HISTORY 109: CONTEMPORARY LATIN AMERICA


SPRING 2003

ESSAY QUESTIONS: PART II


Answer one essay question.  In your essay, draw specific examples from at least two relevant texts from the course, including at least one primary source.  Remember to CITE your source (even if paraphrasing) to make clear which of the readings you are using, and to use the Chicago Manual of Style to footnote or endnote.  Information from lectures may be used as one source.  

Essays should be 3-4 double-spaced typed pages. Acceptable fonts: Times New Roman 12; Courier 10; Margins: 1 inch on all sides.

Remember:  Historians break down analysis into: political, economic, social, intellectual, and cultural components.  You will want to think about how your evidence and argument fit within these categories.

GRADING:  Review the grading rubric for specific qualities expected of A, B, C & D papers.  The grade for each essay question will take into account: strength & clarity of thesis (first) paragraph; use of relevant and specific evidence; organization, clarity, specificity, & use of topic sentences; and overall effectiveness of the paper.  

QUESTIONS

A) Since the nineteenth century, Latin American intellectuals, governments and institutions have taken many approaches to creating a “national” identity.  Examine one approach from the late nineteenth and/or early twentieth century.  What divisions or problems did this approach intend to overcome?  Why do you think it succeeded or did not?  Be sure to refer to specific ideas, policies and results.    

B) How does Doña Maria’s testimony complicate, explain, challenge or support arguments about two of the following: race, class, gender and/or politics in early twentieth century Latin America?  

C) Women became more active participants in Latin American public life by the beginning of the twentieth century.  Discuss how the history of women became part of national history between 1890 and 1940. 

D) What was revolutionary about the Mexican Revolution?  In your answer, be sure to define a “revolution” and pay attention to the historical “moment(s)” your evidence reflects.  

Additional Primary Sources:  If you’re feeling constrained, you might look at a pair of documents representing US and Mexican understanding of the nationalization of the oil industry. (Mexico: http://www.historicaltextarchive.com/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=151) ; US reply to Mexico, http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5169/)

E) The 1880s saw the end of slavery and the rise of women’s rights movements in Latin America.  Historians often describe both as representing a process of emancipation.  Do you think the emancipation of women is comparable to the abolition of slavery?  Why or why not?   Or, in other words, in what ways were these emancipation movements the same or different?  Draw specific examples from Latin American cases.

F) Your own question, approved by Professor Dym, by Friday, March 7, 5pm.

Appropriate Primary Texts: 

US approaches to and Latin American responses to US imperialism, Asturias, Plan of Ayala, Plan of San Luis Potosí, John Reed, Mexican Constitution of 1917; Vasconcelos; Justicialism; History of Peronism, Doña María’s testimony

Appropriate Secondary Texts: 

Chasteen, Scott, Safford, McCreery, James, Stepan, Lavrin, James (introduction; analytical chapters) 

