products.  Her professors 
at UWW highlighted her sensitivity to language, char-
acter and theme and called her an admirable and 
committed student who made her points with a combi-
nation of humility and forthrightness. One instructor 
said she wrote ñthe most distinguished paperò of the 
semester. Her final project examined middle class 
womenôs choices in the Victorian era. Organized into 
chapters on womenôs need to marry, the spinster, the 
matriarch and the widow, it showed how writings of 
Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte and Anne Bronte re-
flected the culture and history of the time and pro-
vided a view into and commentary about Victorian 
womenôs lives.  Nancy joins her aunt as a Skidmore 
graduate. 

Winston Ainsworth   

St Johnsonôs Village,  
St. Johns 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Science  
and Education 

Faculty Advisor:  
Una Bray 

Previous Learning:  
Cyril Potter College of 
Education (Jamaica); 

Church Teacherôs College (Guyana) 

Final Project: A Pragmatic Approach to the  

Teaching of Mathematics (Pass with distinction)  

All UWW students show great resolve as they pursue 
their education while juggling career and family re-
sponsibilities, but Winstonôs perseverance was ex-
traordinary. Winston taught mathematics and science 
in Jamaica and Guyana before, he says, ñMy adven-
turous nature and quest to broaden the horizon of my 
experiences led me to migrate to the beautiful islands 
of Antigua and Barbuda.ò  He now teaches Integrated 
Science and Physics at a secondary school in Anti-
gua.     Challenged by students who exhibit math pho-
bia and math avoidance, Winston developed a num-
ber of strategies to help his students succeed in and 
even enjoy mathematics. His final project gave him 
the opportunity to explore these topics further, to 
study cutting edge approaches to teaching mathemat-
ics in secondary school, and to apply these ap-
proaches to his own students. His faculty advisor 
wrote, ñHis enthusiasm is so great that he may 
change the approach to mathematics in the entire 
education system,ò and his second assessor added, 
ñHis lesson plans demonstrate an understanding of 
core concepts of sound pedagogy and differentiated 
instruction.ò 

Jayne A. Bailie 

North Wales, Pennsylvania 

B.S. Communications 

Faculty Advisor: Laura Paul 

Previous Learning: Bucks County Community College; 
University of Maine-Augusta; St. Josephôs University; 
Arcadia University; Montgomery County Community 
College 

Final Project: The Impact of New Media on Politics 

and Citizen Engagement.  

Jayne wrote in her UWW application: ñMy educational 
and occupational histories have been about search-
ing.ò A Supply Systems Analyst with the Department 
of the Navy, Jayne needed a bachelorôs degree to 
qualify for her goals of earning an MBA and becoming 
a country program manager in the Department of De-
fense International Programs Directorate (which as-
sists U.S. allies, partners, and friends through such 
programs as military sales, leases and grants, and 
training and education). She has worked as supply 
and logistics liaison for the Royal Australian Air Force, 
the Turkish Navy and the British Embassy. Her com-
munications focus at UWW, which included compo-
nents of writing, business and technology, built on her 
rich experience and her English major and  also 
served her future needs.  Her final project addressed 
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the impact of cutting edge information and communica-
tion technologies on the political process, in particular 
during the 2008 presidential campaign, and the possi-
bilities offered by these new technologies for more ac-
tive citizen engagement. 

Wesley Blades 

Philadelphia,  
Pennsylvania 

B.S. Human Services 

Faculty Advisor:  
Peter McCarthy 

Previous Learning:  
Montgomery County  
Community College;  
Temple University 

Final Project: Urban Food Justice  

Wesley began her baccalaureate program on the 
Skidmore campus. Moving back to Philadelphia, she 
worked with Skidmore faculty while taking courses at 
Temple University. She became passionately inter-
ested in urban food justice and why low-income people 
do not have access to healthful, fresh, affordable food.  
In Philadelphia, she volunteered for Philabundance, a 
non-profit that provides free fresh vegetables to the 
needy, and for the Fair Food Farm Stand, which carries 
a variety of products from organic and sustainable 
farms. Her final project integrated her studies and ex-
perience as she examined diet-related health issues 
among lower-income people, evaluated government 
and non-government programs intended to address 
these issues, and designed a pilot program to offer a 
solution to the problem.  Wesley also carried a full load 
of courses, stretched herself with challenging courses 
in Math and Science (she wrote, ñI never thought I 
could do math, but apparently I proved myself wrongò), 
and enjoyed the creative experience of visual problem 
solving in ceramics courses. She joins her sister and 
twin brother as Skidmore graduates. 

Sam Lewis Bowman 

Lummi Island, Washington 

B.S. Studio Art 

Faculty Advisor:  
John Cunningham 

Previous Learning:  
Western New England  
College, Adirondack  
Community College,  
Whatcom Community  
College 

Final Project: Lummi Is-

land Artist Studio Tour (Pass with distinction)  

Sam wrote, ñI have always felt and always will feel that 
the world is an enormous place and it is a noble goal to 
learn everything about it that a person can.ò    He be-
gan his college career as an engineering student at 
Western New England. However, sculpture courses at 
Skidmore College changed his direction and the form 
in which he constructs from engineering to sculpture. 
John Cunningham, Samôs professor of elementary and 
advanced sculpture, sent Sam to UWW, where he was 
able to take studio art courses with Skidmore profes-
sors. For his final project, a show on San Juan Islands 
off the Washington State coast, Samôs sculptural forms 
involved the interplay of location, technique and materi-
als. He explained, ñThe forms and sculptural ideas 
which Iôm most interested in are related to abstract 
communications and being able to convey a thought or 
feeling through the use of shapes and space.ò  His 
work received high praise from his assessors, who 
called his sculpture ñmore substantive by far than what 
we usually see in student workò and characterized his 
process as displaying an ñinventive and sometimes 
outrageously enthusiastic relationship to his materials.ò 

Karen Joanne Browne 

St. Johnôs 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education 

Faculty Advisor: Donna Brent 

Previous Learning: Antigua State College; University of 
York 

Final Project: Promoting Literacy Through  
Centres; Establishing a Literacy Centre at the Glan-
villes Junior Secondary School  

(Pass with distinction)  

Karen wanted to be a teacher ñfrom as far as I can 
remember.ò   With her first class of remedial pupils, 
aged 13-15, she found it ñan eye-opener to see the 
poor level of literacy among this group.ò  She acquired 
a specialty in dyslexia and literacy (and aspires to write 
childrenôs books). She served for a year as Vice Presi-
dent of The Antigua and Barbuda Centre for Dyslexia 
Awareness and did postgraduate work in dyslexia and 
literacy through the University of York. Now she works 
with teachers among three primary schools to address 
literacy difficulties. Her aspiration is to ñbecome a lead-
ing Reading Specialist in my country and éto train é 
able individuals who are just as enthusiastic as I 
amé.ò Her final project should go a long way in that 
direction. It presented her research on best practices 
for establishing a literacy centre, her interviews with 
teachers, students and the principal to ascertain her 
schoolôs needs, and an evaluation of  the literacy cen-
tre she established at her school. One assessor wrote, 
ñShe set up a literacy center that will be a model for the 
community.ò 



Page 4 UWW 2010 Graduates 

Contód next page 

Janet Butler  

Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts 

B.S. Human Services Administration 

Faculty Advisor: Peter McCarthy 

Previous Learning: Boston State College;  
University of Massachusetts, Boston; Cape Cod  
Community College; University of Wisconsin,  
Madison; University of Massachusetts, Amherst;  
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth 

Final Project: When is it My Life? A Review of the 
Residential Support System for Individuals with 
Intellectual Disabilities in the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts  

Beginning her career in developmental disabilities at 
the age of 16 as a caregiver at a large institution, 
Janet became an LPN and then an RN and worked in 
the health system in different roles. She eventually 
became founding Executive Director of Community 
Systems, Inc of Massachusetts. Under her leadership, 
this multi-state provider of residential facilities for peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities has grown exponen-
tially  from 8 to 225 clients, with a corresponding in-
crease in staff and budget. She was also instrumental 
in creating ñThe Gift of Dance,ò which provides chil-
drenôs scholarships for dance competitions throughout 
the US. With a demanding career, Janet waited until 
her youngest child graduated from high school before 
she returned to her deferred goal of a bachelorôs de-
gree.   Her final project grew out of her ñdeep commit-
ment to helping people with intellectual disabilities find 
happiness and meaning in their livesò and her 38 
years of experience, in which she saw an evolution in 
the field of developmental disability from a caregiver 
philosophy to a support philosophy.  The project 
evaluated the shift from congregate settings to individ-
ual support and analyzed changes necessary to facili-
tate such a shift in Massachusetts. 

Susan Fleshman 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

B.A. Humanities/Writing 

Faculty Advisor: Jay Rogoff 

Previous Learning:  
Corcoran College of Art; Salem State College; Cam-
den County College; Montgomery County Community 
College; Temple University, 

Final Project: ñDegrees of Submersionò  

(Pass with distinction)  

An editor, Susan transferred to UWW from Temple 
University because she preferred an interdisciplinary 
program combining literature, history and creative 
writing. Susan had a passion for the stories that old 

things tell.  Describing three years in Germany with 
her family in the late 1960s, she wrote: ñMy earliest 
memories are of very old 
things, and my earliest sor-
rows were for time passing 
and people disappearing and 
places having been forgot-
ten.ò   In an antique store in 
Philadelphia, she found a 
box of photographs, 
scrawled over with German 
names, and traced it to a 
Jewish family that emigrated 
from Germany in the 1930s.  
Her final project was an es-
say and poetry inspired by 
the photographs. Her faculty 
advisor called the essay one of the finest of its kind 
that he has read and observed, ñThe poetry é is quite 
beautifuléof publishable qualityé.theéessay that 
contextualizes the materialé is a work of art in itself.ò   
Her other assessor was moved ñto see you deal so 
carefully, so respectfully and so powerfully with these 
ordinary German Jews and their stories. In a sense é 
you rescued themé although é no rescue is com-
plete and that is part of the humility we bring to 
theseétasks.ò 

Brian Fletcher 

Kenmore, Washington 

B.A. Communications 

Faculty Advisor: Carolyn Anderson 

Previous Learning: Bellevue Community College; 
Shoreline Community College 

Final Project: Conversations on Good Teaching 
with Dr. Robert Schultz (A Video Documentary 

Series)  

One of Brianôs references described him as ñthe most 
professional person with whom I have ever worked.ò A 
professor, seeing that same quality, wrote: ñThe ma-
turity, commitment and sense of purpose he brought 
to the course was a crucial factor in modeling for the 
younger students what a commitment to learning is all 
about.ò As with many UWW students, Brianôs profes-
sional opportunities kept him from actively pursuing 
his educational goals earlier. Previously Director of 
the Media Center and currently Director of Information 
Technology at the University of Washington, Bothell, 
Brian was praised as ñthe central force behind inte-
grating media and technology in the interdisciplinary 
curriculums of UWôs new campus at Bothell.ò  Since 
high school, he has combined the creative and the 
technical and continues to act and participate in many 
aspects of theater production in the Seattle area. 
Choosing a final project that would combine his crea-
tive, analytical, organizational and technical skills, he 
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produced a 14-part video documentary series entitled, 
ñConversations on Good Teaching.ò  His assessors 
called it ña very well planned and executed project 
done in a creative manner. The questions and an-
swers were thought provoking and showed each of 
the professors being his or her ótrue self.ôò 

Carlos Flores 

Bellavista Satélite, Tlalnepantla Estado de Mexico/
Albany, New York 

B.S. Management and Business 

Faculty Advisor: Paul Calhoun 

Previous Learning: Universidad Tecnologica de Mex-
ico; Berkshire Community College 

Final project: Latin American Market Study on 

Silicone Sealants & Adhesives  

On graduation from high school, Carlos briefly consid-
ered an acting career, but a banking job revealed his 
natural aptitude for business. Fifteen yearsô experi-
ence followed with General Electric and its spinoff 
Momentive Performance Materials. Carlos was Mo-
mentiveôs Country Manager in Mexico and largely 
responsible for its creation as a legal entity there. At 
UWW Carlos received credit for much of his business 
experience, including General Electricôs rigorous train-
ing program, Six Sigma, and a 9 month program in 
senior management at the internationally renowned 
Instituto Panamericano de Alta Direccion de Empresa 
(IPADE) in Mexico. He also accumulated natural sci-
ence experience through his training at General Elec-
tric in Water Cooling, Desalination and Reverse Os-
mosis. At Skidmore he found relevance to his profes-
sion in courses as diverse as Assessment, New Ap-
proaches to Teaching, and The Human Experience of 
Exile. His final project analyzed the consumer market 
for silicone sealants and adhesives in Latin America. 
Carlos was unable to come to Commencement be-
cause he was occupied in moving his family from 
Mexico to Albany so that he could take a position with 
Momentive Performance Materials as Global Market-
ing Director for Release Coatings and Pressure Sensi-
tive Adhesives. 

Maya Ginsberg 

San Diego, California 

B.A. Music 

Faculty Advisor: Lewis Rosengarten 

Previous Learning: University of Oregon; Mira Costa 
College 

Final Project: Lessons From the Masters:  
A Comparison of the Pedagogy of Leopold Auer, 

Carl Flesch, and Ivan Galamian  

Maya comes from a long line of Russian musicians 
and plays a violin that belonged to her great aunt.  
Member of the North Coast Symphony Orchestra in 
California and President of its Board of Directors, 
Maya is also principal violinist in two chamber groups 
and plays in bands that perform and record music of 
various styles. Her violin students range from 4 to 70 
years old and she is a violin coach at Mt. Carmel High 
School. Maya wrote, ñMy educational experience [at]
é University Without Walls has made me more disci-
plined and reaffirmed my love for the pursuit of knowl-
edgeé. it has also given me inspiration to pursue a 
graduate degree in Musicology with the hope of inspir-
ing others as a teacher in the same way I have been 
inspired.ò Her final project compares the pedagogy of 
three iconic 20th century violin teachers and includes a 
brief history of violin treatises. Maya hoped to rein-
vigorate her own teaching and to create a tool for 
other teachers and students. Her faculty advisor wrote 
that the project ñbrought together her coursework and 
experience as a violin teacher in the best UWW tradi-
tion.ò 

Gabriella Gordon 

Santa Monica, California/Israel 

B.A. Jewish Studies 

Faculty Advisor: Linda Motzkin 

Previous Learning: Barnard College,  
Columbia University; American Jewish University 

Final Project: Maccabean Strength or Divine  
Intervention: An Analysis of the Varying Ways 
Hanukkah has been Interpreted in the US and  

Israel (Pass with distinction)  

Gabriella began her higher education at Columbia, 
where she was able to pursue her interests in acting 
and directing. Working as head of the drama program 
at a Jewish camp during the following summer, she 
realized she had three passions: theatre, working with 
children, and Judaism. She volunteered in Israel, 
where she taught English, worked with 16-year-old 
girls in discussions of womenôs issues, met the man 
she would marry, and. decided to make Israel her 
home. She hopes to change the way English is taught 
in Israel and has applied to an MA program in TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) 
at Tel Aviv University. Her final project gave religious 
and historical context to the holiday of Hanukkah and  
compared observances of the holiday in modern Israel 
and the United States. It examined ñhow distinct fac-
tors that have shaped American Jewish identity 
(assimilation as key) as opposed to Israeli Jewish 
identity (pioneer mentality) come into play in what is 
emphasized in the story and its celebration.ò 
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Esther Gregory 

St. Johnôs 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education with Emphasis on Counseling/
Guidance and Educational Psychology 

Faculty Advisor: Donna Brent 

Previous Learning: Antigua State College 

Final Project: Teenage Pregnancy: Best Practices 
for Helping Pregnant Girls and Teenage Mothers 
Stay in School to Continue Their Education in  

Antigua (Pass with distinction).  

An experienced teacher at Antigua Girlsô High, one of 
the foremost schools in Antigua, Esther is particularly 
interested in guidance, counseling, and educational 
psychology. Esther credits her UWW program with 
providing her ñwith the necessary knowledge, instruc-
tional/teaching skills and heightened professional atti-
tude that I need to expand my teaching abilitiesé.ò At 
UWW Esther performed at a high level; an instructor 
wrote: ñWell, you have succeeded in earning a third 
A+ é from someone who rarely gives an A+ except 
for outstanding work that is thoughtful, analytical and 
demonstrates advanced conceptual understanding.ò 
Another instructor commented, ñThis student is a 
workhorse.ò Estherôs final project, which investigated 
best practices for helping pregnant girls and teenage 
mothers to stay in school, was inspired by the notice-
able increases she had observed in teenage preg-
nancy and consequent school dropouts. After discuss-
ing the psychological, emotional, physical and socio-
economic effects of pregnancy and motherhood on 
teenage girls, she examined effective programs for 
ensuring that these girls remain in school and made 
recommendations for Antiguan schools.  Her faculty 
advisor wrote: ñShe éthoroughly covered the solu-
tions to the problems on Antigua. é This is a very 
important topic.ò 

Jocelyn Henry-Adams 

St. Peterôs 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education 

Faculty Advisor: Donna Brent 

Previous Learning: Antigua State College; The Mico 
College (Jamaica, W.I.) (also trained as a nurse and 
had additional credits not counted into her UWW  
program) 

Final Project: A Survey to Discover the Best  
Practices to Be Used in Government Elementary 
Schools in Antigua and Barbuda to Teach  

Students who are Blind and Visually Impaired.  

Jocelyn came to UWW with twenty-two yearsô experi-
ence as a teacher of special needs students, as well 
as training as a nurse. She felt she needed additional 
education to help her students, their parents/
guardians and other teachers. This goal was met 
when she took New Approaches to Teaching with 
Joyce Rubin, which provided her with ñnew and differ-
ent strategies,ò and Teaching the Exceptional Child 
with Donna Brent, the course that Jocelyn had been 
ñwaiting impatiently to beginò and that was ñone of the 
main reasons I decided to pursue a degree.ò Like 
many UWW students, she learned to navigate her 
way around the computer with the help of her teen-
aged son. Jocelyn currently teaches at Antiguaôs Unit 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired at the T.N. Kirnon 
School in St. Johns. However, most blind and visually 
impaired students in Antigua attend  regular schools 
where teachers have not been trained to address their 
needs. Jocelynôs final project researched the best 
practices to empower blind and visually impaired stu-
dents in the classroom; used interviews and question-
aires to discover current practices in Antigua; made 
recommendations; and created guidelines, including 
lesson plans with specific strategies. Her assessor 
said that the project ñcontained many valuable sug-
gestions.ò 

George Imhoff 

Swetes Village, Saint Paulôs 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.A. Interdisciplinary Studies in Rural Life and  
Community 

Faculty Advisors: Philip Hardy/Christopher Whann 

Previous Learning: Lilian Dewar College of Education 
(Guyana); Guyana School of Agriculture 

Final Project: An investigation into whether the 
centralization of Carnival impacted culture and 
identity in three villages after 50 years  

(Pass with distinction).  

Originally from Guyana, George became senior agri-
cultural science teacher at Princess Margaret Secon-
dary School in Antigua.  After electing early retirement 
in 2007, he became Vice Principal at the St. Johnôs 
Catholic Primary School in 2009. He and his wife are 
also volunteer administrators in a home for abused 
girls. His teachers described him as someone who 
ñtruly relishes a good debateò and praised his thought-
ful, well researched analysis that identified overarch-
ing themes. One professor suggested that George 
revise a course paper for possible publication.   
Georgeôs final project was inspired by his interest in 
the quality of village life before the centralization of 
Carnival in St. Johnôs in 1957.   He presented a litera-
ture review on community theory, did original inter-
views with citizens who remembered village life before 
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1957, and tested his hypothesis that Carnival contrib-
uted to cultural death and loss of identity in Antiguan 
villages. His conclusion was mixed.    An assessor 
wrote:   ñGeorge Imhoff's writing and research is 
splendid, interesting and important. It certainly passes 
the bar for graduation and could have for an MA de-
gree tooé. It combines social responsibility with the 
wisdom gleaned from patient scholarship and care for 
the quality of life in Antigua.ò 

Farida Isaac-Carr 

St. Johnôs 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Human Services 

Faculty advisor:  
Peter McCarthy 

Previous Learning: Anti-
gua State College; Hum-
berside Collegiate Institute 
(Toronto) 

Final Project: Antigua 
and Barbudaôs Public  
Sector Response to Child Sexual Abuse:  

A Comparative Study  

In high school, Farida knew that she wanted to be a 
social worker. After a slight detour with a diploma in 
Business Studies from Antigua State College, Farida 
completed the Social Services Worker program at 
Humber College, Toronto. Her work as a Welfare Offi-
cer in the Child Protection Field for Antiguaôs Ministry 
of Health and Social Transformation has given her a 
thorough understanding of the issues of child sexual 
abuse. She also writes a column on child sexual 
abuse for The Daily Observer in Antigua. As if this 
were not enough, Farida produced a successful pro-
posal for funding to coordinate a Foundational Liter-
acy program to tutor adults in basic literacy. At UWW 
faculty called her a voracious reader and a profound 
and compassionate thinker. For her final project, she 
compared public sector response to child sexual 
abuse in Antigua and Barbuda with that in Toronto 
and assessed both systems. Because of the dearth of 
secondary information in Antigua, Farida did extensive 
interviews to compile the information she needed.   
Her thoughtful critique drew on the integrative ap-
proach of Systems Theory. 

Melanie Kirk Stauffer 

University Place, Washington 

B.S. Dance 

Faculty Advisor: Mary DiSanto Rose 

Previous Learning: Western Washington University; 
Evergreen State College; New York Institute of  

Technology 

Final Project: Les Sylphides and Remarkable  
Visionaries --Fokine, Balanchine, Duncan  

(Pass with distinction)  

Melanie came to UWW as the first step in her goal of 
earning a Masters degree. Her work with Patricia 
Cairns, at the San Francisco Ballet School, and at the 
Joffrey Ballet School led her to a career as a profes-
sional dancer. She also discovered she loved to 
teach.  These experiences, together with ensuing ex-
tensive experience in management and   business, 
made her a natural to become founder and Artistic 
Director of the nationally recognized Dance Theatre 
Northwest in University Place/Tacoma, Washington. 
At Skidmore, she immediately identified with the col-
legeôs slogan ñCreative Thought Mattersò and Presi-
dent Glotzbachôs exhortation to connect ñknowledge 
and imagination with discipline.ò For her final project, 
Melanie realized a lifelong dream by restaging Michel 
Fokineôs Les Sylphides in a production with students 
and professionals from Dance Theatre Northwest. 
She also wrote an accompanying paper providing 
historical context for the ballet and comparing it to 
masterworks by Balanchine and Duncan.  She re-
ceived high praise from her Skidmore instructors for 
her course work and for her final project. One asses-
sor remarked that ñher reconstruction of Les Sylphides 
was done with great skill and she brought the best out 
in her dancers. Her paper was well researched and 
gave new insights into this master work.ò 

Kristen Kurtz  

Downington, Pennsylvania. 

B.A. American Film and Theater 

Faculty Advisor: Francois Bonneville 

Previous Learning:  
Delaware County Community College; West Chester 
University 

Final Project: Shakespeare Through a  
Wellesian Eye: Three Plays by William  
Shakespeare as adapted by Orson Welles for 

Stage, Radio and Film  

Kristen began her education in the artistry of film 
when she managed a local video store.   Later, need-
ing a break from school and her work in school ad-
ministration, Kristen bought a one-way ticket to Ger-
many and spent nine months walking and cycling 
through Europe: ñéI had no idea how long I was go-
ing to be able to stay é. I had limited ninth grade 
level German, rudimentary French, and no Italian é I 
didnôt care; I wanted to see all the places I had only 
read about or seen on the screen.ò Her UWW pro-
gram allowed her to put together three areas of par-
ticular interest to her: film, literature and creative writ-
ing. In her final project, she addressed the art of adap-

Contód next pg.  
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tation and how an adaptation might enhance the origi-
nal work.  Analyzing Orson Wellesôs adaptation tech-
niques and the creative innovation that allowed him to 
import techniques from one medium into another, she 
evaluated the successes and failures of Wellesô adap-
tations of Shakespeare in the ñVoodooò Macbeth 
(theater), Julius Caesar (radio) and Chimes at Mid-
night (film). Her next goal is a graduate program in film 
theory and criticism. 

Natalya Machnaigh 

Saxapahaw, North Carolina 

B.A. English 

Faculty Advisor:  
Marla Melito 

Previous Learning: Bard Col-
lege at Simonôs Rock; Syra-
cuse University;  
Onondaga Community  
College 

Final Project:  
An Anthology of  

American Exile Literature  

Natalya Machnaigh was working as a television broad-
cast engineer when she decided to change her mode 
of communication to the written form.  She hoped 
eventually to find a job in publishing, but after she en-
rolled in UWW,  it became clear to her that she wished 

to continue to further education. At UWW, Natalya, 

already a fine writer, gained confidence in her talents 
and produced, in the words of one faculty member, 
ñwell argued, analytic, eloquent work.ò  Undine 
Giguereôs course The Human Experience of Exile be-
came the foundation for Natalyaôs final project. Per-
ceiving an undercurrent of exile in much of her course-
work, she explored this undercurrent through a plan for 
an edited volume of literature on American exile writing 
across different genres. Natalya produced an outline of 
the book, an introduction, and a fully realized chapter 
on mental illness as exile.  She hopes to develop the 
project in a Master of Arts in Liberal Studies program 
at Duke University. Her faculty advisor wrote, ñNatalya 
has evolved into an engaged scholaréwho is able to 
make connections within and across disciplines.ò 

Mireya Manigault 

Vallejo, California 

B.A. Policy Studies 

Faculty Advisor: Christopher Whann 

Previous Learning: Merritt College; Academy of Art 
University; Laney College; Contra Costa College;  So-
lano Community College 

Final Project: Karen Finley: Speaker for the Mute  

Mireya has worked in finance and banking, the legal 
arena, retail, fashion and music and has always been 
involved in charitable organizations. She calls herself 
ña writer, a photographer, a singer, a painter [whose 
drawing was made into a city mural for Oakland, Cali-
fornia], a designer, a teacher and a life coach.ò   She 
started her own consulting firm so that she could work 
for nine months and volunteer for three.  As part of her 
volunteer work, she designed a program to ñcreate 
income for favela and barrio childrenôs programs, us-
ing artistic media, to link similarly situated people from 
Mexico to Brazil to Africa in a way that fosters learning 
and economic opportunity. It is an opportunity to give 
voice to a people that public policy has somehow over-
looked.ò A focus in Policy Studies integrated Mireyaôs 
experiences, developed courses in areas of interest to 
her, and positioned her for further learning.   Her final 
project was a case study of Karen Finley,  whose pro-
vocative art occasioned the Supreme Court determina-
tion in 1998 that ñthe NEA has a right to apply a de-
cency and respect test to all art proposals seeking 
grants.ò 

Lorraine Ann Monetti 

Chatham, New Jersey 

B. A. Human Behavior 

Faculty Advisor: Peter McCarthy 

Previous Learning: CLEP exams (42 credits) 

Final project: Aging in a Pluralistic Society:  
A Review of Research and Literature  

(Pass with distinction)  

Human Resources Coordinator for Newark Liberty 
International Airport and the custodial and primary 
caregiver for two elderly family members with stage 
four cancer, Lorraine realized that she would never 
reach her goal of a college degree if she allowed her 
heavy responsibilities to hold her back.  She first cap-
tured her self-taught learning with 42 CLEP credits. At 
UWW, a professor praised her ñserious curiosity, a 
spirit of learning and inquisitive demeanor, which en-
riched our study.ò   Her paper on Saudi women was  
ñan excellent example of her abilities, imagination and 
maturityé well researched, sober in tone, unrelenting 
in its humanity and yet sophisticated enough to note 
that the world does not always work as we would like it 
to, and that change sometimes takes time and sub-
tlety.ò Lorraineôs experience and UWW courses led her 
to a second career in gerontology.  In 2007, she was 
admitted to the University of Washingtonôs Gerontol-
ogy Certificate program, despite lacking the usual pre-
requisite of a bachelorôs degree. Her commitment to 
the quality of life of the elderly inspired her final pro-
ject, which analyzed the research on some central 
aspects of aging, particularly as they reflect different 
cultural attitudes. 
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Maureen Murphy 

Arlington, Virginia 

B.A. Communications 

Faculty Advisor: Francois Bonneville 

Previous Learning:  
Northern Virginia Community College;  
American University; Montgomery College Rockville;  
University of Dublin, Trinity College; University of  
California at Los Angeles 

Final Project: Ask the Important QuestionséAnd 
What Can Happen If You Donôt: An Informative 
and Compassionate Guide to Caring for Those We 

Love at the End of Life. (Pass with distinction)  

Maureen first came to UWW in 1995 as an associate 
producer for film and television projects. Her goal was 
to write for film and theater, but she soon realized, ñIn 
many ways, by limiting my course selections to my 
interests, I was unwittingly preventing myself from 
going anywhere I hadnôt been before.ò Studying litera-
ture, she was forced to ñread and re-read, compare 
and basically think on a completely different level é.ò 
When she returned to UWW in 2008, she was working 
at C-Span, had volunteered at a hospice for two 
years, and was interested in Communications and 
issues of death and dying.   She wrote, ñI think my 
experience at Skidmore has set me on the right path 
to é pursue my work from a much larger frame of 
reference.ò Her final project integrated her course-
work, skills and interests, and, most importantly, her 
experience as a daughter.    A guide for families car-
ing for a loved one at the end of life, it addressed im-
portant issues from working with the health care sys-
tem to hospice, funerals and settling an estate. 

Marvel Idona Coralie Parker 

Old Road Village, St. Maryôs 
Parish 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education 

Faculty Advisor:  
Donna Brent 

Previous Learning: Antigua 
State College; University of 
the West Indies School of 
Continuing Studies 

Final Project: Research 
Aimed at Investigating Why a Sample of Students 
at the Old Road Primary School Antigua/Barbuda 
Was Reading Below Age Level  

(Pass with distinction)  

When she applied to UWW, Marvel wrote, ñI am no 
longer content to merely exist: I want to live.ò She felt 

she had remained ñclutched in teachingôs colossal 
paws for thirty years,ò but she also realized that teach-
ing had become her ñpassion.ò However, teaching in a 
remote village, she sensed that she had neglected her 
own desire for growth while she attended to that of 
her students.   At UWW, through courses with Donna 
Brent and Joyce Rubin, she found the theory and 
tools to enrich herself as a teacher. Her final project 
addresses an abiding concern in her school and in 
Antigua about the high proportion of students in the 
early grades reading below grade level. After review-
ing the literature about best practices in teaching 
reading and the importance of instilling reading skills 
at an early age, Marvel used standardized tests and 
sent questionnaires to students, parents and teachers 
to ascertain why students in her school were reading 
below grade level. Her project concluded with recom-
mendations to all three constituencies. Her assessors 
wrote that ñthe amount of effort she put into both the 
creation and interpretation of the surveys was impres-
siveò and praised her useful recommendations. 

Victoria Raun 

Coronado, California 

B.A. American Studies 

Faculty Advisor: Cornel Reinhart 

Previous Learning: San Diego City College;  
Saddleback Community College; Okaloosa-Walton 
Community College; Troy State University; University 
of Maryland University College; Community College of 
the Air Force; Eastern New Mexico University at  
Portales; University of New Mexico at Albuquerque; 
Harford Community College 

Final Project: Jewish American and African  
American Community Relations, 1880 -1950  

(Pass with distinction)  

Vicki came to UWW to prepare herself for a masters 
degree in Jewish Studies and to write Midrash 
(ñstories based on ósilencesô in the Bibleò).  UWW 
ñopened my eyes, mind and heart to worlds of litera-
ture, poetry, history and folklore,ò and she decided to 
become a day school teacher of Jewish text, history 
and culture.  Vicki was trained as a journalist in the 
U.S. Air Force. She worked at bases in the U.S. and 
Turkey and then for small town newspapers in New 
Mexico and California, where ñmy news stories were 
making a difference in my communityé my feature 
stories were cut out and pasted in [family] scrap-
booksé.ò The story she felt had the greatest effect 
prompted a readerôs donation that completed a Peace 
Corps project and ended a major contamination 
source in a drought-stricken Ghanaian village.  Vickiôs 
final project explored relationships between Jewish 
and African Americans from 1880 until just before the 
Civil Rights movement, as reflected in such areas as 
education, commerce, music and literature, and com-
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mon causes. Vicki has been accepted to the Pardes 
Institute in Jerusalem, preceded by two monthsô inten-
sive study of Hebrew at the University of Haifa. 

Kristine Reynolds 

Saratoga Springs,  
New York 

B.S. Management and  
Business 

Faculty Advisor:  
Timothy Harper 

Previous Learning:  
Marlboro College;  
Connecticut Center for  
Massage Therapy; Center 
for Financial Training Atlan-
tic States 

Final Project: A Business Plan to Examine the 
Expansion Options for Domestic Violence and 

Rape Crisis Services of Saratoga County  

Dedicated to reeducating the nervous system to break 
patterns of habitual tension and dysfunction, Kristine 
started her own massage therapy practice in Saratoga 
Springs. After nine years, she closed her practice and 
soon joined management at the newly formed One 
Roof Holistic Health Center, owned by Dr. Selma Ne-
mer (also a UWW graduate). At UWW, Kristine deep-
ened her knowledge of both business and health care.  
She is particularly interested in combining traditional 
and holistic medicine. Kristineôs community involve-
ment includes service on the board of Domestic Vio-
lence and Rape Crisis Services of Saratoga County 
(DVRCS) and the board of the Leadership Saratoga 
Alumni Association, which develops business people 
to become active board members and volunteers. She 
is also a soprano and occasional soloist with the Bat-
tenkill Chorale.  Her final project was a business plan 
creating a comprehensive overview of a building ex-
pansion for DVRCS. After outlining the history, objec-
tives and strategy of the project, she presented a five-
year plan for the agencyôs goals. The DVRCS Board 
is expected to assess the viability of the business plan 
and make decisions based on the information in the 
plan. 

Kristine was selected to give the Call to Celebration at 
the Skidmore Commencement. 

Altagracia Richardson  

St. Maryôs Parish 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education 

Faculty Advisor: Donna Brent 

Previous Learning:  Antigua State College 

Final Project:  
An Investigation into the 
Types of Reading Errors 
That Contribute to the  
Continued Low Level of  
Performance in Reading 

(Pass with distinction)  

Altagracia teaches at the 
school in Antigua where her 
mother was principal. With 
many years of experience, 
Altagracia came to UWW so 
that she could be better 
equipped to make a differ-
ence to her students and to address the changes oc-
curring in Antigua and the wider Caribbean. She suc-
ceeded in these efforts and wrote that she was a bet-
ter teacher after ñNew Approaches to Teachingò with 
Joyce Rubin and ñThe Exceptional Childò with Donna 
Brent:  ñI had planned to leave the teaching profession 
because the children were trying to a teacherôs pa-
tience, the pay was low and the job was big. After 
Skidmore, I have no further thoughts of leaving since I 
am better prepared for students in future years.ò 
Struck by the weaknesses in reading exhibited par-
ticularly by 9 to 10 year olds, she wrote a final project 
in which she reviewed the literature about types of 
reading errors and best practices for correcting them; 
did a miscue analysis of a group of students to identify 
their specific weaknesses; and recommended best 
practices for helping students in general, as well as 
specific approaches to address the particular issues 
she had analysed with the group of students.   Her 
assessors praised the thoroughness of the analysis 
and her useful recommendations. 

Juan Manuel Rivera 
Calderon    

Patillas, Puerto Rico 

B.S. Performing Arts 

Faculty Advisor:  
Mary DiSanto Rose 

Previous Learning:  
The American University;  
Adirondack Community  
College 

Final Project: Sylph of an  
Island: Puerto Rico Music and Dance  

(Pass with distinction)  

Born into a musical family in Puerto Rico, Juan came 
to UWW with extensive training in music and dance. 
He studied with Juan Louise Destine at the New 
Dance Group Studio and with Jose Limon in Washing-

Contôd  next pg. 
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ton, D.C., where he performed at Wolf Trap. Juan also 
trained as a medical technician and received an asso-
ciateôs degree from the Culinary Arts program at   
Adirondack Community College.  After accumulating 
considerable experience as an actor, dancer, and 
teacher, Juan returned to Puerto Rico to open his own 
dance studio.  He enrolled in UWW to bring closure to 
his years of study, deepen his background in dance 
history and theory, and become better equipped to 
help his students.  For his final project, ñSylph of an 
Island: Puerto Rico Music and Dance,ò Juan wrote an 
essay on the history, traditional music and dance 
forms of Puerto Rico and choreographed and directed 
an accompanying documentary film on Puerto Rican 
dance, which his students performed.  Juanôs asses-
sors wrote that the project was ñwell documented and 
clearly and expressively written.  His video captures 
the beautiful, diverse, and unique dances, poetry and 
music of Puerto Rico.ò 

Valarie Nicole Roberts 

Swetes Village 

Antigua and Barbuda 

B.S. Education 

Faculty Advisor: Donna Brent 

Previous Learning: Antigua State College 

Final Project: Traditional vs. Non -traditional  
Methods of Teaching Mathematics  

(Pass with distinction)  

Of her experience in teaching, Valarie wrote, ñI cannot 
say I always wanted to be a teacher, but I knew I 
wanted to be in a noble profession, one that I can 
serve with honor and distinction. Consequently, teach-
ing chose me!... My desire to work with children has 
increased over the years. And so, as I continue on my 
quest to educate myself in this profession, I aspire to 
be an exemplary teacher by making a difference in 
the lives of the children I encounter.ò She observed 
that while teachers of primary school children were 
encouraged to be creative,   teaching mathematics in 
secondary school was mainly limited to ñchalk and 
talk.ò For her final project, she researched three meth-
odologies--traditional chalk and talk/rote learning; 
experiential problem solving; and computer-aided 
teaching--and developed lesson plans in each method 
on the topic of Consumer Arithmetic. Her assessors 
found that she ñmade a very convincing case for di-
versity in instructional approachesò and that the pro-
ject was ñwell documented and thoughtfully con-
structed. Her lesson plans enabled the reader to un-
derstand the thrust of her argument.ò 

Kristina Roper 

Topanga, California 

B.S. Performing Arts 

Faculty Advisor: Alma Becker 

Previous Learning: University of Hawaii at Hilo; Santa 
Monica College; UCLA Extension; Pierce College 

Final Project: Speed of Light  

(Pass with distinction)  

Kristinaôs life changed right before her seventeenth 
birthday, with her first film role.  As a professional ac-
tress, she acquired extensive training in acting, classi-
cal ballet and voice and extensive experience in film, 
television, and music. She found UWW ñthe perfect 
placeò to integrate her college credits and her experi-
ence and attributes to her liberal arts education  the 
confidence to move from acting to creating her own 
vision through writing, directing and producing. Her 
final project, a paper and a DVD, established the 
groundwork for a documentary feature film, The Ques-
tion. The film examines different views on the signifi-
cance of December 21, 2012, the end date of the Ma-
yan calendar, when the sun shifts into perfect align-
ment with the core of the Milky Way (as it does every 
26,000 years).  Her faculty advisor wrote, ñIt appears 
to me that you absolutely accomplished what you set 
out to do in your Final Project Proposal.  é  The 
amount of detail that you developed in your plans for 
your documentary film THE QUESTION is well crafted 
and impressive. I believe you have successfully   
demonstrated your skills as a potential writer, director, 
and producer of films.ò 

Aletheia Mersereau Taylor 

Corinth, New York 

B.A. Human Behavior 

Faculty Advisors:  
Peter McCarthy/Sheldon 
Solomon 

Previous Learning: Dutchess 
Community College; Hudson 
Valley Community College 

Final Project:  
The Effect of Television   
on the Development of  

Adolescent American Identity in the 1980ôs 

Ally has a threefold relationship with Skidmore. She is 
a Skidmore employee, a UWW student, and the 
daughter of UWW graduate Catherine Mersereau. In 
fact, Ally has childhood memories of playing in the 
biology department offices while her mother met with 
her faculty advisor. Now a mother herself, Allie came 
to Skidmore with an associates degree and experi-
ence as a residential counselor for Devereux Founda-
tion.  He coworkers praise her determination, drive 
and integrity. Her focus in human behavior at UWW 
was inspired by an anthropology course in Ritual and 
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Religion.  Allieôs interdisciplinary final project examines 
the influence of the media on the development of ado-
lescent identity in the 1980s.  In particular, she focuses 
on the effects of Sesame Street and The Cosby Show, 
a topic on which there is a considerable Social Science 
literature. Allieôs interest in this topic stems from her 
own experience watching these shows as a young per-
son. 

Paola Tayvah 

Rocky Hill, New Jersey 

B.A. Psychology 

Faculty Advisor:  
Sheldon Solomon 

Previous Learning: Sarah 
Lawrence College; Bunker 
Hill Community College; Lane 
Community College 

Final Project: Educating the 
Gifted Homo Aestheticus: Fostering Inherent  

Artistry  

Paola describes herself as a woman of many lives, due 
to a theme of constant change. As a child, she attended 
nine elementary schools in three countries. As an adult, 
she started a Waldorf kindergarten in Curacao, Nether-
lands Antilles, directed a Montessori school in upstate 
New York, and served as a remedial/enrichment tutor in 
a Waldorf school in Princeton, New Jersey. With a pro-
found interest in education, particularly of the gifted,  
Paola chose to study psychology at UWW and found a 
way to integrate her learning and core commitments. 
She also took a graduate research methods course at 
the University of Connecticut. She received high praise 
from her instructors, including one professor who wrote, 
ñHer compassion and insight lent a great deal to the 
quality of the class discussion é. Bravo, Paola. I hope 
you got half as much from teaching this class as I and 
the other class members got from your participation in 
it.ò  Paolaôs final project unites her experience and theo-
retical studies. Rooted in the evolutionary psychology 
work of Dissanayake, it examines the critical nature of 
art in the development of gifted children. 

Edgar Torres 

Cleveland, Ohio 

B.A. Religious Studies 

Faculty Advisor: Mary Stange 

Final Project: The Gaudiya Vaisnava  
and the Sikh Traditions: A Comparative Study  

(Pass with distinction)  

Edgar has had a life-long passion for music and for the 
study of religious traditions.  In Mexico he studied at the 
Cardinal Miranda, a much respected classical music 
school founded by the Catholic Church of Mexico. 
ñLearning music in this environmentò inspired him to 
further study of ñhow other religions express their devo-

tion and faith.ò Music study 
brought him to Florence and 
religious study to India.  At 
UWW, both strands came 
together. Edgar studied re-
ligions of the world, espe-
cially Hinduism, but also 
continued to study music, in 
particular jazz history and 
theory, as well as piano and 
guitar. One of his philosophy 
instructors wrote, ñ[He] 
showed a level of engage-
ment with the subject and 
the methodology of philoso-
phical analysis beyond any 
of the [other students]. His answers were finely focused, 
allowing an analytic detail that is unusual in under-
graduate work.ò  Edgar brought together his two inter-
ests of religions and music in his final project, which 
compares the distinctive views of the Absolute in the 
Gaudiya Vaisnava and the Sikh Traditions and dis-
cusses how chanting helps followers make a connec-
tion with the Absolute. 

Timothy Urban  

Altamont, NY 

B.S. Management and Business 

Faculty Advisor: Paul Calhoun 

Previous Learning: SUNY Potsdam; Hudson Valley 
Community College; The Culinary Institute of America 
(CIA) 

Final Project: Food Manufacturing and the  
Environment: An Analysis of the Evolving Food 
Industry and Consumer Insights on Linking  
Central Food Processing and Environmental  

Impact  

After receiving a degree from The Culinary Institute of 
America, Tim worked as a professional chef and restau-
rateur before his entry into the corporate world and con-
sequent postings to Beijing, Mumbai and Paris. At 
UWW he received credit for experience that included 
finance, extensive international marketing for global 
players, designing and developing nationally branded 
product lines and developing tactical and strategic busi-
ness plans. Like other UWW students who are experi-
enced professionals, Tim was able to absorb relevant 
knowledge from his classes while he contributed to 
them from his relevant experience. For example, taking 
Prof. Kastoryôs course in Business Strategy, Tim put the 
knowledge he gained from that course into immediate 
application and also shared his personal experiences 
and perspectives with the class, including a presenta-
tion on a current professional project. His final project 
was a research paper on the global ñeat  localò and 
ñfood mileò movement and a business plan for a ñFood 
Mile Fact Panel,ò similar to the nutritional food panel on 
food packaging. 
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Eloise Denise Silston -Aska  has been appointed 
Chief Executive Officer of the Airport Authority in Anti-
gua and Barbuda. Eloise was formerly Senior Air Traf-
fic Control Officer for the Ministry of Aviation, a posi-
tion she held while a UWW student.  After receiving 
her B.S. from Skidmore, she earned an MBA in 2010 
from the University of the West Indies.  

Lois Ava Matthew , a 2009 graduate, writes, ñI've 
been very busy since we last talked with my latest 
(and post-graduation) project ð a nonprofit web 
magazine which celebrates the writing of women 
around the world (and our reviewers and writers are 
international also). It é took about 1000 hits in the 
first 24 hoursé. It's been blogged and tweeted by 
book professionals, readers, and others all around the 
world.ò  The link to Loisôs web magazine is www. bel-
letrista.com. The opening web page describes the 
May/June 2010 issue  as ñthe most dazzling issue of 
Belletrista thus far!ò and explains:  

This time we've included an exciting Latin Ameri-
can theme so, in addition to the 17 regular book 
reviews, we also present you with 16 reviews of 
classic and contemporary Latin American litera-
ture written by women. To tie in with this theme, 
we have a fabulous interview with Mexico's Cris-
tina Rivera-Garza and a special "Trio"ða review 
of three works by Brazil's internationally ac-
claimed Clarice Lispector. And there's more: 
dystopian fiction, an interview with the remarkable 
Nawal el Saadawi, a report back of the recent 
International PEN event, 62 books in the New 
and Notable section, and a brand new section 
highlighting the winners and nominees of recent 
global literary awards.  

In April, at the Arts Center of the Capital Region in 
Troy, New York, Cara Benson  performed a series of 
interconnected poems from her new book, (made), 
published by Book Thug. According to notices adver-
tising the event, ñ[t]hrough breath, repetition and 
trance chant Benson embodies a socio-political proc-
ess of presenting the performer as both maker and 
destroyer.ò  Also at the Arts Center was an architex-
tural exhibit by Cara Benson and Jon Lathrop entitled, 
ñReal Estate,ò which draws parallels between the con-
struction of a room and the construction of language.  

Di-Anne Charles -Christopher  is Admissions Officer/
Registrar at the Antigua and Barbuda International 
Institute of Technology in St. Johnôs, Antigua.   

Joaquín Chavez , who is completing his PhD in His-
tory at New York University, spoke on the Skidmore 
campus in November, 2009 on "The Making of the 
Internal Enemy: El Salvador's Civil War.ò   Joaquin 
was active in El Salvadorôs revolution and peace proc-

ess in the 1980s and 1990s. He has worked as          
a research consultant for the United Nations Develop-
ment Program in El Salvador on issues of social vio-
lence and has authored a number of academic papers 
and articles on the topic.  He is also a poet. 

 Maria Claps , a 2009 graduate, began an internship 
in fall 2009 with the New Jersey Symphony Orches-
traôs development office. She wrote, ñAlthough just an 
internship, it was difficult to come by, and I donôt think 
I would have been considered for the position if I   
hadnôt earned my Bachelor's Degree.ò 

Heather Dundas , a 2009 graduate, was awarded a 
six-year fellowship to the PhD program in Literature 
and Creative Writing at the University of Southern 
California.  She gives this news in e-mails:  ñI am con-
tinuing to enjoy USCé. Luminaries are every-
where:  Iôve met TC Boyle and Mark Irwin, Carol 
Muske-Dukes and David St John waft in and out, A.S. 
Byatt is coming to lecture, and my faculty mentor is 
Percival Everett.  é   I still canôt believe that I am 
here." 

Roger Fulton , now retired from the New York State 
Police, writes ñOutdoor Books for Ordinary People.ò 
He recently collaborated with Diane Collins, a noted 
photographer of wildflowers, to produce two wildflower 
guides for the Lake George area in New York. See 
Rogerôs website at www.RogerFulton.com.  This sum-
mer Roger also bicycled the 400+ miles of the Erie 
Canal across New York State, from Buffalo to Albany. 
His blog for the trip can be found at http://
eriecanaltrek2010.blogspot.com/  

Paula Hayes  is one of two artists whose works are 

Paula Hayes, Distorted Glass Terrarium with  
Succulent, Azabache stone, Jaspar, and Recycled 
Glass , Begun 2009, 7 1/2x 7 x 5 inches  
(photo by Eva Heyd)  

(Contôd next page) 
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the focus of exhibitions launching a year-long tenth 
anniversary celebration of Skidmoreôs Tang Teaching 
Museum and Art Gallery. A description of the exhibit 
and information about Paula can be found at the 
Tangôs website, http://tang.skidmore.edu. Of Paulaôs 
exhibit, Understory, the website notes, ñPaula Hayesôs 
living art intimately connects people with the natural 
environment.é For Understory, Hayes transforms the 
Tangôs Payne Room into an immersive environment 
brimming with life. Part exhibition gallery, part lounge, 
and part dining room, the space features a forest of 
large silicone planters housing a field of Norfolk pine 
trees, a series of her exquisite hand-blown glass ter-
rariums, home to a variety of plants and gems, and 
new wallpaper and dinnerware she has custom-
designed for this exhibition.ò After receiving her B.S. 
from Skidmore UWW, Paula earned an MFA from The 
Parsons School of Design.  

Romana Jemison  is pursuing a master in Labor and 
Policy Studies at Empire State Collegeôs School for 
Graduate Studies. 

Melanie Kirk Stauffer , founder and Artistic Director of 
Dance Theatre Northwest in Washington State, writes 
that she is ñbusy with choreography, teaching, arts 
advocacy and performances. Dance Theatre North-
west received two grants from the county to do Arts 
Are Education and Art Inspires Art performances. I am 
responsible for those performances and for their artis-
tic and educational components so I still have a pretty 
busy schedule adding that to our school recital and 
June concert.ò 

Finishing Line Press has announced the publication of 
Set Theory, poems by Georganna Millman  
(www.finishinglinepress.com). Georganna and her 
husband live in the Catskill Mountains, where they 
own an independent retail pharmacy.  Her poetry has 
been published in Blueline, The Margie Review, Van-
guard Voices of the Hudson Valley, The Literary Ga-
zette and Chronogram.  Her work Formulary, a 
ñchapbook,ò received the Astounding Beauty Ruffian 
Press 2008 Poetry Award, and her poem ñHearing 
Voicesò  won second place honors in the Ruth Stone 
2009 Prize in Poetry (Vermont College of Fine Arts; 
see Hunger Mountainôs interactive website). 

Susan Parillo , who is now in the PhD program in 
Philosophy at SUNY Albany, will teach Logic this 
spring in the Philosophy Department at Skidmore. 
Susan replaces Sally Stebbins, who was Susanôs 
UWW faculty advisor. 

Nancy Walker  was one of eighteen recipients of an 
Artist Grant through the Saratoga County Program for 
Arts Foundation. Nancy, also an administrative assis-
tant at Skidmoreôs Department of Management and 
Business, will devote the $2500 grant to a project 
entitled True Colors.  As Nancy described the project 
in her newsletter at www.nancywalker.net,  she will 

write and record ñsix new songs that will lyrically and 
musically tell the stories of several residents of 
Greenfield Centerò (a rural community located north of 
Saratoga Springs in the foothills of the Adirondacks).   

Kathi Wall  writes, ñI was 50 when I received my 
degree ... the same year my daughter received 
hers at Union! Since that time, I have become a 
Robert Wood Johnson Executive Nurse Fellow 
and have received several local and statewide 
awards and grants for my projects - this program 
gave me the confidence and push to go on to bet-
ter things.ò Kathi is Executive Director of the Au-
gusta (Maine) Boys & Girls Club for Teens. The 
Clubôs website describes her as a registered 
nurse, wife, mother and grandmother, who was 
the ñfirst clinical nurse specialist in child abuse in 
the State of Maine and é has served as president 
of the Kennebec Valley Mental Health Center and 
the Family Violence Project.ò   

Terry Wilson  writes that he received his MBA (with 
Distinction) from the Vlerick Leuven Gent Manage-
ment School, the joint business school of KU Leuven 
and Ghent University in Belgium. This year he made a 
presentation in Brussels for the Wall Street Journal 
Europe Leadership Institute.  As a CPA, he provides 
US corporate and individual income tax solutions and 
handles IRS and US Tax Court tax appeals. He also 
exports Japanese green tea. He writes, ñMy Spring 
highlight was a dinner Tom and Heather Foley hosted 
for me in their District home.   Speaker Foley, who is a 
former US Ambassador to Japan, had selected me to 
be his Japan advisor when he was North American 
Chairman of the Trilateral Commission.ò  

 

We are sad to report that Anthony V. Angelo Jr . of 
Saratoga Springs, died Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2010, at the 
age of 46. He was the son of the late Anthony V. An-
gelo Sr. and Christina Anella Angelo of Kingston, 
graduated from Adirondack Community College and 
received his Bachelor of Science from Skidmore 
UWW. His obituary in The Saratogian (February 3, 
2010), described him as ña marvelous chefò and 
notes, ñFor a time in his life, Anthony owned and oper-
ated his own catering business. He was also an artist 
and showcased his work at several Skidmore College 
exhibits.ò Tony Angelo was remembered fondly by the 
UWW staff and his visits with baked goods were much 
appreciated.  

News From Students & Alumni  
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Page 15  A Farewell to Sally 

At UWWôs 2010 Commencement luncheon, col-
leagues and former students said farewell to 
Sarah (ñSallyò) Stebbins, UWW academic advi-
sor since 1991. Philosopher, author, teacher, 
administrator and dog breeder and trainer, 

Sally is a true Renaissance woman.  

EDUCATOR  

Sally received her B.A., M.A. and PhD in Philoso-
phy from the University of California at Berkeley. 
She taught Philosophy at Rutgers University and 
Columbia University before being invited to 
Skidmore by then UWW Director Robert Van Me-
ter. Sally played a key role at Skidmore and UWW 
in many ways. 

Founding Director of UWWõs On-Line Courses 

Sally was founding director and academic coordi-
nator of the on-line courses that UWW began offer-
ing in 1997 at the rate of 1 or 2 a semester.  At the 
time, Skidmore was one of the few small liberal arts 
colleges to have a distance learning program and 
the only one with on-line courses. Even when on-
line resources began to proliferate at other institu-
tions, UWWôs courses remained unique. They were 
highly interactive, designed by the instructor in col-
laboration with instructional technologist Phylise 
Banner, and offered distance 
education across a broad 
swath of the liberal arts. The 
courses met with consistent 
approval from the governing 
UWW Faculty Committee and 
received universal praise from 
external and internal reviewers. 

Sally was a major force behind UWWôs successful 
application for a Sloane Foundation grant of almost 
half a million dollars. The grant was awarded to 
support expansion of UWWôs on-line offerings by 
10 courses a year over 3 years, for a total of 30 
courses. However, under Sallyôs leadership the 
offering grew to about 30 courses in each calendar 
year, for a total of 90. 

Sally relished working with faculty to plan curricu-
lum, while Phylise Banner implemented the 
courses and collaborated in their design.  Sally 
says, ñI enjoyed talking with faculty members about 
their research interests and matching their pas-
sions with the needs of our students. I loved asking 
them, óWhat are you interested in that you havenôt 

been able to teach on campus?ôò 

Academic Advisor and Teacher.   

Sally enjoyed the peer relationship involved when 
teaching and advising adults. Many of these rela-
tionships turned into lifelong friendships. She found 
that the ñclich®ò that teachers learn as much from 
students as the students learn is often true with 
adult students. ñI met people who were top notch in 
business or accomplished in their fieldsé.  I 
learned fascinating and wonderful things about his-
tory, political science, accounting, business and 
health care.ò 

 

Sally taught both in the residential college and for 

A FAREWELL  TO SALLY:  ñITôS BEEN GOOD WORK.ò 

ñI met people who were top notch in business or accomplished in 
their fieldsé.  I learned fascinating and wonderful things about 
history, political science, accounting, business and health care.ò 

(Contôd next page) 



UWW (on-campus and on-line). She has taught 
Logic for Skidmoreôs Philosophy Department 
every year since 1993 and is particularly delighted 
that a former UWW student and advisee, Susan 
Parillo, will be succeeding her in that position. She 
also taught Justice and the State, collaborated 
with Christopher Whann, former UWW advisor 
and now professor at Empire State, to focus on 
game theory in Conventional Cooperation and 
Conflict, and co-taught The Problem of Evil with 
Brian Connolly, the course that was ñthe most 
fun.ò 

Sally discovered that the primary challenge with 
an on-line course, for her as well as for the stu-
dents, was to maintain a ñpsychological sense of 
connection.ò  Laughing, she wondered if this is 
partly an ñage thingò for a generation that has to 
print out documents to read them and whose pri-
mary form of teacher-student communication has 
always been face-to-face. 

At UWW, Sally treasured being part of a team that 
ñshared my values and was committed to educa-
tion. Itôs been good work with good people, people 
whose values I respect, whose commitments I 
share.ò She especially enjoyed seeing studentsô 
lives radically changed by their UWW educations. 
But the most difficult part of working with adults in 
a distance program was ñadapting a pace appro-
priate for adult lives. Just as it was frustrating for 
students to have their education interrupted by 
illness and life events, so it was frustrating for me 
to have our work together interrupted.ò 

Asked about the future of on-line and distance 
learning, Sally responded, ñAll of the research 
shows on-line/distance education is growing. The 
average student is older. Because of economic 
factors, more and more students will be studying 
in non-traditional ways. On-line has a lot to offer in 
the way of solutions to the economic problems 
faced by higher education.ò 

DOG TRAINER AND BREEDER  

Sally once thought being a dog trainer was ñabout 
as likely as becoming a ballerina.ò Her second 
profession thus represents the unexpected fulfill-
ment of a life-long dream. From a handling course 
suggested by a friend that taught her to show her 
standard poodle in the 1970s, Sally has become a 
noted breeder and exhibitor of field spaniels. Her 
customers come from all over the United States 
and Canada. 

Sally is well versed in the messy business of mid-
wifing and training puppies. It can take 36 hours 
for the sleep-deprived human owner to whelp a 
litter. Sally says, ñI try to get a friend to help, and a 
bottle of wine, and we camp out on the kitchen 
floor.ò  Although Sally has acted as midwife to 
many dogs, she still finds it scary as whelping be-
comes imminent: ñThe fear is that you might lose 
a puppy that someone else might have been able 
to save.ò Even the description of whelping puppies 
is not for those of weak stomachs. If a litter is 
small, the mother might not go into labor at all, 
and then the veterinarian must be called in. 
Sometimes, Sally says,  you have to reach in 
when the puppy is stuck, get your fingers behind 
his jawbone, and work with the motherôs contrac-
tions to bring the baby out inch by inch ï this while 
both mother and baby are shrieking and there is 
blood and poop all over the kitchen floor. Finally, 
Sally ties off the umbilical cord with dental floss! 

At present, Sally has 9 field spaniels, aged from 5 
months to 12 years. Their names come from 60s 
and 70s rock songs, combined with the name of 
her kennel, North Haven. Champion North Haven 
Jack of Hearts, her oldest dog, will be 12 in Octo-
ber. At the time of this interview, Champion North 
Havenôs Call Me Al (ñAlò) was tied for 6

th
 field 

spaniel in the country.  Al will be invited to show in 
the renowned Westminster Kennel Show if he can 
become one of the top 5 by November 2010. 

THE  FUTURE 

In June, Sally and her dogs left Saratoga Springs 
for Colbrook, Connecticut, where she and her 
partner, David Blitz, have bought a small horse 
farm on 5 acres (no  horses yet, but Sallyôs fanta-
sies have become reality in the past). Here Sally 
plans to unite her academic and canine interests. 
She will breed and show dogs, hopes to do some 
teaching, and is looking forward to an opportunity 
to return to her research interests in alternative 
logic and the relationship of logic to other areas of 
human knowledge. 

Finally, a tribute to Sally would not be complete 
without mention of her son, Josh Rosenthal, of 
whom she is so proud. A graduate of New York 
University Law School, Josh is on furlough from 
his New York law firm and working with the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, where he was one of the 
attorneys on a case recently argued before the 
United States Supreme Court.  

A Farewell to Sally Page 16  



Dr. Charlesworth Ephraim, whose classes inspired nearly all UWWôs Antigua graduates, died July 14, 2010 at 
Mount St. Johnôs Medical Centre in Antigua.  As teacher, scholar, and author of several books, including The 
Pathology of Eurocentrism, he was widely known and respected in Antigua.   

 According to information on the UWW website: 

 

 
Charlesworth Ephraim  

Charlesworth Wm. Ephraim received his M.A., M.Phil., and 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from Yale University. He taught at 
Mercy College, S.U.N.Y. Purchase, and Yale and was senior 
lecturer at Antigua State College. His interests included phi-
losophical psychology, psychoanalysis, ethics, social psy-
chology, social and political philosophy, philosophy of law, 
existentialism, and philosophy of the black experience. Dr. 
Ephraim was a professional motivational speaker and a ra-
dio talk show host whose program, "Let's Talk," was a 
popular feature on ZDK radio in Antigua.  

UWW Director Deborah Meyersôs tribute to Dr. Ephraim 
was read at his funeral by the Head of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Teachers Union: 

Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New 
York mourns the loss of Dr. Charlesworth Ephraim, 
whom we have been privileged to call colleague for 
nearly ten years. 

Dr. Ephraim was a crucial figure in a collabora-
tion begun by Skidmore College and the Antigua and 
Barbuda Union of Teachers, under the leadership of 
Mr. Colin Greene, in 2001. Over a nine year period, 
Dr. Ephraim taught over 20 courses to  over  60 
Skidmore graduates in Antigua and Barbuda. Stu-
dents worked with Skidmore faculty online and via 
independent study, but Dr. Ephraim offered students 
the opportunity for invaluable face-to-face encounter 
in courses in Antigua. These courses included Carib-
bean Civilization, Philosophy of the Black Experience, 
Philosophy of Education, Philosophy of Science and 
Technology and Race, Ethnicity and a Quest for Car-
ibbean Identity. 

Skidmore has on record literally hundreds of 
pages of studentsô reflections on their learning with 
Dr. Ephraim and Dr. Ephraimôs thoughtful responses 
to studentsô work.  These comments bear witness to 
the exceptional intellectual dialogue between a bril-
liant, generous man and those who learned with him.  
Students commented that Dr. Ephraimôs courses 
were vibrant, challenging and alive with debate.  They 
provided the dynamic encounter central to transfor-
mational education. 

Over and over, students wrote: 

ñHe was a master of his art.ò  ñHe empowered 
me with new knowledge.ò 

ñHe created an excitement and enthusiasm that 

I have maintained up to this pointé as have many 
others.ò 

ñHe helped to foster in me a greater apprecia-
tion for who I am.ò 

ñI learned that as an educator I have not just a 
job but a mission.ò 

ñI learned to use supporting evidence and argu-
ments when taking a stand on an issueé to differen-
tiate between evidence and other devices used to 
convince people.ò 

ñHe has been instrumental in confronting diffi-
cult issues and concepts directly, in an alive way and 
in living colors.ò 

And Dr. Ephraimôs teaching was, indeed, trans-
formational. He changed lives. He did this by not only 
challenging students but also supporting themðin 
both their intellectual and their personal lives. He was 
a compassionate man. He recognized the difficulty of 
pursuing education as an adult in the midst of press-
ing personal, professional and financial demands. 

When Dr. Ephraim mailed in his last set of 
grades to Skidmore, he wrote that the class managed 
to work together ñconsistently and seriouslyò in spite 
of an unpredictable rain-filled season and a flu out-
break. And he added, ò My heart goes out to these 
students, and to their families, who truly understood 
something about the fundamental meaning of sacri-
ficeðfor the educational/professional ends my stu-
dents soughtðare still seekingðto achieve. Good 
luck to them in their perseverance.ò 

Skidmore appreciates the opportunity to offer tribute 
to Dr. Ephraim and solace to those who loved a bril-
liant and compassionate man.  

In Memoriam Charlesworth Ephraim 
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Page 18  A Letter from Liz Heonis  

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME UWW 2010 GRADUATES!! 
 

Welcome to the Skidmore Alumni Association!   
The Alumni Association is a vibrant community made 

up of all Skidmore graduates, including UWW alumni.   

It was a pleasure meeting many of you at this yearôs 
UWW luncheon. Whenever I am with a group of UWW 
alumni, Iôm struck by the diversity of talent and life ex-
perience each of you has added to the UWW commu-
nity and Iôm very honored to represent you as your 

UWW Alumni Representative.  

By now you have heard the news that the class of 2011 
will be the last cohort of UWW graduates and May 2011 
will see the last UWW post -Commencement reception. 
While this is sad news, it does not mean the end of  
UWW. I ask each of you to meet the challenge of keep-
ing the UWW experience alive at Skidmore by being 
active participants in the Alumni Association. It is not 
the UWW program itself that unites us; it is the shared experience of being a part of 
an innovative, creative , challenging and intensely rewarding academic experience 
that unites us. Our shared experience as UWW graduates is a unique contribution 
we can make to the Skidmore Alumni community, and I encourage each of you to 

take advantage of the many options you have to engage with fellow alumni.   

Take a tour of the alumni page http://cms.skidmore.edu/alumni.cfm to find out what 
alumni events are happening in your area; sign up for Skidmore Connect at 
www.skidmoreconnect.org to keep abreast of the latest alumni news, trips, and 
clubs. Explore the links to career services, the Skidmore Business Network, and the 
ñGreen and Yellow Pagesò to keep your UWW degree working for you.  Connect 

with Skidmore alumni through Facebook and Twitter.  

Iôm interested in hearing from you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can best 
represent you and the UWW experience.  You can contact me at 

eheonis@nycap.rr.com  or call me at 518 -321-6580. 

Looking forward to hearing from you.  

Elizabeth Heonis  

UWW ó04 

PS - Save the date ð As 5/21/11 is the final UWW graduation party, 
some very special events will be planned.  It would be great to 

share this event with as many UWW graduates as possible.  
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CELEBRATE  UWW  
STAY CONNECTED TO SKIDMORE 

 

As UWW begins its last year, Skidmore College plans a celebration of the programôs history 
and achievements and reaches out to its alumni who graduated through UWW.   

 

In this electronic age, alumni have many ways to participate in a rich virtual community of 
Skidmore alums. Go to the Skidmore website and click ñalumniò on the left to discover how you 
can stay connected to Skidmore and how Skidmore can benefit from your expertise and tal-
ents.   
For example, you can: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are also invited to join in Skidmoreõs  

celebration of UWW.   

MAY 21:   UWWôs post-Commencement buffet lunch; all UWW alumni and students are invited this year. 
Look for announcement in January SCOPE and invitations with specifics next spring!  

MAY 20:   Opening reception for an exhibit about UWWôs history, lobby of Scribner Library. The exhibit 
will run from early May through the summer and is being curated by 2009 UWW graduate Susan 
Bishop, Assistant Curator at the Hyde Collection in nearby Glens Falls. 

Spring 2010 issue of Scope: UWW time-line and photo-essay on UWW graduates 

In planning stage: ñMemories of UWW,ò to be kept as part of Skidmoreôs history. Look for mailing next 
spring about how to contribute electronically.   

Send us your own ideas!  

Suggestions and comments may be sent to UWW Alumni Representative Liz Heonis at eheonis@nycap.rr.com or 
518-321-6580.  

Celebrate University Without Walls  

Share your story by contributing on -line to class notes via Skidmore Connect, 
Skidmoreôs new on-line community for Alumni (www.skidmoreconnect.org).  
To login, youôll need the temporary login ID that was sent to you previously. If 
youôve misplaced your ID, please contact the Office of Alumni  

Affairs and College Events by calling 518 580 -5610. 

Serve on the Alumni Board as UWW representative (current representative Liz 

Heonis is serving the first year of her three year term).  

Network with other Skidmore alumni in your field.  

Participate in regional Skidmore events near your home.  

Benefit from ñalumni perksò (did you know that you have access to the career 

services office for life?).  

Mentor undergraduates by registering to be a career advisor ~~identifying in-
ternships with your organization ~~posting opportunities on the career ser-

vices website ~~coming to campus to speak about your profession.  
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