
Index Cards  

 

– Name 

– Major, minor 

– Where you are from? 

– Relevant courses for class 

– Relevant work, research, internship or life experiences 
for class 

– Something interesting about yourself 



• Expectations 
– Soft Bigotry of Low Expectations 

• Class format- discussion/Socratic method 
• Requirements  
• Administrative 

– Everything on webpage- 
http://www.skidmore.edu/~bturner/ 

• Readings- mix of scholarly/popular; ideological 
perspectivs 

• Absence Policy – 2 no questions asked 

http://www.skidmore.edu/~bturner/


Objectives of the class 

• Skills 

– Research skills 

– Analytical 

– Writing 

 

– “We spent too much time talking about writing, if 
I wanted that I would have taken an English class.” 

 



Agenda Setting 



Political Institutions, Gridlock, 
Alternative Pathways 

 

Grist, Sep 2011- “Obama is 
the new Bush when it comes 
to clean air.” 



Environmental Policy Instruments 

• Command and Control Regulation  

• Permitting process 

• Reforming regulation  

• Corporate environmentalism  

• Cost benefit analysis 

• Market incentives (cap and trade, carbon tax) 

• Disclosure 

• Environmental justice 

• Grass roots environmental management 

 



Environmental Movement 

• Pundits vs. Political Scientists with some help 
from ecology  



Why Take This Class? 

• Who is an 

– ES social and cultural Major 

– ES natural science track Major 

– Government Major 



If you want to save the planet… 

• The Scientist 
• all environmental 

problems can be 
traced to the lack 
of scientific 
knowledge about 
the dynamics of 
natural systems 
or about the 
impact of 
technology.  



If you want to save the planet… 

• Economist 

• the major course of 
environmental ills is the 
imbalance of incentives.  



If you want to save the planet… 

• Philosopher/Ethicist 
• the environmental crisis is a 

consequence of our faulty belief 
systems and values, which are 
deficient in face of 
contemporary ecological 
threats.  
 

• Eliza "the changes our nation—
and our world—need to see 
will not come from the 
government, but from the 
power of the people." 
 



a society can "choose to fail."  

 



Border of Haiti & Dominican Republic. 

 



Can Liberal Democracy Save the 
Environment? 

 



Agree or Disagree 

• There has been little progress or improvement in 
the environment.  

• As a nation, we do no regulate the environment 
enough. 

• Environment Regulation is always in the public 
interest 

• Without regulation, corporations will pollute with 
abandon 

• Economic globalization unleashed environmental 
race to the bottom 
 
 
 



Better job of setting priorities 

 



Maintain democratic values 

 



Use Social Resources Efficiently 

• or 



Rising Costs 

 



New Institutions 

• Integrate environmental concerns  

• Integrate information 



Internationalization of Environmental Issues  

 



Measure Progress 

 


