Project Unity Minutes from 11-30-07
· Permanent Director of Student Diversity Programs

- We questioned how much input students have in the hiring of a director of Student Diversity Programs.
- We came to the agreement that we need a director in the office, and Mariel is our first choice! 

- She has done an amazing job, and has continuously gone beyond the call of duty. 
- We agreed to draft a document stating that we want Mariel as the permanent director.
- We agreed to have a petition go along with that document, in order to strengthen support.
- The group decided to personally document testimonies showing Mariel’s dedication and qualification.

- Those testimonies are to be sent to Mike (mthomas@skidmore.edu) and Elena (emilius@skidmore.edu), so they can attach them to the official document.

- Testimonies can be emailed to either of them or posted on the Project Unity Group wall on facebook.com (http://skidmore.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7313917686)

- Testimonies and ideas must be submitted by December 12, 2007, so that Elena and Mike can attach them to the first draft of the official document.

- First draft of the official document will be presented and discussed during Project Unity on December 14, 2007. Changes will be made from there.

· Preferences for a Permanent Director:

- Someone who wants to do the job.

- Has knowledge of Skidmore.

- Feels a need to strengthen diversity programs.

- Has ideas to make the Intercultural Center better 

· Intercultural Center Expansion:

- Someone suggested having a pillar of what interculturalism is

- What is the ICC? Is it a lounge, meeting space, or work office?

- We discussed decorating the “new” ICC

- We discussed using club donations to turn it into a gallery

- Talking to Skidmore alum was mentioned.

· Bias Response/ SGA Talk
- We mentioned the Respect Matters Campaign and the bias response website.

- Mike is working with the SGA President to help promote the bias response website.

- Mike briefly mentioned the possibility of an SGA Q&A Forum to increase communication and understanding between SGA and the student body.
- Talk of going to Senate to repeal a resolution that creates inequality in elections procedures

· MLK, JR. Day
- For the first time ever, Skidmore will celebrate MLK, Jr’s birthday, which is why there are no classes on January 21, 2008.

- Project Unity will celebrate his birthday on Thursday, January 24, 2008.

- We will sponsor an even in Gannett where we watch the Boondocks and facilitate a discussion on the MLK episode.

- We discussed playing the “I Have a Dream” speech and lighting candles in his memory.

- There was also discussion of PU member memorizing a part of the speech and reciting it while lighting candles.

- Possibly have a projector/ speakers on the green while we play the speech.

- There was also talk of a museum type trail with milestones & quotes. This may take place during black history month.

· Sexism Forum Ideas
· Misogyny vs. Appreciation*

· Ideas for Our Big Finale in April 
· Diversity Dance

· “Switching Paragraphs”- Reading the personal experience of someone completely different from yourself.
