Guidelines for Senior Week 2021

ALL STUDENTS
This includes, seniors living on campus, in on-campus accommodations, or coming to campus
for any Senior Week events.

Regardless of vaccination status, Seniors participating in Senior Week Activities must be

in CoVerified compliance, which means you must test twice during Senior Week. On-campus
testing will take place in Falstaff’s. Seniors not in compliance with testing, the guidelines
outlined in this document, based on President Conner’s April 9 email, or other COVID-19
Student Pledge expectations will not be permitted to attend Senior Week activities.

e Required to test on Monday, 5/17 and Thursday, 5/20 at Falstaff’s. Hours are Monday
8am-4pm, Thursday 9am-4pm.

e Testing staff will have list of graduating seniors and those students authorized to stay on
campus and will only test students on the list.

e CoVerified account will be cleared only after negative test on Monday 5/17 (results
typically log in by Tuesday evening).

DINING SERVICES
Meals in the Murray-Aikin Dining Hall will be served daily, free of charge. Hours of operations
for Senior week:

e Breakfast from 7:30am-9:30am
e Lunch from 11:30am-1:30pm
e Dinner from 5:00pm-7:00pm

The Burgess Café will also be open M-F from 8:00am-2:30pm

REMINDER OF CONDUCT AND COVID EXPECTATIONS

Please remember that the Student Code of Social Conduct is still in effect throughout Senior
Week and violations may impact your ability to participate in Commencement on May 22.

We will continue to follow Alert Level Guidance with regard to visiting other students, attending
events, gathering limits, etc. https://www.skidmore.edu/campus-planning/alerts.php. If we
shift to Alert Level 3, all in-person activities will be suspended.

Further COVID-related health and safety guidelines, as per President Conner’s April 9 message:

Dear Skidmore Community,


https://www.skidmore.edu/campus-planning/secure/student-pledge.php
https://www.skidmore.edu/campus-planning/secure/student-pledge.php
https://www.skidmore.edu/student_handbook/social-policies/code-of-social-conduct.php
https://www.skidmore.edu/campus-planning/alerts.php

As | shared in my most recent email regarding Commencement 2021, the College has
been considering options for safely holding a number of pre-Commencement events,
particularly during Senior Week.

Our highest priority is the health and safety of our community and ensuring each
member of the Class of 2021 can walk across the stage at Saratoga Performing Arts
Center (SPAC) on May 22, provided that state and local health and safety guidelines
allow, to receive their degree in person. If we can achieve this, it will be a significant
accomplishment.

Many events are already being planned and scheduled in a virtual format. However,
depending on the alert level and health circumstances in May, a limited number of small
gatherings and events might be permitted for those who wish to hold in-person
gatherings.

| write to share guidelines for any informal or formal events held Friday, May 14,
through Saturday, May 22, immediately prior to and during Senior Week, assuming the
College is operating at an Alert Level 1 or 2 at that time. These guidelines apply to all
College events during this period, whether academic or student-run.

Informal Gatherings

e Small-group gatherings of no more than 10 individuals will be permitted outdoors
and in designated areas only.
e Individuals must be masked and socially distanced at all times.

e Individuals are asked to gather outside whenever possible.

Please note: Off-campus students must meet all guidance expected of on-campus
students. Students living off campus may not be in campus housing. Students in campus
housing may not visit off-campus residences.

Formal Gatherings

All formal gatherings (meetings, events, celebrations, programs) should be related to
Commencement or the Class of 2021 only during this time period.

They must be registered and approved through the Scheduling Office by May 13.
Instructions are available on the website, or you may contact the Scheduling Office via
email with questions. Only select locations, both indoors and outdoors, will be available
to reserve. Availability may be limited, so faculty, staff, and students are encouraged to
submit requests as soon as possible.

Formal gatherings may include events such as academic departmental receptions for
seniors, senior class-sponsored programs, and Campus Life and Engagement events.


https://www.skidmore.edu/campus-planning/social-distance-outdoor-seating.php

Please note: With the exception of three events sponsored by Campus Life and
Engagement (Senior Fun Day on May 19 and a drive-in movie on May 21) that are
currently under consideration, we anticipate that only a limited number of formal
gatherings will be approved or permitted after Tuesday, May 18. In addition:

In-person, outdoor gatherings will be limited to 50 people or fewer per designated
outdoor space.

In-person, indoor gatherings will be limited to 25 people or fewer. Rare exceptions
may be considered (allowing up to 30 participants with assigned and fixed seating), if
approved by the appropriate vice president in partnership with Health and Wellness.
All faculty, staff, and students must be part of the College’s regular COVID-19 testing
program and must follow all certification protocols to attend events.

All student attendees/participants must present CoVerified compliance confirmation
to attend.

All health and safety guidelines must be adhered to, including mask wearing,
physical distancing, and disinfecting surfaces and shared items.

All student-organized events must have a trained health and safety coordinator
present at any in-person gathering. One safety coordinator is required for every 10
individuals in attendance.

Events organized by faculty or staff must have a designated faculty or staff member
who will be responsible for ensuring compliance with health and safety protocols.
Organizers must record attendance and meeting/event location and provide
assigned seating charts for potential contact tracing purposes.

No food or drink (catered or otherwise) will be permitted at events. Food can be
picked up and consumed within living spaces.

In addition, the following guidelines will be in place May 14-22:

COVID-19 Testing

ALL students MUST get tested twice on campus during Senior Week, on Monday,
May 17, and Thursday, May 20.

Remote students coming to campus for Senior Week and/or Commencement must
provide proof of negative pre-arrival testing within 72 hours of travel and test again
at Skidmore on their day of arrival.

Remote students returning to campus cannot arrive earlier than Monday, May 17,
and must depart by Sunday, May 23.

Students traveling internationally must meet all CDC travel requirements and must
quarantine off campus for 10 days before arriving to campus.

Faculty/staff approved to attend Commencement must test on Thursday, May 20.



No Visitors

e Personal and non-essential visitors are not permitted to enter campus buildings or
attend College events or functions, including the graduation ceremony.

e Parents and families may opt to travel to Saratoga Springs to pick up their students,
but they will not be permitted to enter campus buildings during Senior Week or to
attend the graduation ceremony.

e Information regarding move-out policies and procedures will be shared with
students and families when information is available. Please contact the Office of
Residential Life with questions.

Sponsorship

e Seniors are not permitted to sponsor any underclass students to remain on campus
for Senior Week or Commencement.

e Departments may sponsor students providing support and services for Senior Week
activities.

Travel
e Individuals should restrict any travel to emergency and essential travel.

Seniors not in compliance with testing, the guidelines outlined above, or other COVID-19
Student Pledge expectations will not be permitted to attend Senior Week activities.

Students not in compliance with testing requirements, or who test positive for COVID-
19 during Senior Week, or who are required to quarantine as a result of close contact,
will NOT be allowed to attend Commencement.

To all our students, especially our seniors as we approach Commencement: please
exercise caution, follow all health and safety guidelines, and know that your choices
about how, when, where, and with whom you gather can significantly impact your and
your classmates’ ability to receive your degrees in person on May 22.

Let's make it to Commencement — the ultimate gathering and celebration of your
achievements — by taking care, together.
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