CRITIQUING GUIDELINES
Giving and receiving constructive criticism is an important part of the education of any artist. In order to maintain harmony in the group, and to ensure that everyone benefits from their participation, please read and adhere to the following guidelines: 

When You Are Reviewing Another Student's Work

Being a good critic will make you a better artist; being a good citizen will make you a welcome, productive member of the group. So when you are evaluating another's work: 

1. Try to always begin with a positive comment. It's as important for artists to know what's working in their piece as to know what's not. 

2. Be specific and objective. Offer suggestions, not just criticisms. If something doesn't work for you, or if you think there is a weakness in the piece, try to identify specifically what the problem is and how it could be fixed. 

3. Don't get personal. Direct your comments to the work, not the artist. Subjective comments such as "that's stupid," or "I hate it" don't do anyone any good-the artist certainly doesn't benefit if you don't take the time to figure out what it is you don't like and why. Learning to think critically about someone else's work and articulating your impressions will make you a much better artist.

4. Participate in every session. As a courtesy to your classmates and to exercise your own critical skills, plan to comment at least once each session-more often if you have something substantive to contribute to the ongoing discussion. 

5. Don't repeat what others have already said. Go beyond the obvious and try to dig deeper into the work. When it's your turn to be evaluated, you'll appreciate a wide variety of thoughtful comments; be prepared to offer the same to your classmates. 

6. And, since your turn will come, do unto others. . . . Remember, your work will eventually be in the spotlight, and you'll be in the hot seat. Treat the work of others with the courtesy and respect it deserves and that you'd expect in return. Personally disparaging remarks, argumentative behavior, foul language, and just plain rudeness have no place in the critique. 

When Your Work is Being Reviewed We know how hard it is to put your work (and by extension, yourself) on the line. Remember that the people who will be reviewing your work here are your peers-they all face the same challenges and difficulties that you do. Their work isn't perfect; they're still learning; they don't know everything either. Together you can help each other by sharing insights, creative suggestions and support. So when your work is selected for group critique: 

1. Stay out of the discussion unless you are asked a direct question. This will be the most difficult rule to follow, but it is perhaps the most important-both to your growth as an artist and to the productivity of the discussion. You will want to defend your work. You will want to explain why you did something a particular way or why your classmates didn't understand what you wrote. The need to respond to a challenge to your work will be as instinctive as the need to protect your own children. You must resist. Unless someone asks you a direct question, let the work speak for itself and let the group react without your intrusion. And if you do need to clarify something, limit your response only to what is asked. 

2. Don't take negative comments personally. No one's here to hurt you or to pass judgement on you. It would be nice if all the reactions you ever got to your work were positive. But if that were the case, you probably wouldn't be in this class in the first place. You came here to improve your artwork and sometimes that means listening to some hard truths. So, accept everyone's comments-good and bad-in the spirit in which they were given-as suggestions from artists just like you who want to help each other get better. 

3. Give it some time to sink in. Consider the comments carefully and think about what each person is really saying. Give equal consideration to all comments-even the ones you don't agree with. 

4. Give your peers a break. They are looking at your work for the first time, and they may be only looking at a portion of it. They may make comments or speculate about something that you know would be clear if they could see the rest of the piece. As we've already mentioned, the point of this exercise is not to defend your work or to prove how smart you are. Many times you'll be able to say to yourself, "I did that already," or "that question will be answered when the piece is finished." But just as often you'll say, "I never thought of that," or "I didn't think the viewer would be interested in that information," or "I thought I was clear on that point, but I guess it still needs some work." 

5. If you have questions, take them up with your instructor. If it's obvious from the group's comments, for example, that your piece needs work, or that you haven't been clear, but you can't figure out how to fix the problem, get your instructor's help. When you submit your next assignment, ask for clarification of any concepts you still don't understand. If possible, try to incorporate some of the suggestions into your next assignment and get your instructor's feedback on how you did. 

6. Remember, this is your work and you must ultimately make the creative decisions that feel right to you. Whatever the group's response, you should: 

*
stick with an idea that is deeply interesting to you, even if it needs a lot of work 

*
never compromise your vision for the piece 

*
try everything to see what works and what doesn't 

*
please yourself first 

