
Spring 2016 

100 Level Courses 
 
HI 104 001.  Early Modern Europe   Angela Ellis  (3 credits) 
MWF 9:05-10:00 
 
The evolution of modern European politics, society, and thought: from the Renaissance 
and Reformation to the French Revolution. 
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement 
 

HI 110H 001.   The British Empire     Tillman Nechtman   (4 credits) 
MWF 10:10-11:15 
An introductory survey of the British Empire from its earliest beginnings in the sixteenth 
century through decolonization in the post-World War II era. Students will focus on the 
political, economic, cultural, and ecological causes and consequences of British overseas 
expansion.  Topics include the ecological and biological impact of British imperialism; 
Elizabethan commercial expansion; the plantings of Ireland; early settlements in the New 
World and the impact on indigenous peoples; the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the 
plantation system in the Caribbean; the American Revolution and the end of the first 
British Empire; the ideologies of the British Raj in India; the “New Imperialism” of the 
late nineteenth century and the “scramble for Africa”; the transfer of technology and 
culture; and decolonization and the contemporary legacy of empire.   
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement; designated a Cultural Diversity Course.) 

 
HI 116H 001.   Sea Changes      Tillman Nechtman   (4credits) 
MWF 8:40-10:00 
A survey course in global history that takes the world’s oceans as its subject.  Students 
will explore themes ranging from naval history to legal history, from environmental 
history to zoological history, and from the history of exploration and adventure to the 
history of imperialism and conquest.  Students will work with primary and secondary 
sources and develop their analytical and writing skills as they ask questions about the 
field of history itself.  What assumptions have historians made when they focus on 
nations and continents?  What institutions and categories have they privileged with their 
focus?  What have we missed because we look only at the history of land?  How and why 
does history’s narrative shift when we undertake a “sea change” in our perspectives? 
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)  
 
 
HI 144 001.  East Asian Civilization (to 1300)    Dylan Ellefson   (3 credits)  
TTh 9:40-11:00 
 
An introductory survey of East Asia (China, Japan, Korea) from its earliest history to the 
end of the Mongol empire in the 1300s. Students will explore the formation of 
Confucianism as an ideology, the changes in social and political institutions across East 
Asia, ideas and practices concerning gender and the family, religion and beliefs of elites 



and ordinary people, and intercultural exchanges and conflicts within East Asia. 
Note(s): (Designated a non-Western culture course; fulfills social sciences requirement.) 
 

200 Level Courses 
 
HI 206 001.  Fall of Rome   Michael Arnush    (3 credits)  MWF  11:15-12:10 
 
A study of Rome from the foundation of the empire by Augustus until the sack of the city 
of Rome and the empire’s demise. Students examine the Julio-Claudian and succeeding 
emperors, political intrigue in the imperial court, the development of an imperial mindset 
and responses to it in the provinces, the multiculturalism of the empire, social and 
political institutions, the evolution of Roman culture, the rise of Christianity and the end 
of the empire. Special emphasis is given to the study of the ancient sources: literary, 
historiographic, archaeological, and numismatic. 
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement 
 
 
HI 217 001.    History of Latinos and Latinas in the United States 
Kate Paarlberg-Kvam    (3 credits)  TTh 3:40-5:00 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the political, social, economic, and 
migratory history of Latinas and Latinos in the United States. The goal of the course is to 
critically examine the Latin@ population in the United States by exploring the history of 
conquest, migration, acculturation, resistance, and the construction of a pan-ethnic 
Latin@ identity. Focusing for the most part on the 19th and 20th centuries, we will explore 
various theoretical and methodological issues in research on Latin@ history, the social 
demography of Latin@s, the history of social and political movements in the Latin@ 
community, boundaries and inequalities of race and class, and the role of global 
economic forces in shaping the lives of Latin@s. The course material is geared toward 
helping students develop a critical understanding of the primary historical issues related 
to the experiences of Latin@s in the United States. 
 
 
HI 217 002  Gender in Early Modern Europe  Angela Ellis    (3 credits) 
MWF 12:10-1:15 
Topically organized courses based on problems and issues of special interest at the 
intermediate level. The specific themes to be examined will vary from year to year.  
Note(s): May be repeated for credit if topic is different. When offered as “American 
Indian History,” fulfills cultural diversity requirement. (Fulfills social sciences 
requirement.) 
 
 
HI 259C 001.    Communism and Anti-Communism   Jennifer Delton   (4 credits) 
TTH 2:10-3:50 
 
An examination of the controversy surrounding the red-scare of the 1950s. Focused on 
the history of the Communist party in America, its connections to Moscow, and its 



relationship to American political and social movements from 1917 to 1968. 
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement.) - See more at:  
 
 
HI 267 001.  American Indian History   Eric Morser   (3 credits) 
MWF 1:25-2:20 
 
An exploration of North American Indian history from the precolonial era through the 
present. Students focus on a number of key themes including the rich complexities of 
indigenous cultures, contact and conflict among different Indian peoples, the impact of 
European colonization on Native societies, and the critical role that Indians played in the 
creation and transformation of the United States. 
Note(s): (Designated a Cultural Diversity course; fulfills social sciences requirement.) 
 

HI 275 001.    Introduction to the History Major    Jennifer Delton (1 credit) 
TTH 8:10-9:30 
 
An introduction to the aims of the History major. A prerequisite for the Colloquium. 
Required of all majors and interdepartmental majors, to be taken in the sophomore or 
junior years. Open to non-majors with consent of instructor  

300 Level Courses 

HI 315 001.  Crime and Punishment      Erica Bastress-Dukehart   (3 credits)  
TTH 12:40-2:00 

An investigation of the history and theory of crime and punishment in an age when 
criminal violence and state violence were often indistinguishable and unmediated. Over 
the course of four hundred years, Europe experienced a transformation from the 
persecuting societies of the Middle Ages, through the terrors of religious wars and the 
Inquisition, to Beccarea’s “enlightened” and Bentham’s utilitarian rejection of traditional 
criminology. Starting with Michel Foucault’s influential work, Discipline and Punish, the 
readings for this course address dominant social norms and ever-changing definitions of 
deviance. The course explores the intellectual, social, and political justification for 
punishment, and the ensuring conflicts between conceptions of authority and individual 
freedom. 
Note(s): Courses at the 300 level are open to sophomores only with permission of 
instructor.  

HI 326 001.  Manhood in America   Eric Morser   (3 credits) 
WF 2:30-3:50 

An investigation of manhood and masculinity in American history from the colonial era 
through modern times.  Students will explore a number of topics, including the link 
between gender and early American religion, the impact of conceptions of manliness on 
western expansion and foreign affairs, manhood and the sporting life in antebellum cities, 
the rise of a homosexual subculture in Gilded Age New York City, and shifting 
definitions of manhood in contemporary America.   



HI 36 002.   Modern Britain Angela Ellis   (3 credits) 
MW 2:30-3:50 

Topically organized courses based on problems and issues of special interest at the 
advanced level. The specific themes to be examined will vary from year to year. Recent 
offerings include “The Historian as Detective,” “Utopias and Science Fiction,” and “The 
Fifties.”Note(s): This course with a different topic may be repeated for credit. Courses at 
the 300 level are open to sophomores only with permission of instructor.  

HI 363R 001.   Women’s Movement in Latin America    
Kate Paarlberg-Kvam   (4 credits)    TTh 11:10-12:30 

This course is designed to give students an overview of the history of women’s and 
feminist movements in Latin America in the last half-century. The course will provide 
students with background knowledge of the particular movements, in addition to a broad 
understanding of the relevant theoretical and thematic frameworks through which 
women’s movements are most often analyzed and understood. In particular, we will be 
focusing on issues of race and class within women’s movements, the ways in which 
women’s movements present and position themselves to achieve their goals, and the 
challenges and successes of specific movements within the Latin American and Latina 
community. Class lectures, discussions, and assignments are geared toward helping 
students develop a critical understanding of the primary issues related to women’s 
organizing in the Latin American context. Each student will be asked to concentrate on 
one particular movement in more depth in a substantive final research project. 

HI 363R 002.   History of Japanese Film   Dylan Ellefson   (4 credits) 
MW 4:00-5:20 

This research course will provide an overview of Japanese film history from the "pre-
history" of film and early film forms of the silent era, to the contributions of major 
directors from the classical era(s) of Japanese film (both the 30s and 50s have been 
described as such), before considering major directors, genres, and developments of the 
postwar years. We will consider the question of a "national cinema" as we analyze 
Japanese cinema in the context of Japanese history, a broader global context, and in the 
context of the historical development of film studies as a discipline. Finally, students will 
write a research paper on a topic of their choosing related to the history of Japanese film. 
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