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Southern Chma s subtroplcal broadleaf evergreen forest b|ome.|s the Iargest
_-and most biologically diverse of: its kind in"the world, but “centuries of ,
anthropogenlc Iandscape transformation have reduced the forests to small“” ‘
::fragments’ scattered across the region. Field -research on V|Ilage dfengshui

forests’ shows that they are the most b|ologrcally,d|verse and taxonomically

representative ecosystems. in the bioregion: Rooted ‘in- Han and: non-Han

‘peoples’ socio-ecological tradltlons they protect community hydrology and

food production systems: whlle enhancmg an intergenerational sense of

place and lineage contlnmty Long-‘ferm conservation of these forests holds
great potential under. the governments pollcy of burldlng “ecological
civilization,” but_ is simultaneously threatened by new authorltarlan policies
of ecological zonatron : '
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