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Fall Thesis

Investigates the effect of technology on the
perceived destruction and dismantling of the
cultural concept of "childhood."

The Disappearance of Childhood and the
Emergence of Digital Culture



Significance
Increased sense of inter- and
intragenerational divides
Tech impacts how generations interact
Gen Z is the first to grow up with smart
phones and social media 
Children are the future and so is technology



Guiding
Questions

In what ways has childhood changed because
of tech? 
Are the seemingly radical changes in
childhood beneficial or or detrimental? 
How do definitions and experiences of
childhood vary across race and class?



Lit & Methods
In what ways has childhood changed because
of tech? 
Are these seemingly radical changes in
childhood beneficial or or detrimental? 
How do definitions and experiences of
childhood vary across race and class?



Argument
Because it is increasingly accessible,
technology is transforming traditional
notions of childhood 
Technology is both harmful and beneficial to
contemporary children 
Technological development has widened the
generational divide  





Main Points
Observable differences between young and
old across and within generations 
Technology is democratized as we become
more culturally dependent on devices

Access to technology differs across race
and class divides, yet children are still
spending more time on their devices,
particularly because of COVID-19.

"Me at 13"

"13 year olds now"



Honors Project
Creation of website that highlights
artworks and elaborates on how they
convey themes discussed in my thesis

Expand on our cultural understanding
of the relationship between childhood
and tech
Continue to explore popular attitudes
on tech and its effects on childhood

















Conclusions
Childhood and tech are ever-changing 
Observable differences between young and
old across and within generations
Children increasingly seen as individuals
with agency 
Fostering positive relationships between
children and technology is essential for
progress



Thank You!
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http://www.faculty.rsu.edu/users/f/felwell/www/
Theorists/Essays/Postman1.html
https://www.amazon.com/Children-without-
Childhood-Growing-World/dp/0140071059
https://www.amazon.com/Kids-Context-
Sociological-Children-
Childhoods/dp/0742520250
https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/cyberkids



Questions?


