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The study of philosophy provides the concepts, analytical skills, 
and creative perception to engage deeply with the human 

situation. Courses in this discipline develop the habits of mind that 
make it possible to engage our changing world in a perceptive, 

intelligent, sensitive, and creative manner. 

The major emphasizes active engagement with philosophical texts, 
with the histories and traditions of human thought, and with 

current issues of deep significance.



Why Study
Philosophy?
• It interests you!
• Freedom to think about a 

variety of issues you care 
about.

• Consider interdisciplinary
connections.

• Transferrable skills: critical 
thinking, close reading, 
careful writing, creative 
problem solving.

• Builds capacities for 
reflective citizenship.



A. History Sequence: PH-203 – Ancient Greek Philosophy and 
PH-204 – Modern Philosophy from Descartes to Kant

B. Logic: PH-207 – Introduction to Logic

Foundational Requirements

The Philosophy Major

Six additional philosophy courses of at least 3 credit hours.
Electives

Senior Coda

At least four of these must be at the 300-level. One of the 300-level 
courses must focus primarily on the history of philosophy.

PH-375: Senior Portfolio – develop a portfolio of representative 
work, deepen research and presentation skills, and explore 
directions for future endeavors post-Skidmore.



The Philosophy Minor

Five courses of at least 3 credit hours each totaling at least 18 
credit hours.

One of the five courses must be from this list:
1. PH-101: Introduction to Philosophy
2. PH-203: Ancient Greek Philosophy
3. PH-204: Modern Philosophy from Descartes to Kant

Two of the courses must be at the 300-level.



Sample Courses (from 2019-2021)
PH-101: Introduction to Philosophy
PH-110W: Political Philosophy: An Intro
PH-203: Ancient Greek Philosophy
PH-204: Modern Philosophy
PH-207: Introduction to Logic
PH-210: Aesthetics
PH-211: Ethics
PH-225: Environmental Philosophy
PH-216: Identity, Knowledge, and Ignorance
PHDS-217: Film Truth
PH-230: Love and Friendship
PH-230: Medical Ethics
PH-230: Philosophy of Law
PH-230: Theory of Knowledge

PH-230: Philosophy of Social Science
PH-230: Early Chinese Philosophy
PH-241: Philosophy of Mind

300-level seminars have included:
Recognition and Self
19th-Century Philosophy 
Existentialism
Disagreement & Culpable Ignorance
Artificial Intelligence
Daoism and Philosophy of Language
Thinking Human Bodies
Philosophy of Religion
Seminar on Leibniz 
Seminar on Kant



Student
Perspectives

• What has been your experience in the major?
• Is it possible to combine with another major?
• Are there study abroad opportunities?
• Are there internship opportunities?



After 
Skidmore



















Philosophy Club
A fun and welcoming place to discuss the 

issues that excite you.



Credits: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
infographics & images by Freepik

http://www.skidmore.edu/philosophy/

https://www.facebook.com/SkidmorePhilosophy

Questions?

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
http://www.skidmore.edu/philosophy/
https://www.facebook.com/SkidmorePhilosophy


Drawing


