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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Disorderly women focuses on some of the women who have been characterized by the larger 
society as unruly, disruptive, radical, militant, unfeminine—just generally ―disorderly.‖ Why certain 
women have been perceived as disorderly is reflective of the society in which they lived. We will 
examine types of women considered disorderly as well as the experiences of specific so-called 
disorderly women in the nineteenth and twentieth-century United States. Some of the questions we 
will consider are: What defines women as ―disorderly‖ in specific time and place; in what ways do 
some women deviate from the roles and behavior expected of all women; what motivates disorderly 
women, from their perspectives, to act as they do; what successes/non-successes have disorderly 
women experienced, and at what psychic cost? We will focus, then, on ―disorderly women‖ as actors 
within and upon their society and on the response of that larger society to their actions. The course 
will culminate in an original disorderly project developed in groups or individually.  


