A few words about debates
You are required to write 5 questions to help the moderator run the debate.  These questions should be emailed to the moderator and me within one week.  The moderator will compile and select the questions that will be asked during the debate.  This list will be emailed to the two debate teams at least 5 days in advance.

The debate questions are the most important part of the debate and everyone should spend quality time forming questions.  You should not form your questions 5 minutes before the deadline, rather you should spend a significant amount of time thinking about quality, fair, and inclusive questions.

Here are some things to think about when forming debate questions.

· Craft fair and balanced questions that can be answered by both sides

· Be impartial – in other words, don’t write loaded questions

· Write questions that require data to back up answers

· Don’t write questions asking for opinions

The debate teams should use the list of questions to prepare their answers.  

· Make sure you have facts (and their sources) to back up your arguments

· Search outside materials to strengthen your arguments.

· Be concise in your answers.

· Have good counter arguments.

· Prepare!

