Economic Geography (EC 361 001)
Robert Jones  Fall 2009

Mon Wed 2:30 to 3:50 PM in Harder 101
The economics of the spatial distribution of economic activity within urban areas, counties and at the state and regional levels of the United States.  Geographic Information Systems (GIS) will be applied to topics such as urban growth and change, employment, economic growth and migration.

Required Text: Arthur O’Sullivan, Urban Economics, sixth edition.

Tentative Outline

	Week of
	Topic (chapter)

	
	

	Sept. 9
	Introduction to Urban Economics

	Sept. 14
	Why “cities” exist; Agglomeration economies

	Sept. 21
	City size

	Sept. 28
	Introduction to Spatial Economics and GIS 

	Oct. 5
	Urban growth

	Oct. 12
	Urban analysis in GIS

	Oct. 26
	Exam #1 (30% of grade)


	Oct. 28
	GIS and economic research (M. Powlick)

	Nov. 2
	State-level measures of economic activity

	Nov. 9
	Economic regions of the United States 

	Nov. 16
	County-level data Migration patterns

	Nov. 23
	Land use patterns
Term Paper Outline Due (10% of grade)

	Nov. 30
Dec. 7
Dec. 17 6PM
	Neighborhood choice
Review
Exam #2



Grading

30% Exam 1 (October 21)
10% Term Paper outline (November 23)

20% GIS Project (December 18)
20% Term Paper (December 18)

20% Exam 2 (Thursday, December 17, 6:00 PM)
