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HI 103    MEDIEVAL EUROPE    3 credits 

Wednesday/Friday 8:40-10:00 

The formation of Europe: from the breakdown of Roman political authority in the West in the fourth century 

to the rise of national states and their conflicts in the fourteenth. 

(Fulfills social sciences requirement.)       E. Bastress-Dukehart   

 

HI 105    19th  CENTURY EUROPE    3 credits 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday  9:05-10:00  
 

This lower-division course provides an introduction to the major social, political, economic, and 

intellectual developments in Europe during the long nineteenth century: from the French Revolution to 

the First World War.  More specifically, we will look at the long-term influence of Enlightenment 

thought, the effects of urbanization and industrialization, and the impact of imperialism.   

Angela Ellis  
 

  

HI 111.    INTRO TO LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY   3 credits 
Tuesday/Thursday 2:10-3:30 
 

An introduction to the economic, political, social, and intellectual history of Latin America. Organized 

thematically and chronologically, topics emphasize understanding the emergence of the colonies of Spain, 

Portugal, France, and England into a group of distinct nation-states. Students will explore Latin American 

society from initial encounters among Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans. We then study 

independence: political, economic, and social challenges of early nation-state formation in a multicultural 

context. We conclude with the twentieth century, addressing topics such as industrialization, revolution, 

U.S.-Latin American relations, and selected intellectual trends.  Not open to students who have successfully 

completed HI 109. (Fulfills Cultural Diversity requirement.)   

Kate Paarlberg-Kvam 
 

 
 

HI 125 AMERICAN COLONIAL HISTORY  3 credits 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:10-11:05 

 
An exploration of the complex and contested history of colonization in North America. Students will 

focus on contact and conflict among different peoples, the ongoing struggle among European and 

indigenous powers for domination of the continent, the critical importance of slavery in crafting the 

North American colonial experience, the rich cultural diversity that defined colonial life, and the trans-

Atlantic events that paved the way for the American Revolution. 

Note(s): (Fulfills the social sciences requirement.)        Eric Morser 



 

 

HI 142 INTRO. TO MODERN CHINA  3 credits 
Tuesday/Thursday 3:40-5:00 

An introductory survey of the major political, economic, and social developments in China, from the 

foundation of the last imperial dynasty in 1644 to the present. Emphasis is on the major stages of the 

revolution, from the Opium War to the present. 

Note(s): (Designated a non-Western culture course; fulfills social sciences requirement.) 

Dylan Ellefson 

 

 
 

HI 144 - East Asian Civilization 3 credits 
Tuesday Thursday 11:10-12:30 

 
An introductory survey of East Asia (China, Japan, Korea) from its earliest history to the end of the Mongol 

empire in the 1300s. Students will explore the formation of Confucianism as an ideology, the changes in 

social and political institutions across East Asia, ideas and practices concerning gender and the family, 

religion and beliefs of elites and ordinary people, and intercultural exchanges and conflicts within East Asia.  

Note(s): (Designated a non-Western culture course; fulfills social sciences requirement.)  

Dylan Ellefson 

 

 
 

 HI 205 RISE OF ROME 3 credits  

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 1:25-2:20 
 

Cicero described history as “the witness of the past, the light of truth, the survival of memory, the 

teacher of life, the message of antiquity.” This interpretation of history will guide us as we explore the 

contributions of the Romans to western civilization. We will examine the first 500 years of Rome's 

history - from the mythical Romulus, to the domination of the Republic over the Mediterranean world 

and central Europe, to the Republic's collapse and replacement by the Empire. We will examine such 

topics as Etruscan civilization, Roman foreign relations, social and political institutions, the 

emergence of Latin literature, and the destructive power of partisan politics. The course concludes 

with a role-playing game, Beware The Ides of March, where students assume the roles of Roman 

politicians deciding the fate of the Republic in the wake of the assassination of Julius Caesar. 

Prerequisite: None. Fulfills the Social Science requirement. Counts toward the Classics, History and 

International Affairs majors.        Michael Arnush 

 
 

HI 217 002  MEN, WOMEN AND GENDER IN MODERN EUROPE      3 credits 
Monday/Wednesday 2:30-3:50 
 

This course is a lower-division exploration of the creation, operation, and interaction of masculinities 

and femininities (in the plural) in Europe between approximately 1750 and the present.  We will 

structure our investigation around five significant events, developments, or trends: the French 

Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, imperialism, the world wars, and the sexual revolution.  It is 

important to realize that “gender history” is not simply another way of saying “women’s history.”  



Instead, we will employ gender as a lens through which to consider the experiences of both women 

and men during the period.  Learning objectives include critiquing the use of gender as a category of 

historical analysis; investigating the gap between prevailing notions about manhood and womanhood 

and the lived experiences of men and women; and teasing apart the intersection of gender with other 

axes of identity, especially race, class, age, marital status, and religious affiliation. 

Angela Ellis 

 

HI 230 HISTORY THROUGH TRAVEL:  Latin America  3 credits 

Tuesday/Thursday 12:40-2:00 
 

An examination of the ideas and impact of European and North American travel narratives on 

historical knowledge of Latin America and the Caribbean from the sixteenth through the early 

twentieth centuries. Students examine accounts by conquerors, diplomats, pirates, scientists, 

missionaries, and tourists to consider what questions and analytical methods allow for interpretation of 

the factual or fictional elements in these important sources for the creation of historical knowledge 

about travelers, their values, the lands they visited, and the people, environments and cultures they 

described. 

Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement; when offered as HI 230W, fulfills expository writing 

requirement.)  Jordana Dym   

 

 

HI 247 HISTORY OF MODERN CHINA  3 credits 

Monday/Wednesday 2:30-3:50 

 

An examination of the historical transformation of the Japanese archipelago from  

a feudal society to a modern state and imperial power, and to a postwar economic giant and a “bubble 

economy” in the 1990s. Students will explore how Japanese women and men have transformed elements of 

other cultures to create forms of government, society, and the arts that are uniquely Japanese. Sources 

include a diary, short stories, legal documents, and films. 

 

Note(s): (Designated a non-Western culture course; fulfills social sciences requirement.)  Dylan Ellefson 

 

 

HI 275.    INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY MAJOR    1 credit 
Tuesday 6:30-8:20 

 

An introduction to the aims of the History major. A prerequisite for the Colloquium. Required of all majors 

and interdepartmental majors, to be taken in the sophomore or junior years. Open to non-majors with consent 

of instructor.    Jennifer Delton 

 

 

HI 280 SCIENCE AND NATURE IN THE RENAISSANCE  3 credits 

Wednesday and Friday 10:10-11:30 



 

A study of the culture of Renaissance ideas as they pertained to the natural world.  Building on historian 

Brian Ogilvie’s argument that natural history was invented in the Renaissance, this course looks at the 

Renaissance perceptions of the natural world from three perspectives:  (1) how scientists and philosophers 

thought about astronomy, astrology, and humans’ relationships with the universe; (2) how explorers, natural 

philosophers, and theorists cataloged and categorized their wonderous discoveries; (3) how Renaissance 

notions of the cosmos transformed perceptions scientists, artists and doctors had about the human body.  

 

Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)     Erica Bastress-Dukehart 

 

HI 328R WAR AND DEPRESSION  4 credits  

Tuesday/Thursday 12:40-2:00 

The United States confronts economic collapse, totalitarian ideologies, and a global war, 1929–45. 

Course examines how these challenges force the United States to change. 

Note(s): Courses at the 300 level are open to sophomores only with permission of instructor. 

Jennifer Delton 

 
 

HI 363R 001 ANCIENT WARFARE  4 credits 
Tuesday/Thursday 2:10-3:30 

 

In the Greek and Roman worlds, warfare was commonplace. Most communities were more often at 

war than at peace – even the pax Romana, or “Roman peace,” that some Roman emperors claimed to 

have instituted, witnessed horrific and brutal military engagements. War gave birth to Athenian 

democracy and to the Roman Republic and Empire, and it provides the backdrop for Homer’s Iliad, 

many of the great tragedies and comedies from Athens, and Vergil’s Aeneid, both as a motif and for us 

to gauge its social impact. Students in this seminar will examine (and on occasion reproduce) the 

mechanics of warfare in classical antiquity – tactics, strategy, weapons and machines – and as well the 

effects and costs of waging war, on the Greeks, Romans, and other cultures in the ancient 

Mediterranean. We will also screen a few films that attempt to capture how the ancients waged war. 

Prerequisite: None. Counts toward the Classics and History majors.      Michael Arnush

 

HI 363C 001 PUBLIC HISTORY   4 credits 
Wednesday/Friday 12:20-1:40 

"Most people encounter the past every day without setting foot in a history classroom, whether 

through reading a placard in a historic city center, updating a family recipe, or watching “History 

Detectives” on TV.  Much of this past is mediated by public historians, people who apply the 

historian’s skills of writing, research, and presentation to engage a popular audience.  This course 

considers the distinctive practices of history “on the hoof” both within Saratoga Springs, as well as in 

national and international settings.  We will read relevant literature and discuss how public historians 

craft different versions of the past; how governments and institutions construct and disseminate 

historic narratives; portrayals of the past in popular culture, including newspapers, television and film; 

and how private groups, including families and museums, preserve individual and collective heritage 

and memory.  Students will evaluate museum exhibits, historic sites, events, and archives.  In addition, 

they will work in teams on a larger public history project."   Eric Morser 



 

HI 363  004 TUDOR STUART   3 credits 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 12:20-1:15 

This upper-division course will examine from many angles the history of England (and that of Wales, 

Scotland, Ireland, and the colonies when possible) from the accession of Henry VII in 1485 through 

the political settlement following the Glorious Revolution in 1688.  We will focus on a number of key 

themes, including the social and economic effects of rapid population growth, the conversion of the 

realm from Catholicism to Protestantism, the development of constitutional monarchy, and the 

emergence of the kingdom as an important political and economic power.    Angela Ellis 

 

 


