Research paper

March 22, 2005
LS 2-166: Human interaction with the Landscape

Due: April 28, 2005
In class we have talked generally about several topics and we have also briefly touched upon a few case studies.  Now is your time to delve into a topic that interests you the most.  You can choose a case study to write a paper that highlights and details some aspect of human-land interactions.  The topic CANNOT be broad and general (climate change) rather IT MUST BE confined to a case study (aquaculture of China).  

You have until March 29th to determine a case study for your report, at which time I want a typed description of your case study.  Take the time to write about a page that describes a general background (broad and general…i.e. aquaculture) and how your case study fits into the general topic (aquaculture in China).  I also want you to include a list of questions that you will answer.  Lastly, I want you to detail why you choose this topic.  I will read these over and give the final OK on March 31st or give feedback on how to modify your topic.  These proposals will be graded so hand them in on time.

For your report you should be able to answer most of the following:

· write an introduction of the general topic of why it is an important human-land interaction

· explain why your case study is important

· investigate the issue from the scientific, political, economic, and social sides

· give your analysis and your opinion on the issue

Include any other important question that you can think of.

Your paper should be no longer than 5 double spaced pages (not including figures, tables and references).  This is a tight limit so you will have to write concisely to include all of the important information.  Be sure to include any pertinent figures or data.  This paper should not just be a data dump.  I am looking for some thoughtful insight from you.  

You should have at least eight references.  These should be mostly primary sources (journals or other scholarly works).  I am going to limit you to three web sites, although you may use web sites to find primary literature.  All references in text should be parenthetical with author’s last name followed by the year of publication (Smith et al., 2005).  Do not use footnotes or endnotes.  Your references should be listed at the end of your paper.  Go to http://www.geosociety.org/pubs/geoguid5.htm at the bottom under “References Cited” to see the format you should use.  

During our final two classes you will have to do a short (10 minute) presentation for the class.  I strongly encourage you to make your presentation on PowerPoint (all Skidmore computers have this program) because you will most likely need to learn this program for future careers or classes.  This program is easy to learn and I can provide a workshop to get you started if you wish.  

Here are some suggestions, but feel free to develop you own:

· Chernobyl melt-down

· Impact of atomic bomb on Hiroshima or Nagasaki

· Issues surrounding the Bingham copper mine 

· Issues surrounding Three Gorges Dam

· Issues surrounding Glen Canyon Dam

· How does your community handle its waste?

· Social, Economical, and Environmental issues surrounding a particular urban development

· Rebuilding / resettlement of a location after a natural hazard (Pompeii, New Orleans, LA landslides)

· The current state of an alternative energy and an example of where it is successfully being used

· The deforestation of a country

· The inner workings of an oil history

· President Bushes oil record

· Analysis of environmental impact of a war or a particular battle (WWII, the Gulf War)

· Consequence of fire suppression

· Analysis of a religion or a spiritual group and the land

· Recreation and the land use of a park or some area (hiking, off road vehicle, boating, skiing, etc.)

· Automobile pollution and the greenhouse effect for a city or country

· Impact of a volcanic eruption (Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Pinatubo, Mt. Tambora)

· Impact of a major earthquake

