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“The World of Dante”
1-credit, 200-level travel seminar (TX 200)

to Tuscany and Marche, Italy
May 14–26, 2017

Additional Information

For details about costs and travel logistics:
Off-Campus Study and Exchanges

Starbuck Center, room 202
518-580-5355, ocse@skidmore.edu

For details about course content 
and academic requirements:

Barbara Garbin
Palamountain 429A

518-580-5225
bgarbin@skidmore.edu

For details about financial aid:
Financial Aid Office
Starbuck Center 101

518-580-5750

OCSE 2016–17

CREATIVE THOUGHT TRAVELS

Preliminary Travel Schedule
(subject to change)

May 14 (Sun.)       Flight from NYC-area airport to Florence, Italy
                              (evening departure)
May 15 (Mon.)      Arrival in Florence airport; transfer to city; 
                              settling in hotel; walk through the city (Duomo,
                              Baptistery, Church Badia Fiorentina); welcome 
                              dinner
May 16 (Tue.)       Dante’s sites in Florence: Church Santa Maria
                              Novella; Museum Bargello; House of Dante;
                              Church Santa Margherita de Cerchi; Tower della
                              Castagna; Church Santa Croce
May 17 (Wed.)      13th-century Florence: Pietra Scema; Amidei 
                              Tower; Buondelmonti Tower; Church of San 
                              Biagio; Adimari Tower; Della Bella Tower;
                              Giuochi Tower 
May 18 (Thu.)       Tour of Pisa: Cathedral, Baptistery, Tower of 
                              Orologio, Monumental Cemetery 
May 19 (Fri.)         Tour of Siena: Piazza del Campo; Mangia Tower; 
                              Public Palace; Siena Cathedral; San Domenico 
                              Basilica
May 20 (Sat.)       Train from Florence to Fano (Marches region); 
                              tour of the city; group dinner
May 21 (Sun.)       Fano, Malatesta Palace; Mondavio, Malatesta 
                              Fortress
May 22 (Mon.)     Fortress of San Leo; Verucchio and the Malatesta 
                              Castle; Onferno Caves
May 23 (Tue.)       Gradara, castle of Paolo and Francesca
May 24 (Wed.)     Ravenna: Mosaics city; Dante’s Tomb; Basilica of 
                              Saint Francis; Dante Museum
May 25 (Thu.)      Monastery of Fonte Avellana; Gole del Furlo; 
                              Urbino (Ducal Palace; Raphael House; Albornoz 
                              Forstress; Oratory of St. John)
May 26 (Fri.)        Departure for Ancona airport; flight back to the 
                              United States



WHY DANTE 
AND WHY ITALY?
Dante Alighieri is one of the most important

and renowned authors of the Western world. His cultural influence transcends
countries and media to permeate the work of countless artists and intellectuals
throughout the centuries.

May 14–26, 2017 
“The World of Dante” (TX 200, 1 credit) is a journey back in time to explore the
political, historical and cultural world where Dante lived and which influenced
his masterpiece. After reading and analyzing his Comedy during the semester,
students explore several sites in central Italy that are pertinent to Dante’s work.
Students start their journey in Florence, Dante’s birthplace, where they gain un-
derstanding of the political turmoil that affected the city during his life. Students
then follow Dante’s steps to Pisa and Siena. He often traveled to these Tuscan
towns as “Secretary of State” for the city of Florence, and several pivotal histori-
cal figures in the Comedy resided there. This journey back to the 14th century
provides students with the tools to understand the intricate political relation-
ships between the three city-states and create connections with international
relations today.

Students next explore the Marches region. It is the birthplace of one of the
most important dynasties of the 14th–15th centuries, the Malatestas, whose early
vicissitudes are intertwined with Dante’s life. Finally students will dwell on the
meaning of exile, as they follow Dante’s steps as an expatriate to Ravenna.
Through lectures, museum visits, and guided tours, students will expand the
ideas developed in classroom discussions, consolidate their understanding, and
elaborate connections with modern topics.

Costs
The anticipated fee for the travel seminar is $3,900 (this includes airfare from
the New York City area to Florence and back from Ancona to New York City,
ground transportation for program excursions, on-site accommodations(gener-
ally double occupancy), two meals per day, international medical insurance,
entrance and performance fees, local guides, cultural excursions, Skidmore fac-
ulty on site, and the support of Skidmore’s OCSE. The fee does not include
transportation to and from the New York City area, passport and visa costs, or
personal expenses. Financial aid is available for eligible students.

Apply
Deadline is Friday, October 28, 2016.

Applications are available at skidmore.edu/ocse. Applicants are required to sub-
mit a $250 deposit at time of application (100% refundable if not accepted to
program). This deposit will be applied to the program fee.

FacultY DIRECTOR
Barbara Garbin is a teaching professor of Italian in the World Languages and Literatures
Department. Born in Italy, she studied at the University Ca’ Foscari in Venice. She earned
a Ph.D. in Italian literature at Yale University, with a dissertation on fantastic literature in
Fascist Italy. She has published on Italian women writers and cinematic representation of
Italian cities, and she is now working on two research projects: the Italian influences in
Robert Penn Warren’s early work, and the contribution of the city of Venice to the Italian
fashion industry.

Garbin teaches Italian language courses with special attention to innovative pedago-
gies, blended learning and flipped classroom pedagogy. In her literature courses, she aims
to incorporate new interactive and out-of-classroom activities to enhance students’ appre-
ciation of Italian literary masterpieces.

prerequisites
Enrollment in the accompanying on-campus course “Dante’s Divine Comedy” (WLL 273
in English, 3 credits).
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