GW 210: Ecofeminism, Women and the Environment

Instructor: Dr. Mary Zeiss Stange

Fall, 2014
Ladd 213

Office Hours: T-Th, 10:00-11:30, Wed. 10:00-12:00 & 2:00-4:00, 
and by appointment.

Office Phone: x5408

Home Phone: 587-6380

E-mail: mstange@skidmore.edu
An interdisciplinary exploration of the complex relationship between feminist theory and praxis on the one hand, and environmental philosophy and activism on the other.  Using the idea of “ecofeminism” as its unifying focus, this course employs the specific disciplinary tools of history, political theory, literary criticism, and religious and environmental studies to examine such local, national and global issues as deforestation, population growth, animal protection/liberation, species extinction, bioregionalism, environmental pollution, habitat loss, development, and agribusiness.  Representative perspectives  include those based in deep ecology, social ecology, human ecology, animal and nature rights, earth-based spiritualities, “wise use,”  the “land ethic,” conservation, sustainable use, and wildlife management.

Course Objectives:

· To provide theoretical and practical understanding of the nature and range of ecofeminist discourse regarding several key environmental issues.

· To help students develop critical thinking and writing skills, relevant to recognizing and evaluating feminist and environmental theoretical positions, particularly as they relate to practical actions and outcomes.

· To afford a context in which each student will formulate her or his own interpretive framework for talking about ecofeminism, women and the environment.

Format:

A mixture of lecture (largely of the “mini-lecture” variety), and large and small group discussion.  Successful participation in this course depends on being fully present, that is actively listening and constructively contributing to our semester-long conversation; and on being fully prepared, that is coming to class having completed all the assigned readings in advance, and having given them substantial thought.  The readings for this course are sometimes complex and frequently confrontational.  Students should expect to disagree with some of what they read, as well as to find surprisingly kindred spirits in other readings.  In every case, the emphasis in classroom discussion will be on open-minded and fair consideration of the materials at hand.

Etiquette:

· Plan to arrive in class on time, and to stay in the room the entire time.

· Feel free to bring a beverage, but not a meal, unless there is enough to share.

· Be sure your cell phone is turned off, and stowed out of sight, before class begins.

· Unless there is a compelling, and documented, reason for it, use of a laptop during class is strictly prohibited. The same goes for Palm Pilots, Blackberries, iPads, and all other similar electronic devices.

Criteria for Evaluation:

Evaluation will be based upon several kinds of assignments.  During the course of the semester, each student is responsible for writing a total of five current events reports. These are one-page summaries and critical commentaries on news items relevant to the subject of the course.  In addition, over the course of the semester, each student will write a total of  three short (2-3 page) “response papers,” in response to any three of the weekly “thinking locally/thinking globally” class exercises.  There will also be three exams, equally weighted, none of which is cumulative, two of which are take-home exams and the other is in class.  In addition to the exams, students will work independently to write a review of Jean Hegland’s novel, Into the Forest. And finally, students will collaborate in working groups, to produce a “public service/education” project. Class participation is taken for granted, and while there is no specific numerical value assigned to it, in cases of “borderline” grades, the quality of the students’ preparedness and participation will be the deciding factor.



Current events reports…………………………..
  5%



Hegland book review…………………………...
15%

Short response papers (best 2 of 3)……………..
20%



Exams (3)……………………………………….
45%



Public Service/Education project…………………   15%









           100%

Required Texts:
Irene Diamond, Fertile Ground: Women, Earth, and the Limits of Control (Beacon Press, 1994)

Jean Hegland, Into the Forest (Bantam, 1998)

Wangari Maathai, The Challenge for Africa (Pantheon, 2009)
Carolyn Merchant, Earthcare: Women and the Environment (Routledge, 1995)

Vandana Shiva, Stolen Harvest: The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply (South End Press, 1999)

Additional readings to be distributed in class.

Gender Studies Program Goals:
The Gender Studies program offers interdisciplinary courses that draw upon feminist theories and gender scholarship to accomplish the following goals:

· Distinguish between the biological bases of sex differences and the social construction of gender.

· Critically examine cultural assumptions about gender and how it intersects with race, ethnicity, nationality, social class, and sexual orientation to construct identity.

· Analyze systems of gender in order to engage in social change.
· Identify how feminist analyses contribute to the understanding of women and gender to challenge the boundaries and concepts of traditional disciplines.

· Describe feminists’ contributions to the production of knowledge and ways of knowing.

· Understand the historical background of Gender Studies, including the development of Women’s Studies. 

· Develop skills for gathering, interpreting, integrating, and communicating diverse forms of information.
Syllabus:

Week 1, Sept. 4. Introduction. “Birkenstock-Wearing, Tree-Hugging, Clove-Smoking Vegetarians?”

Week 2, Sept. 9-11.  The Lay of the Land:  The Ecofeminist Critique of Patriarchal Culture
Introductory Readings [Handouts]:

Sherry Ortner, “Is Female to Male as Nature Is to Culture?” (1974)

Ynestra King, “Healing the Wounds: Feminism, Ecology, and the Nature/Culture 



Dualism” (1990)

Carolyn Merchant, “Ecofeminism and Feminist Theory” (1990) 
Thursday, September 11th: A walk in the North Woods.
Thinking locally: What was here before Skidmore was here?
Week 3, Sept. 16-18.  The Lay of the Land, continued.

Readings [Handouts]: 

Karen Warren, “Feminism and Ecology: Making Connections” (1987)

Val Plumwood, “Wilderness Skepticism and Wilderness Dualism” (1998)

Thinking locally: Is Nature to Culture as the North Woods are to Skidmore?
*Book Review assignment (Sept. 18)
Week 4, Sept. 23-25. Violence against Women & Environment: Making the Ecofeminist Connection in Global Terms

Film (viewed in class): Darwin’s Nightmare


Read ahead in Merchant.

Thinking globally: Reading the Sunday papers for eco-news.

Week 5, Sept. 30-Oct. 2, Gaia, Eve, Isis: Theories and Theologies of Women and the Earth

Reading: Merchant, Earthcare, Introduction and Part One, pp. xv-72.

Thinking globally: Film review: “The Goddess Remembered” 
Week 6, Oct. 7-9.  “The Death of Nature:” Historical Foundations of Ecofeminism.

Reading: Merchant, Earthcare, Part Two, pp. 75-136, and Conclusion, pp. 209-
224.

Thinking locally: Corn Mother: Ecofeminist foremothers in New England.

Week 7, Oct.14-16.  Activism and the “Ecological Self:” The Relation of Theory to Praxis. 


*Oct. 14: In-class exam.


Oct. 16: Group Project working session (in class).

Reading: Read ahead in Diamond for next week.
Thinking globally: “Overpopulation”: Whose problem is it anyway?
Week 8, Oct. 21-23.  Production/Reproduction: The Real Costs of “Development”

Reading: Diamond, Chapters 3-6, and Afterword.

Thinking locally: The politics of reproductive rights: “Partial-birth Abortion”.
*Book Review due October 23rd .

Group Project work (outside of class)
Week 9, Oct. 28-30.  The End of the World as We Know It: Environmentalism as a Women’s Issue. 

Oct. 28: Film exercise, “Trinkets and Beads”

Oct. 30: Reading Discussion: Hegland’s Into the Forest. 
Thinking globally: Case Study—The Huarani of Ecuador
Group Project work, continued (outside of class). 
Week 10. Nov. 4-6. You Are What You Eat: An Ecofeminist Critique of Agribusiness. 
Reading: Shiva, Stolen Harvest

Thinking locally and globally: Activity—A trip to Price Chopper (or Hannaford). 

OR-- How to feed a family of 4: An exercise in comparison shopping.
Group Project work, continued (outside of class). ***Nov.4: Group Project out-reports.
.

Week 11, Nov. 11-13.  Human Ecology and Cultural Conservation: The Challenge for Africa.  
Reading: Maathai, Introduction, Chapters 1-6.
Thinking globally: “Darwin’s Nightmare” revisited

Group Project work (outside of class) should be nearing completion.
Week 12, Nov. 18-20. Culture and Identity, Environment and Development. Reading: Maathai, Chapters 8, 9, 11, 12, 14.

*Take-home exam due Nov. 20th .
Group Projects complete and ready for presentation.
Week 13, Nov. 25—27:  Thanksgiving Week.
Activity—Another walk in the North Woods (this time, with a script)

Thanksgiving (Nov. 24)
Thinking globally: Deconstructing and “Mapping” Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Week 14, Dec. 2-4: Group Projects/Presentations
Thinking Locally: Practicing theory, theorizing practice
Week 15, Dec.9: Group Projects/Presentations
*Exam #3: Take-home exam due, via e-mail, no later than Wednesday, Dec 17th .
� If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need academic accommodation, you must formally request accommodation from Meg Hegener, Coordinator for Students with Disabilities.  You will also need to provide documentation which verifies the existence of a disability and supports your request.  For further information, please call 580-8150, or stop by the office of Student Academic Services in Starbuck Center.








