Spring 2015

American Studies

At long last, spring has sprung here in Saratoga
Springs. I was getting worried that we were going to
complete the 2014-15 academic year without experiencing warmth, green grass, and leaves on the trees.
But as always, Mother Nature delivered. So, too, did
the American Studies faculty and students, who worked
together to have another good, strong, productive year.
You will be unsurprised to learn that the American Studies faculty offered a wide range of interesting, creative, rigorous classes. The following is a partial list.
Greg Pfitzer was his usual brilliant self in the classroom,
teaching Senior Seminar in the fall and his class on the
1960s in the spring. Skidmore alum and Visiting Assistant Professor Megan Williams (Beck Krefting’s sabbatical replacement) taught her popular and innovative version of AM 103 on The Wizard of Oz and several sections of Jazz, Race, and Gender. Skidmore newcomer
Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, also a Visiting Assistant Professor, taught a much-needed course on Museum Studies, as well as one on America Post-September 11. Actually, she taught two versions of the America PostSeptember 11 class. One of them was team taught with
Visiting Assistant Professor David Kieran (who has an
American Studies PhD) of the History Department. This
past semester, I offered a new class titled Reel Sport,
which was about sports films. Collectively, there was a
whole lot of learning going on in these classes.
Of course, learning occurs in other places, too: in Skidmore lecture halls and on field trips, for example. In
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September, we brought the distinguished historian
Allan Winkler to campus to give a lecture on Pete
Seeger (which included singing along to Winkler’s
guitar) and to speak with our Senior Seminar students on strategies for completing their theses. In
April, American Studies hosted the biennial Kuroda
Symposium in Early American Politics and Culture.
This year’s Kuroda lecture was given by Vincent
Brown, who is the Charles Warren Professor of
History, Professor of African and African American
Studies, and Director of the History Design Studio
at Harvard University. Professor Brown’s lecture
was titled “Designing Histories of Slavery for the
Age of the Database” and considered ways
in which multimedia scholarship invites reconsideration of how history has been, could be, and should
be represented. It was a terrific lecture. Brown
was equally impressive the next morning in the
Pohndorff Reading Room when he responded to
the work of students from the American Studies,
Government, and History departments. He treated
the students and their work with respect and also
pushed them to consider some tough questions.
The lone American Studies representative that sunny morning was Liz Stepakoff ’15, an English major on loan to American Studies. Part of her ambitious English Honors Thesis, Liz’s paper was about
Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage
(1895) and why it has become a preferred, arguably dominant narrative about the Civil War. Her
performance was first rate and was honed the
month before at a St. John Fisher College American Studies undergraduate conference, which
Greg Pfitzer, Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, and I attended. Liz shined there, too, among fellow undergraduates from St. John Fisher, Hobart William
Smith Colleges, SUNY Geneseo, SUNY Fredonia,
and the University of Rochester.
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Rebecca Baruc

Elizabeth (Libbie) Pattison

I came to Skidmore convinced
I would major in studio art.
After a few classes in the
American Studies Department
I knew my home was within
the most interdisciplinary department and with the
most amazing faculty – faculty
who became friends. I got to
study Black Feminism in contemporary art, Yiddish culture
in America, Comedy Studies,
and wrote my thesis on artist John Singer Sargent. I used to
worry that it would be parochial and limiting to strictly
study America in such a globalized world, but in delving
into America's past and contemporary culture I learned
there's an eternal world just within these two coasts, and the
earth has now become a galaxy, and the galaxy – well, I
don't want to implode. I've also just become like a totally, really, better writer. After I walk the stage I might assist a
professional biographer in interviewing my grandfather and
chronicling his life story. One day we will get him to admit
he spied for the CIA. By the end of the summer I will be in
Chicago where I hope to continue performing comedy and
my art practice, as well as get paid by an institution that values my work experience and skills – like a job! I am so
grateful to have been part of a community that loves, laughs
and learns, and only hope I will find a community half as
vibrant in all the places I go in this enormous universe.

I decided to become an American Studies major after
taking Mark Twain's America with Greg Pfitzer because he was an excellent professor and I had never
felt so motivated by a teacher before. The faculty of
the American Studies department was really what
pulled me in, but my interest in history, context and
culture kept me coming back for more. As I became
more involved in critical race studies and social justice work, I found that the American Studies Department was keeping up with me and offering courses,
such as Black Feminist Thoughts and Queering the
City, that continuously challenged me. I will be pursuing a Master's degree in Human Rights Studies at
Columbia University this fall and I look forward to
bringing my American Studies background to the
table.
Thank you!

Alicia Pierce
I became an American Studies major because the classes offered a
unique blend of American history,
culture, literature, music, film, television, sports... you name it!
Many of the classes that I took
were aligned with my interests. This meant that I got
to read, discuss, and critically think about subjects
that mattered to me. The interdisciplinary nature of
the American Studies major also allowed me
to complete a second major in Social Work and a minor in Government. After graduation, I plan to spend
my summer working for Special Programs at Skidmore. Next fall, I will begin the master's program
at New York University's Silver School of Social
Work. I am confident that the American Studies Department helped shape me into a historically, socially,
and culturally aware individual--all skills which I will
keep with me well into my future.
Thank you!
Alicia

Fall Courses 2015
AM 103 The
American
City
Professor Amber
Wiley
Tu Th, 2:10-3:30
Credits: 4
Introduction to
the interdisciplinary study of American culture, past and present. Emphasizes reading
critically, thinking historically, practicing interdisciplinarity, and acknowledging diversity. Students will analyze and synthesize multiple kinds of primary sources (such as fiction, film, music, art) and disciplinary perspectives (sociology, economics, media criticism) to appreciate better the complexity of
American life and culture. Note(s): (Fulfills
social science requirement.)
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AM 103W
A Humorous
(Dis)Course
Professor Beck Krefting
Tu Th, 12:40-2:00
Credits: 4
In this course we will
use comedic cultural
forms to think critically
about American culture and to explore key moments
and transitions in American history. As burgeoning
Americanists, we will examine the history of comedy
as the history of the United States—that comedy reflects the institutions and ideologies shaping cultural
production; the same institutions and ideologies that
prompt us to warfare, that determine who has rights
and who does not and that influence our consumptive
practices. This course will examine the history of cultural production in America, specifically through the
cultural forms of minstrelsy, vaudeville, improv, and
stand-up comedy and how it has been influenced and
shaped by shifts in social consciousness, changing
economy, industrial and technological innovations,
political events, public/popular discourses and global
conflict and relations.

AM 233 001
American Past in Films
Professor Daniel Nathan
Tu Th, 11:10-12:30
Credits: 4

AM 103 002 Intro.: Wizard of OZ
Professor Megan Williams
M/W 4:00-5:20
Credits: 4
This course is an interdisciplinary and intersectional analysis of The W izard of Oz as an American
myth, meant to introduce students to the study of
American culture, past and present. Beginning
with L. Frank Baum’s turn-of-the-century feminist
fairytale, The W onderful W izard of Oz, students
will analyze the ways cultural producers and audiences have used The W izard of Oz myth to negotiate issues of gender, race, class, sexuality, and ability during periods of social change and backlash.

An examination of how Hollywood filmmakers have represented the American past, with
special attention to the implications of movies for the construction of American cultural identity. Students will analyze films as historical documents that reflect (and sometimes reproduce) the ethos or cultural politics of the period
in which they were made and first viewed. Through the use
of popular culture theories, students will consider the ways
in which films inform (and sometimes obfuscate and subvert) historical understanding. Note(s): (Fulfills social
sciences requirement.)

Fall Courses 2015
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AM 345H 001
Disorderly Women
AM 260C 001 African Experience
Professor Amber Wiley
MW, 2:30-3:50
Credits: 3
A study of the African-American experience, 1860s–
1980s. Using both primary and secondary source material, the course examines the critical issues and period relevant to the African-American struggle toward freedom
and equality. Topics include slavery, emancipation, and
Reconstruction; the woman’s era; the age of Jim Crow
and the new Negro; the civil rights movement; and the
post-reform period. Sources include narratives, documents, photographs, and films.
Note(s): (Designated a Cultur al Diver sity cour se; fulfills social sciences requirement.

AM 332 001 Global Perspectives of
United States
Professor Daniel Nathan
WF, 8:40-10:00
Credits: 4
U.S., its citizens and culture. Employing an interdisciplinary methodology, student will consider how the U.S.
appeared to Europeans in the eighteenth century and how
others since then have made sense of this country, with an
emphasis on the twentieth century and the post-9/11 cultural moment. Students will examine themes including
the preferred national narrative of the U.S. as a place of
freedom, opportunity, democracy, and multicultural pluralism; and different forms of anti-Americanism.
Note(s): 300-level courses in American Studies are not
ordinarily open to first-year students except by permission of the instructor. (Designated a Cultural Diversity
course.)

Professor Beck Krefting
Tu/Th 9:10-11:00
Credits: 3
What defines women as “disorderly” in specific
time and place; in what ways do some women deviate from the roles and behavior expected of all
women; what motivates disorderly women, from
their perspectives, to act as they do; what successes/
non-successes have disorderly women experienced,
and at what psychic cost? Disorderly women focuses on some of the women who have been characterized by the larger society as unruly, disruptive, radical, militant, unfeminine—just generally
“disorderly.” Why certain women have been perceived as disorderly is reflective of the society in
which they lived. We will examine types of women
considered disorderly as well as the experiences of
specific so-called disorderly women in the nineteenth and twentieth-century United States.

AM 374 001 Senior Seminar
Professor Gregory Pfitzer
MW, 4:00-5:50
Credits: 4

Exploration of primary and secondary sources in
the interdisciplinary examination of a particular
topic in American culture. Students will pursue a
major research project or prepare an honors thesis
proposal. Required of all senior majors. Open to
majors only; normally taken in fall semester of senior year.
Note(s): 300-level courses in American Studies are
not ordinarily open to first-year students except by
permission of the instructor.

Study Abroad
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Hannah
Doban ‘16
This semester,
I’ve been studying abroad in
Milan, Italy, on
the IES: Milan
Today program.
While not
always the top
destination for
people traveling
to Italy, I’ve
been blessed to
discover what a
gem of a city Milan is. It has been especially interesting this spring,
considering the World Expo Fair will be held in Milan from May until August, and also considering that
Milan was recently voted as the #1 city to visit in the
world! From Media Studies to Modern Italian Art
History, I’ve taken four classes that focus on enriching my understanding of the Italian culture and language. At the same time, through my travels around
Europe, I have learned about many global perspectives of the United States, from Dublin to Dubrovnik.
I took a gondola ride in Venice, saw ancient ruins
upon ancient ruins in Rome, explored underwater
caves in the Amalfi Coast, and hiked through the five
towns that make up Cinque Terre. I saw the sunrise in
Santorini, haggled with shopkeepers at the Grand
Bazaar in Istanbul, skied the Swiss Alps, navigated
Amsterdam via bicycle, walked the Berlin Wall, celebrated St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland, and hung out with
fellow Skidmore Thoroughbreds on the streets of Paris. When I had time to rest between travels, Milan
was the perfect home base. I recommend the IES program to anyone who craves to travel the world, learn
about a multitude of other cultures (including how
our own American culture is viewed), and, of course,
anyone who lives for prosciutto, pizza, pasta, and
gelato (you get the picture—Italy has the best food).
Even though I miss Skidmore and the American
Studies department dearly, my semester abroad has
truly been an eye-opening, once-in-a-lifetime experience. If anyone has any questions about the program,
feel free to contact me
directly!

Dorothea Trufelman
My fall semester in Washington, DC, was spent studying journalism through the Washington Semester Program, an intensive curriculum split between classroom
academics and a professional internship. Between writing our own news stories, our days involved trips to
major news outlets, such as NPR and Bloomberg, to
talk to professionals in the field. Twice a week I interned at the National Museum of Women in the Arts,
where I worked as the first Digital Media Intern. Over
the course of four months, I researched, filmed, edited
and produced a series of videos for both an online and
on-site exhibition.
Initially, I thought of my plan to study in
Washington, for the fall and Havana, Cuba, for the
spring as simply a way to fulfill my American Studies
major and Studio Art minor in two radically different
places. However, after President Obama’s announcement in December on restoring relations with the island country, the two places have, historically, never
been more connected.
The following January I took off to Cuba as a
visiting student with NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts
for a three-month photography program. All thirteen of
us lived together in a beautiful, old mansion in
Vedado, Havana’s urban district, along with thirty other American students studying in Cuba. Twice a week
we had class at the Ludwig Foundation of Art to learn
about Cuban cinema and history. The rest of the week
was divided between the nine documentary students
working on their final project and the four photography
students, myself included, critiquing our works in progress. Our creative work culminated into a successful
final show at Ludwig only two days before we had to
fly back to the States. Never will I forget our nights
spent watching the waves crash over the Malecón,
Cuba’s waterfront, or the colorful, crumbling facades
of our neighboring mansions. The intensive semester
was an artistic challenge to capture life in a country on
the brink of monumental change. Thanks to the easing
of restrictions, it is now easier than ever for Americans
to immerse themselves the intensity of the Cuba cityscape before time inevitably changes it.
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Chairs Letter continued:

Skidmore students also took to the road on field trips. I took my first-year Scribner Seminar students, David
Kieran, and Jacque and some of her AM 103 students to New York City in November to visit the National September 11 Memorial & Museum. It was a cold, rainy day and a powerful educational experience for everyone.
Having Jacque there was great, as she is a bona fide expert on 9/11 and collective memory and has worked at
the 9/11 Museum. Greg Pfitzer also took his students on myriad field trips (for a list of them, see p. 10).
Another valuable out-of-the-classroom experience for our students was the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery exhibit, Hope and Anger: The Civil Rights Movement and Beyond, that Megan Williams and her students (and
Rachel Seligman of the Tang) helped curate (see p. 6 for more on this). Kudos to Megan for taking the initiative to
make this public history event happen. The opening night in December was full of energy and excitement. Speaking of Megan, I have to share that in January she was quoted in Smithsonian Magazine, due to her The Wizard of
Oz expertise.
As is our tradition, the American Studies department also helped co-sponsor a variety of on-campus events this
year, including Social Justice Month, the student-led “Get to Freedom: Organize” conference, and the performance by poet and activist Sonya Renee, which was organized by the student group H.I.P.S. (Health. Image. Power. Success.).
Traditionally, we also have AM seniors who write Honors Theses present their work at the annual, end-of-the-year
Academic Festival. This year, only one senior did so, Brooks Robinson, who presented her work on off track thoroughbred (OTTB) programs in Saratoga Springs. She did a great job. She was prepared and knowledgeable,
clear and concise. A long-time equestrian, Brooks argued (convincingly) that OTTB programs are a positive way to
impact the lives of thoroughbreds and of local economies.
Another AM senior to earn departmental distinction was Becca Baruc, who won the American Studies Faculty
Award. Enthusiastic and creative, Becca began her Skidmore career in London and later studied at The Glasgow
School of Art. A talented scholar-artist, who published a well researched and richly illustrated booklet on the history of Yiddish humor (which Beck Krefting supervised), Becca also wrote a first-rate Senior Seminar thesis about the
painter John Singer Sargent and the complicated process by which American artists are inscribed in the national
consciousness. A member of the Ad-Libs improv comedy group and a co-producer of this year’s National College
Comedy Festival, Becca was also a superb Peer Mentor. The woman has skills.
That, however, does not mean she can bowl well. Which partly explains why the AM faculty once again beat the
AM students at our annual December bowling event. More important, a good time was had by all. The same can
be said of the annual American Studies cookout at my house. Please see the photographic evidence, which corroborates these claims.
With Commencement around the corner, our six graduating American Studies majors and sole minor (Grace Aretsky) have their sights on the future. We will miss this year’s seniors, of course, but are excited for them, too, and
are curious to learn about their future adventures and successes. Congratulations to all our seniors and all the best.
Looking ahead to the future, beyond the summer, we are excited to welcome Assistant Professor Amber Wiley
(formerly of Tulane University) to the Skidmore faculty and the Department of American Studies, fresh off her
amazing worldwide tour, which was supported by the H. Allen Brooks Travelling Fellowship. (For more on it, see
some of her Society of Architectural Historians blog entries at http://www.sah.org/publications-and-research/sahblog.) She is going to be a wonderful addition to the department and college.
Hope everyone has a great summer. Please stay in touch.

Sincerely,

Faculty

Megan Williams
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This year, I taught AM 103 - Introduction to American Studies, in which we analyzed The Wizard of Oz narrative
as an evolving American myth; AM 236 - Jazz, Race, and Gender, in which we studied the intersections of race
and gender in twentieth-century jazz culture; AM 260A - Race, Gender, Sexuality, and the Civil Rights Movement, in which we used an intersectional feminist lens to explore important themes shaping the struggle for
black freedom; and AM 360D - World War II, in which we studied home-front popular culture, American identity, and the fight for against fascism abroad and discrimination at home.
During the fall semester, I had the pleasure of co-curating an exhibition, titled “Hope and Anger: The Civil Rights
Movement and Beyond,” at the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery with Rachel Seligman, Assistant Director
for Curatorial Affairs. “Hope and Anger” brought together artworks from the Tang collection to examine dominant narratives of the Civil Rights and Black Power movements and the shifting construction and understanding
of these narratives over time. Throughout the semester, students in AM 260A studied, discussed, and wrote about
the art on display in “Hope and Anger.” There work culminated in an impressive brochure with extended labels
for each work in the exhibition and a gallery tour on December 10th.
In AM 236, students prepared a radio show, “Listening for Race and Gender in Jazz Music,” which will aired on
WSPN during senior week. Each student chose a different blues or jazz song. Using scholarly and popular secondary sources, they crafted concise analyses of their chosen song using an intersectional perspective. They
placed the song within its historical context, paying special attention to the racial and gender dynamics surrounding its recording and reception. Their analyses served as the on-air introduction their chosen song.

With both “Hope and Anger” and “Listening for Race and Gender in Jazz Music,” students were able to share the
knowledge they produced in class with the larger community in a creative way, one of my primary goals as an
educator.
Needless to say, I continue to feel privileged to work with intelligent, passionate, and empathetic students at my
alma mater alongside my fabulous colleagues. Thank you to my students, the AM faculty, Sue Matrazzo, and the
department's student assistants for making my time at Skidmore such a wonderful experience.

Meet our Seniors
Brooks
Robinson
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Joanna Mendelsohn

I decided to be
any American
Studies
major after taking
Professor Lynn's
New England Begins course. It
was the perfect combination of my other
English and History courses. After graduation I'll be going back to Boston to work in
the legal field and then applying to law
school next year.

When I first got to Skidmore, I never intended to become an American Studies major. My second semester here I took Professor Pfitzer’s class “Mark Twain’s America”
and loved it so much that I continued taking
classes from the department, and the rest
was history. In addition to American Studies I am also a Psychology major, with an
interest mainly in social psychology. Over
the upcoming summer I’m going home to
Minnesota as I try to discover what comes
next after graduation. I’ll spend some time
shadowing a clinical neuropsychologist and
an attorney to gain a better understanding of
what career path I would like to take.

Alumni news!
Josh Lauren ‘07

Elise Fariello '11 reports that she is finishing her

After spending the last three years as a Senior Talent
Recruiter at Achievement First in Brooklyn, NY, Josh is
moving to Portland, Maine this summer where he will
be joining the Teach For America- Greater Boston
Team, as the Director of District and School Partnerships. Josh taught Social Studies and Language Arts
on the Navajo Nation as a Teach For America Corps
Member from 2007-’09, and he is thrilled to rejoin
the organization in a new administrative capacity.

graduate program at American University and has
"accepted a full-time position at the National Archives where I¹ve been working part time for the
past few years."

Claire Solomon '10
just finished a three
year stint at The Covenant Foundation, a
Jewish foundation that
gives grants to Jewish
educational projects
and awards to Jewish
educators. In the fall
she will begin a three-year dual Masters program in
Social Work and Public Health focusing on Aging at
Columbia. For more on Claire, who recently won
the David H. Porter Award for Young Alumni
Service, see: https://www.skidmore.edu/
reunion/awards/2015-awards-longprofiles.php#solomon

Sam Auburn Levine '09
Since graduating from Skidmore, graduated from
Western New England University School of Law and
launched Auburn Jewelry. Auburn Jewelry specializes in custom, handmade, sterling silver and 14k gold
jewelry with enamel and just celebrated its two-year
anniversary. Sam writes, "I minored in jewelry and
metals at Skidmore and couldn’t be happier spending my days handcrafting jewelry, something I’ve
been doing since high school. Recently, I’ve been
teaching metals classes in my private jewelry studio
as well as running the business. Auburn Jewelry has
been featured in everything from Seventeen to The
Hollywood Reporter. I'd absolutely love to chat with
my American Studies colleagues! Feel free to email
me or take a look at the Auburn Jewelry website
(www.auburn-jewelry.com)."

Daniel Nathan
This year was my (lucky) thirteenth at Skidmore. It went well and remarkably fast. The fastest year ever, I think.

In the fall, in addition to serving as Chair, I taught two courses, oldies but
goodies: American Sport/American Culture (AM 234) and my Scribner
Seminar about American memories. In the American Memories class, one of
my first-year students, Anna Reeves, won a Candace Carlucci Backus ’66
FYE Prize “in recognition of exceptional scholarly or artistic achievement in
the fall’s Scribner Seminars.” Anna’s essay, “The Land Sings Its Memory,”
traces the history and meaning of two American folks songs, one of which,
“Red River Valley,” has deep personal meaning in her family.
In November, I attended the American Studies Association annual meeting
in Los Angeles. Greg Pfitzer and Visiting Assistant Professor of History
David Kieran (who has an American Studies PhD) went, too. I was part of a
roundtable session with Skidmore alum Mack Lacey ’14 titled: “Views from the Peanut Gallery: An Open
Forum on Studying Sports Fans.” Mack is the first undergraduate I know of to present at the ASA and he
did a great job; he was professional and mature. That Mack and I were able to attend a TrailblazersClippers game at the Staples Center was an added bonus.
This spring, I taught a new class, Reel Sports, which “puts in context and critiques feature films and documentaries about sports to understand and appreciate—aesthetically, historically, culturally—a wide variety
of experiences and issues.” It was a small class, with only five students, all of whom were engaged, thankfully. It was a terrific class, “one of the best pedagogical experiences of my Skidmore career.” I know I said
the same thing last year about my Reading The W ire class. So? They were both great classes and I look
forward to offering them again.
On campus, I served on some interesting committees and helped host this year’s Kuroda Symposium,
which featured Professor Vincent Brown. I also served my second and final year as the President of the
North American Society for Sport History (NASSH), which has been more taxing than I imagined it would
be. Part of that work included chairing the NASSH Graduate Student Essay Award contest, which was rewarding; it’s good to see what emerging scholars are working on. This year’s NASSH conference is being
held in the University of Miami in late May. It is lovely venue and I’m looking forward to the meeting,
where I will be moderating a session and commenting on the papers.
This summer, I’m going to plug away on my writing projects (one of which I have to finish by August),
finally watch Mad Men and Deadwood (I finished Breaking Bad last summer), do some travelling with my
family (colonial Virginia is in our future), do some yard work, and root for the Baltimore Orioles.
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Greg Pfitzer

Page 10

It’s hard to believe that another academic year has come and gone, my 26th at
Skidmore. I taught five courses, many of which featured trips to sites of historical interest, including: 1) AM 374: Senior Seminar (in which students conducted primary
source research trips to Maryland and Boston using Joanna Zangrando Opportunity
Funds); 2) AM 241: Mark Twain’s America (with a field trip to the Mark Twain
House and Museum in Hartford, Connecticut; 3) AM 103: The Civil War in American
Memory (featuring a visit to the New York State Military Museum, where the curators
took us into the vault in the museum’s basement where we were permitted to handle
Civil War rifles and artifacts); AM 221: Methods and Approaches (including a field
trip to Hyde Park, New York, to the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum); and AM 360C: The
Sixties (with self-scheduled trips to The Woodstock Museum in Bethel Woods, New York).
In September I published History Repeating Itself: The Republication of Children’s Historical Literature and the
Christian Right. The impetus for the book was my discovery that publishers on the Christian Right have been reprinting nineteenth-century children’s history books and marketing them to parents as “anchor texts” for homeschool
instruction. Why, I asked myself, would books written more than 150 years ago be presumed suitable for educating
twenty-first-century children? The answer, I propose, is that promoters of these recycled works believe that history
as a discipline took a wrong turn in the early twentieth century, when progressive educators introduced social studies
methodologies into public school history classrooms, foisting upon unsuspecting and vulnerable children ideologically distorted history books. I test these assertions by scrutinizing and contextualizing the original nineteenthcentury texts on which these republications are based. I focus particularly on how writers borrowed from one another
to produce works that were similar in many ways yet differed markedly in terms of pedagogical strategy and philosophy of history. I also demonstrate that far from being non-ideological, these works were rooted in intense contemporary debates over changing conceptions of childhood. I argue that the repurposing of antiquated texts reveals a
misplaced resistance to the idea of a contested past and raises essential philosophical questions about how and why
curricular decisions are shaped by the “past we choose to remember” on behalf of our children.
I will spend my summer working on a new book project on the Childhood of Famous A mericans series published by
Bobbs-Merrill in the mid-twentieth century and prepping for a new Scribner Seminar for the fall, Disney’s America.
This FYE course will focus on the lives and careers of Walt Disney and the Disney Imagineers with special attention
to their influence on the historical sensibilities of Americans. We will examine animated and live-action films (Song
of the South, Johnny Tremain, Pocahontas) as well as theme park exhibits (Frontierland, The
Hall of the Presidents, The World of Tomorrow) and museums (The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum). Students will seek answers to questions about the legitimacy
and cultural impact of the historical narratives produced by Disney and his storytellers, including: How accurate have Disney’s historical presentations been with respect to portrayals
of race, class, gender, ethnicity and sexuality in American history? Have Disney productions
encouraged Americans to be “nostalgic for a fabricated past,” and, if so, what are the costs of
such “imagined” histories? The course culminates with a study of “Disney’s America,” a
proposed 3,000-acre historical theme park in Virginia advertised by promoters as “serious
fun” but disparaged by detractors as an example of “Mickey Mouse history.” Should be fun.

Beck Krefting
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Hide-ho AMsters! Having spent the last year on sabbatical,
I am happy to report that I am actually up to date on my
current events and popular culture. I caught up on Game of
Thrones and discovered Homeland and BBC’s The Fall, not
to mention all the good comedy specials I was finally able
to watch. I didn’t spend the entirety of my sabbatical in
front of the boob tube, though it was tempting to do so. This
year was mainly devoted to advancing my research on two
very different book projects: one on preppers (folks anticipating a variety of disasters both small and large-scale) and
the other examining the impact of social media on the comedy industry. The big news for me is that my first book was published, becoming available for purchase last July! You
can get your copy of A ll Joking A side: A merican Humor and Its Discontents on Amazon or Johns Hopkins University
Press.
Last summer, I had the distinct pleasure of working with Becca Baruc (Class of 2015 and this year’s winner of the
American Studies Faculty Award) in the Summer Faculty/Student Research Program. Together we conducted interviews
with industry executives, comedy club owners, comic writers/actors, and digital media experts in New York City, Los
Angeles and over Skype. We presented our findings to an inquisitive and welcoming audience at the American Humor
Studies Association/Mark Twain Circle of America Quadrennial Conference in New Orleans, in December. Our work
yielded immensely helpful data for my book project as well as a co-authored journal article titled: “A New Economy of
Jokes?: #Socialmedia #Comedy,” which has been accepted for publication in Routledge’s Comedy Studies Journal (fall/
winter issue, forthcoming).
In the early fall, I studied all things Margaret Cho, who embodies much of what I enjoy about comedy: social consciousness paired with a dirty, dirty mind. The sum of these labors yielded a chapter for the edited collection Hysterical!
Women in American Comedy (University of Texas Press, forthcoming). In November, just when it was starting to get
cold here in Saratoga Springs, I hightailed it to sunny San Juan, Puerto Rico, where I attended the National Women’s
Studies Association and moderated a panel on women and comedy. The panelists were mainly graduate students dipping
their toes in these proverbial waters, so it was fun to see new research and interesting approaches to gender and humor
studies.
Lucky me, I was awarded a Research Initiative Grant from Skidmore, which helped to fund research related to my book
project on preppers, tentatively titled: Prepper Nation: A dapting to Potential Futures. With those funds, I’ll have assistance transcribing the dozens of interviews I’ve conducted over the past year with preppers, survivalists, and many who
don’t self-describe as preppers but participate in related activities. I’ll also be heading to a prepper convention in Niagara Falls in August and visiting a prepper community in central Tennessee next January. With expert editing advice from
my colleagues, my co-author, anthropologist Chad Huddleston, and I drafted a book proposal for this monograph—
another major hurdle in the long process of building a manuscript.
In the fall, I will become Director of the newly minted Media and Film Studies Program, while also delivering courses I
have been revising over the past year such as AM 345H: Disorderly Women and AM 103W: A Humorous (Dis)Course.
It will be a busy year to be sure, but I’m looking forward to being back in the classroom where I belong. For now, I will
continue enjoying the beautiful vistas in southern Italy where my wife and I are vacationing for a luxurious six weeks.
Tutto bene!

AMERICAN STUDIES EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS

Bowling at Strike Zone December 2014
Liz Stepakoff, Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, and
Greg Pfitzer at the St. John Fisher College
American Studies undergraduate conference
in March

End of year celebration with our American Studies majors
and faculty!
One of our many events hosted by
American Studies
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