Minutes for the CEPP Meeting of December 14, 2011

In attendance: Janet Casey, Rubén Graciani, Mimi Hellman, Chris Kopec, Susan Kress, Josh Ness (chair)

1. The CEPP wandered across campus. 

2. The chair reviewed the Dec 12 meeting by the Committee of Committees, and drew attention to conversations at the meeting regarding 1) procedures to approve minors and 2) instances where some at the meeting believed that elected committees should not have the latitude and responsibility to act on issues within their historical purview without formally consulting the faculty as a whole. 

3. First impressions of the CEPP-hosted Culture-Centered Inquiry Discussion at Academic Staff  (Dec 13) were discussed.  The themes most prevalent to the members of CEPP present at both meetings (Dec 13 Academic Staff and the Dec 14 CEPP) were 1) interest in the prospect of CD becoming a point of focus for a more transformative “second year experience”, 2) interest in strategies that diverged from existing pedagogical practices, 3) concern that the FYE not become overburdened with disparate themes, 4) concern that the theme of “disparities in power ” was not sufficiently articulated in the existing proposals, 5) concern that mandating participation in IGR would weaken many of the outcomes deemed desirable, 6) optimism that voluntary participation in the FYE peer mentor program could obviate the concerns of #5 and support “on the spot leadership” by peer mentors with IGR-related training, and 5) concern regarding whether the faculty might still be looking to “someone else” to  make progress on CCI-related themes.   The chair will compile notes from the meeting and distribute them to CEPP in advance of the winter retreat, at which time next steps for the CCI initiative will be identified.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
4. Science Literacy sub-committee.  The group discussed the volunteers from the FEC-run WTS, and how to best create a sub-committee drawn from those volunteers that was representative, nimble, and that maximized the complementary strengths of the members.

Respectfully submitted,

Josh Ness
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