
THE CAMPUS IN THE YEAR 2050 
 
Should the college decide to grow in the long term, 
we believe the campus might take this shape by 
the year 2050, with possible opportunities shown in 
gold.  We continued the current separation of 
academic, residential and recreation areas, and 
kept those zones intact, with residential growth to 
the west, academic/administrative growth to the 
north and recreation/athletic space to the south.  
However, as distinctions between work spaces and 
living spaces become more blurred in society, we 
could see a similar mixing on this campus in the 
future. 
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1. Possible Residential Buildings.  Three or 

more apartment buildings with 125-200 beds 
each can be located on the footprints of the 
old Scribner Village apartments, demolished 
earlier.  Because they are at the lowest level 
of the campus, they can be somewhat taller 
without overwhelming the campus.  The green 
space east of these new buildings would be 
landscaped as Scribner Green, with the 
student commons at its center.  Student 
parking could be built in lower levels.  By year 
2050, if the dominance of the automobile 
continues, we assume that scarce land may 
require structured parking. 

 
2. Possible Academic Buildings and the 

completion of Crescent Green.  The final 
shape of Crescent Green is now apparent, 
with the addition of four or five new structures 
at about 60,000 gross square feet each.  This 
major new green space, 200 feet by 700 ft, 
will be the heart of this new part of the 
Jonsson Campus, just as Case Green 
anchors the original portion of 1960’s campus.  
Parking may be on surface lots, structured, or 
both.  

 
3. Possible Sports and Recreation Space.  A 

Field House would be a useful addition given 
Skidmore’s north country location.  Housing 
five tennis courts surrounded by a running 
track, it could be built adjacent to the current 
athletic center with parking below.  Not shown 
on this map, additional fields could be located 
on non-contiguous Skidmore land at Ingram 
Park on Daniels Road, and the Van Lennep 
Riding Center would be renovated or rebuilt. 

 
4. Possible Conference Center         

 Once Admissions is moved across North 
Broadway, the Surrey-Williamson Inn and its 
adjacent properties could be combined to 
create an academic conference center. 

 
All the possibilities for new structures shown on 
this map are merely placeholders, not buildings.  
Future leaders will determine their sizes and 
heights, their uses and, of course, their character.  
What we propose here is a framework for the 
future.  We believe this framework is sound 
enough that the college should work toward its 
accomplishment over the decades ahead.  
Conversely, the college should not do things ad 
hoc which block this future unless it has a 
comprehensive view of a clearly better alternative. 
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