
  

 

FALL 2021 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER 

Welcome Back!  It is my 22nd year at Skidmore and my first year chairing the Political Science department.  I am the interim 
chair for the year while Natalie Taylor is on sabbatical.  If you need those declaration of major or study abroad forms signed, don’t 
hesitate to swing by Ladd 316 or email me for a signature.  

I have never been more excited to be back on campus.  While teaching remotely in slippers with my dogs at my feet last fall was 
nice, it can’t match the energy and excitement of seeing my students and colleagues in real life.  I had forgotten the small pleasures 
of seeing Professor Seyb covered in chalk dust or Beau’s con law students buried deeply in their textbooks, to listening to Emman-
uel’s account of the Paul Pierce Hall of Fame induction ceremony or Feryaz’s insights into Dune.  If I was still teaching remotely in 
my daughter’s room, I would have missed seeing Yelena’s reimagination of her office or the nattily attired Flagg walking down the 
hall.  Loki, in particular missed the belly rubs and Professor Graney’s endless supply of dog biscuits.  

It has also never been a more exciting time to be a Political Science major.  We are currently neck and neck with the English De-
partment as the third biggest major at Skidmore with 91 majors, behind Management and Business and Psychology.  The graduat-
ing class of 2022 has 49 declared majors, an all-time high, besting the previous high of 46 majors for the class of 2012.  A record 
number of incoming students, 100, in the class of 2025 have indicated Political Science as a potential major. 

The fall has also seen an impressive trifecta of speakers and events.  Professor Breslin discussed his new book with Stanford Univer-
sity Press, A Constitution for the Living.  I know many of the students enjoyed seeing Beau squirm under the questioning about the 
ratification process from the two distinguished legal scholars.  Professor Biberman’s trenchant analysis of the American misman-
agement of the Afghan war was the highlight of the “Afghanistan: The Causes and Consequences of America’s Longest War” talk 
sponsored by International Affairs.  Finally, the first public event for The Center was Dr. Msia Kibona Clark on The Politics 
Around Race and Identity in African Hip Hop, hosted by Professor Balogun.  I want to strongly encourage our majors to attend 
future evening lectures.  The Votemore and Democracy Matters clubs have been very active with their civic engagement endeav-
ors.  

I want to strongly encourage you to read the very thoughtful essay by Anissa Joseph (’22) about her experiences as an African American student in 
the department.  She talks about the “three dangers of teaching Black politics without enough Black students in the classroom.”  I encourage you to 
reflect on how these dynamics may have played out in your own classes at Skidmore.  It encouraged me to reflect on the classes she has taken with 
me and how these dynamics shaped our discussion and understanding of racialized voting in the 2016 election and the racial dynamics of immi-
gration politics.   

As part of Skidmore’s Racial Justice Teaching Challenge, the Political Science department is offering ten classes this semester that deal in a signifi-
cant way with the lives and experiences of Black folks in North America and/or the African diaspora or substantively engage with racism/racial 
justice and racialized systems of power.  Anissa’s essay raises important questions about how classroom dynamics affect the learning experience of 
our students and the goals we are trying to achieve.   

After the killing of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Sean Reed, and countless others in 2020, the Political Science faculty promised that “Each of us 
will pursue the common goals of ensuring justice and equity in our own ways, but, together, we are fully committed to creating opportunities to 
examine, in our classes and elsewhere, the ways in which African Americans, Latinx, Asian Americans, and others have been excluded from the en-
during American themes of human equality, liberty, and justice for all. Indeed, our calling as educator-citizens is all about reversing the failures of 
this great democratic experiment.” This was not an empty promise for my colleagues or me.   

I plan on asking Anissa and other students for more conversation, dialogue, and representation to help the department better understand our and 
what we need to do to create a supportive learning environment.   

Bob 

Letter from the Chair 
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Emmanuel Balogun I am excited to announce that I will be taking a leave of absence from Skidmore 

during the 2022-23 Academic Year as I have received the prestigious International Affairs Fellowship from 

the Council on Foreign Relations. During my year on fellowship, I will be working for the current admin-

istration at the US Department of State as a Policy Advisor on US-Africa Policy and US-UN Security 

Council policy. I will miss being in the classroom dearly, but I am excited to have this experience to shape 

US foreign policy directly and to bring my experiences back to the Skidmore community. 

I recently published an article on the state of the art of the Comparative Regionalism field in the Oxford 

Research Encyclopedia of International Studies. Earlier this year, I published a piece in the Washington 

Post with my co-author Aarie Glas comparing the regional responses to coups d’ etats in Mali and Myan-

mar. I also published another article in the journal Africa Spectrum examining how health practitioners in 

West Africa acquire agency to pursue harmonized health policies in the region. Currently, I am beginning 

work on a new book project that examines the centrality of African multilateral institutions in Global 

Governance, where I map the density of connections between African organizations and other international organizations around 

the world. I am also preparing papers for presentation at the International Studies Association conference, editing a special issue 

on the legacy of ECOWAS, and am a section chair for the African Studies Association conference and the Midwest Political Science 

Association conference.  

In addition to my scholarly activity, through my fellowship with Bridging the Gap, I am convening a series of workshops with the 

UK-Based Think Tank Chatham House that will bring together think tanks in the US/UK/East Asia/Africa to develop strategies to 

improve think tanks engagement with researchers, institutions and practitioners in the global south, committing to decolonize re-

search practices and sharing best practices on how think tanks engage with DEI more broadly. 

Finally, it was great to host Prof. Msia Kibona Clark on October 8! Her talk on race and identity in African Hip-Hop was exciting, 

thought-provoking, and affirming. Thank you to all the students who came, as well as Speakers Bureau, the Political Science Depart-

ment, Black Studies, the African Heritage Awareness club and The Center for their help in making it an awesome event. Special 

kudos to Anissa Joseph for the dope poster!  

 

Yelena Biberman-Ocakli I started and completed multiple exciting new 

projects. Over the summer, I conducted research with Sam Hotz ’22 for my 

new book project on the relationship between military organization and de-

mocracy. I also completed with Zach Troyanovsky ‘21 a five-episode podcast 

entitled “How to Kill a Superpower: Lessons from the USSR,” with the sup-

port of the John B. Moore Documentary Studies Collaborative (MDOCS) 

and the Harvard  

University Davis Center, at which I am now an Associate.  

Are you sleeping too comfortably and want to upgrade your nightmares? If 

so, you may enjoy my peer-reviewed article, entitled “The Technologies and International Politics of Genetic Warfare,” recently 

published as a “feature article” by the Strategic Studies Quarterly of the United States Air Force. The project benefitted from the 

research assistance of Brian Roberge ‘18 and Jared Schwartz ’20, guidance of Professor Bernard Possidente (Biology Department), 

and fieldwork at the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory and the Bio-IT World Conference supported by the Judith Johns Carrico Fac-

ulty Grant.  

Over the past year, I served as a Fellow at West Point’s Modern War Institute. My contributions included a peer-reviewed report, 

entitled “A Kashmir Peace Deal Now? Ripeness, Readiness, and US Role,” and an analytical article, entitled “The Proxy Gambit,” co

-authored with US Army Special Forces officer Maj. Alex Deep. My other policy pieces on topics ranging from U.S. diplomacy, the 

Kashmir conflict, and the Afghanistan war received attention from various sources, including the American Foreign Service Associa-

tion. I was invited to speak at venues that included the U.S. Department of State’s Ralph J. Bunche Library Speaker Series (in per-

son) and (virtually) at the New Delhi-based Association of Asia Scholars, Central University of Kashmir, Karachi-based Center for 

Social and Political Research, and Hamilton College. As member of the Atlantic Council’s Strategic Dialogues on Afghanistan, I partici-

pated in private working groups as well as moderated an expert discussion of the Taliban’s new government. I also served as a pan-

elist at a Skidmore College event entitled “Afghanistan: The Causes and Consequences of America’s Longest War.” I hosted in my 

classes multiple guest speakers virtually and in person, including a U.S. army officer stationed in the Middle East, an American diplo-

mat who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, Kashmir-based scholar Samir Ahmad, and Saratoga BLM leader Lexis Figuereo. I received 

the Alma Ostrom and Leah Hopkins Awan Civic Education Fund APSA (American Political Science Association) Centennial Center 

Research Grant for her work on Kashmir. 

 

https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-554
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-554
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/07/14/dont-expect-regional-organizations-rein-coups/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/07/14/dont-expect-regional-organizations-rein-coups/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0002039720984481
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Kate Graney I had an amazing summer hiking with Bean, visiting both the Jersey 

Shore and Cape Cod beaches, and doing a lot of good reading, podcast listening, gar-

dening, and resting. I took a trip with Professor Delton of the History Department to 

the New Bedford Whaling Museum, and reviewed some great books and articles for 

various journals. I am currently enjoying my last year as the director of the Gender 

Studies program, and am looking forward to introducing some new classes in the 

next couple of years, including Christianity and Politics, The Nation in the World 

(resurrecting the long-lost PL 241 class!), a new FYE either on the Seven Deadly Sins 

or the Politics of Being “Spiritual But Not Religious” and more. In October, I’ll be 

taking my current FYE on a field trip to the Museum of Russian Icons in Clinton, MA. 

I am very happy everyone is back in person and loves seeing you all, even masked!  

 

Chris Mann After the exhausting 2020 election and many challenges of the pandemic, I made sure that 

the summer of 2021 had an extra-large share of fun... along with the usual share of work. The photos 

show my favorite (and frequent) summer view from my sailboat on Saratoga Lake. I spent a lot of time 

sailing, plus paddling my kayak and learning to paddleboard. (I don't do motors or fishing. See Prof. 

Turner about those water sports  ). I put in a lot of miles on my bike as well, usually when there was 

no wind. The other photos are from a road trip with my family this summer to Colorado. The long 

hours on the road were made more tolerable by seeking out local root beer and donuts along the way. I 

highly recommend Dapper Donuts in Omaha, NE if you find yourself in the area. Parts 

& Labor Root Beer is made at a local brewery in a beautiful old brick auto shop in 

Sterling, CO. This excellent root beer is only available at the brewery in this small 

town in northeast CO but is so good it might be worth the trip just to get it again. 

Hopefully, I'll have the Root Beer Project tab of my webpage updated with all the root 

beers from the trip before this newsletter comes out so you can see where P&L stacks 

up. I welcome root beer and donut recommendations from around the country. And 

yes, I know I have a sugar problem.    

 

On the research front, I am still trying to digest all the data from experiments that I 

conducted in 2020 about voter mobilization working with several civic organizations. I was fortunate to be in-

volved in several organizations seeking to mobilize people to vote during the pandemic, especially drawing on my 

long-term interest in and expertise about pre-Election Day voting. I was part of teams that helped more 

than 4.6 million people apply to vote by mail and assisted millions more voters in voting early in-

person. Based on the field experiments embedded in these programs to evaluate their impact, they signifi-

cantly increased turnout of people who otherwise would not have voted - even in the record turnout in 

2020. Almost as important for the good of our democracy, these programs reduced pressures on polling 

places on Election Day during the pandemic and helped protect public health. I am currently working on 

completing several research papers from the 2020 election (and earlier) about voter mobilization using SMS 

messages, how to mobilize voters to vote before by mail and in-person before Election Day, the impact of 

online voter registration tools on registration, how media coverage of Election Day impacts attitudes about 

voting, and other voting and election related projects. Plus, I am thrilled to be working with Professor 

Biberman on a paper about an experiment on how government facilities impact feelings of security in occu-

pied Kashmir.   

 

Next spring, I look forward to teaching both Introduction to Political Science Research (PL202) and Experiments in Political Sci-

ence (PL302). Intro to Political Science Research is intended to make all your other PL courses easier. The course is designed 

to help you understand how political science research is conducted and how to better understand political science articles and 

books. Don't tell my colleagues, but PL202 is a kind of cheat sheet for many of your other courses. Experiments in Political Science 

provides an opportunity to learn how to conduct social science experiments, a cutting-edge research methodology in the discipline 

and a valuable skill for many post-graduation jobs. For the practical minded, each of these courses will meet the QR2 requirement 

-- although don't be put off by the numbers either. Each course fits the "Goldilocks principle" of just right balancing between using 

numbers when we need them but not getting overwhelmed by them.  
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Feryaz Ocakli I have enjoyed the beginning of the new semester and teaching in person. Since the pan-

demic hit, I have mostly been focusing on my family, doing my part to take care of our children. Timur is 

now four, and Anya is two, and they continue to amaze us by pushing the limits of cuteness. I have pub-

lished a piece entitled "Regime Change under the Party of Justice and Development (AKP) in Turkey." 

That was my contribution to the growing literature on democratic backsliding. I have designed, and am 

currently teaching, a new course called "Property and Ownership." It is an extension of my growing fasci-

nation with the fundamental building blocks of political economy. Most take property rights to be a given 

when studying economic development, but they are, as with many other things, historical and political 

institutions. I hope to turn this exploration into a book that interrogates what we mean when we say we 

"own" something, and how that shapes our conceptions of the economy. I also started watching Formula 

1 again, first time since my college days back when I was a fan of Mika Häkkinen as well as the Williams 

team. This season has been amazing so far. 

 

Ron Seyb I spent last year on sabbatical (aka, “vesting and resting”).  I spent 

most of this time abroad… touring the United States in the 1920s and 1930s (Needless to say, I am 

still trying to grasp both Teapot Dome and why Joe Kennedy is our ambassador to Great Britain).  My 

research on Walter Lippmann, the eminent (and, at times, a tad caustic) 20th century journalist and 

social commentator, prompted me to enjoy an extended visit with these two decades.   

 

I am delighted to be back in the “friendly confines” of the Skidmore Political Science Department after 

3 ½ years as a “feckless factotum” (I still have the nameplate).  I wish to thank all of the students who 

enrolled in my courses this term because of a lapse of judgment for their forbearance, good humor, 

and refusal to succumb to the temptation to shout, “Stop meddling with the primal forces of nature!”       

 

 Flagg Taylor This summer I taught a seminar for the Hertog Foundation on Vasily Grossman’s nov-

el Life and Fate (it took place once per week on Zoom for 6 sessions). I also taught a week-long, in-

person seminar on conservative liberalism (readings from The Federalist, Jefferson, Burke, and Tocque-

ville) for the Tikvah Fund. My podcast, Enduring Interest, is up and running. The podcast is devoted 

to neglected or forgotten books and essays—I plan on grouping 5-6 episodes around a particular 

theme. My first theme was totalitarianism and I released episodes on authors including Yevgeny Za-

myatin, Raymond Aron, and Czeslaw Milosz. Next up we cover authors on liberal education including 

figures like Leo Strauss and Hannah Arendt. In September I moderated a webinar on Art and Totali-

tarianism for the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation. In October I gave lectures at the Uni-

versity of North Texas and Baylor University on Václav Benda and the Charter 77 movement. At Bay-

lor I also led a two-day conference on totalitarianism with readings from my anthology The Great Lie. Finally, I found out my book 

The Contested Removal Power, 1789-2010, is cited in the Brief of Amicus Curiae Jed H. Shugerman for the case of Collins v. Yellin—

decided by the Supreme Court last June! 

 

Bob Turner I spent my summer helping some friends run for school board, overseeing the Faculty 

Student Summer Research program, creating a new community-based research class on evictions 

in Saratoga County, learning to surf, and fishing maybe more than I needed, but not as much as I 

wanted.  Here I am with twenty pound striped bass which was caught and returned safely to the 

Raritan Bay, NJ.  

 

Beau Breslin  I’m engaged in a number of different projects.  I’m currently contemplating his next 

book adventure, this one about the edits that were made by the drafters of the Declaration of 

Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the U.S. Constitution. I am interested in explor-

ing how the American political and constitutional landscape would have evolved differently if those 

ideas, clauses, and words were not left on the editing room floor.  Whenever I am not teaching or 

thinking about alternative constitutional developments, I’m in the ADKs hiking around. 

https://enduringinterest.podbean.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ryTGqFp8iY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ryTGqFp8iY
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RETURNING TO IN-PERSON CLASSES 

Shayna Cohen ‘23  

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS  
MARIA BIDEIWY, ABBY CICCARONE, SHAYNA COHEN,  ASH DELMORE,  NOAH FRYOU, NESSA GOLDHIRSCH-ROWN,  

EVAN HOLLAND-SHEPLER, SAM HOTZ, EMMA HULBERT, LISLE JAMIESON,  ANISSA JOSEPH, SYDNEY KASS,  

RACHEL KONOWITZ,  IZZY KROEGER, KATE LANDINO, KAITLYN MOORHEAD, JED PRICKETT, MEGAN SCHACHTER,  

ALEXANDRA STEVE, ZACH TROYANOVSKY, HUNTER WASSER 

From March 2020 until the conclusion of the Spring 2021 semester, Skidmore students and 

faculty were confined to mostly Zoom-centered academic spaces, with a few exceptions for small clas-

ses and individual meetings. Online and hybrid model classes allowed both students and faculty to con-

tinue their academic work in a COVID-safe way, whether in Saratoga Springs or another location. 

Learning and teaching on Zoom presented opportunities and accommodations but also challenges and 

frustrations for all. Now that classes have returned to being in-person, PL faculty members have shared 

thoughts on the changes. At right Professor Ocakli teaching a class at Haupt Pond. 

 

Emmanuel Balogun I am excited to finally get the full Skidmore experience in my second year at the 

College. I am excited to go to student events and to meet more students in person and for students to 

get to know me. 

 

Yelena Biberman-Ocakli The highlight of being back in the classroom in person is being surrounded by the energy of enthusias-

tic students. Holding classes outside, including at the Haupt Pond, has been a source of joy and inspiration. I am grateful for each 

moment that we share together in person.  

Photos from “PL365: Rebellion and Revolution” 

   

Bob Turner [Some things I miss from remote learning are] being able to teach in slippers and shorts, and my commute was an 8-

second walk upstairs to a spare bedroom. I did not miss having to find a parking spot on a rainy day or shoveling my driveway after 

a big snowfall. [Some things I enjoy about the return to in-person learning include: 

1. There is an energy and excitement about being in the room where it happens. It is very hard to teach when you can't read the 

room. 

2. Being able to pace and move around while I teach. I struggled to sit in a chair for 80 minutes classes on Zoom. 

3. I enjoy talking to students in the moments after class or chance encounters getting coffee. The ability to talk with students in a 

one-on-one setting is one of the best things about teaching at Skidmore.  

4. Loki, my corgi, really hated remote learning. Belly rubs were not the same 

Being on campus, especially with this gorgeous fall. 
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INVITED TO THE PARTY 

I left class early to make it to Beau Breslin’s Con-
stitution Day lecture. Can you blame me? Anyone who 

spends time in the Political Science department catches 
word of Beau’s “generational constitution” – an idea con-

sidered by many of his coworkers and students to be au-
dacious, to say the least. So, when the opportunity arose 

to hear from Beau directly about his new book, A Constitu-
tion for the Living, I had to take it. I needed to know the 

pros and cons, the appeal, and the intrigue, behind a U.S. 
Constitution that no longer adhered to the will of the 

Founders, but instead to the will of – put simply – We, 
the people. 

 
The lecture began with a presentation summariz-

ing Professor Breslin’s book. He proposed a new Consti-
tution for every generation (though he cut a few corners, 
placing the new document at the end of each generation’s 

life expectancy rather than advocating for a new Constitu-
tion every 25-30 years). Beau pondered the political ques-

tions of each era. In 1825 the Bill of Rights, while still simi-
lar in content, would move to the front and center of Ar-

ticle 1, making it a top priority of that generation. In 1903, 
women’s suffrage would take priority, while in 1953 the 

United States would contemplate unanimous ratification, 
rather than a 2/3 majority. Perhaps the most unique part 

of his proposal is the moment when Beau looks into the 
future: the next generational constitution will occur in 

2022, and Prof. Breslin argues that environmental protec-
tion will be a major topic of discussion at this meeting, 

among other present-day controversies such as Senate 
reconfiguration and crowdsourcing in politics. 

 

The rest of the lecture was a conversation be-
tween Prof. Breslin and guest speakers Hank Chambers 

and Keith Whittington, also esteemed professors of Con-
stitutional Theory. Prof. Whittington began his critique of 

the book by humorously calling it “deeply learned… and 
extremely imaginative.” He praised the book for being an 

excellent way to understand constitutional history and 
gain an expertise of the discourse of a given generation. 

However, Whittington was quick to point out how diffi-
cult it is to account for “contingencies;” once the new 

Constitution is written, how do we imagine the butterfly 
effect that will occur once new ideologies are made na-

tional law? 
 

 Prof. Chambers had similar concerns, but he 
nonetheless had no trouble slathering on his praises. 
Chambers admired Beau’s approach to Constitutional 

theory, and the idea that a conjectural retelling of Ameri-
can history can raise even more questions and hypotheti-

cals along the way. For him, the historical butterfly effect 
was a point of appeal, not a flaw in the system. For in-

stance, he asks if we would ever actually see a 2022 Con-
stitution, given that we had voted on unanimous ratifica-

tion 69 years prior?  
Surely one state will always stand in the way of 

unanimity, so would such a requirement eliminate the 
generational constitution altogether? For Chambers, this 

hypothetical did not negate Beau’s argument, but enriched 
it with possibility. 

 
 I spoke with Dr. Chambers after the lecture con-

cluded to discuss one final praise he had of Beau’s work 
that stuck with me: it was readable. At a liberal arts insti-
tution, none of us are exempt from elitism – intentional 

or otherwise. But Chambers made the point that Beau’s 
book could be read by practically anyone (which might 

come as a surprise if you are familiar with the density of 
the Con Law book that he assigns every year). Dr. Cham-

bers’ argument about the importance of the book’s acces-
sibility stood out to me – I have preached for years about 

the importance of content being “user-friendly” in all 
branches and levels of academia, so hearing the same 

opinions from such a distinguished theorist brought me 
some sense of pride and appreciation. Plus at that lecture, 

I got to hear about someone in my own department who 
met that accessible, “user-friendly” standard. A Constitution 

for the Living, as Chambers put it, allowed everyone “to be 
invited to the party.”  

KAITLYN MOORHEAD ‘22  
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THE DANGER OF TEACHING BLACK POLITICS WITHOUT 

ENOUGH BLACK PEOPLE IN THE CLASSROOM 

I made a commitment to myself that during my sen-

ior year, I would make it a priority to engage with Black nar-

ratives and explore the politics of Blackness. While this goal 

was easier to achieve than I expected in terms of finding clas-

ses, there was one thing I had not considered when going 

into these classrooms-- I am usually the only person that 

looks like me, a Black woman, in that space. While I am ap-

preciative of the ability to learn about these topics, especially 

at a predominantly White institution, I’ve noticed what I call 

the three dangers of teaching Black politics without enough 

Black people in the classroom. First, that one Black student 

or those few Black students become the representations/

representatives of their race. This enforced representation 

diminishes the lived experiences of these students and does 

not consider their other identities in that space. The second 

symptom is the intellectualizing of continued oppressive lived 

experiences of these students, while this can be expected of 

an academic institution, the lack of representation makes this 

experience more poignant. The final outcome is the lack of 

teaching about what this means for the future.  

 

This piece is written from my personal experience 

and I recognize that not every Black student feels the same, 

but there is a need to initiate greater conversation on this 

issue. Particularly as Skidmore attempts to promote racial 

justice, it is important that these conversations are had in 

every program and department.  

 

Enforced Black Representation 

When Frederick Douglass died in 1895, there was a 

void in the United States for Black leadership. They were 

looking for someone they considered respectable enough to 

put in his shoes, someone to create an ideal for Black Ameri-

ca to follow, an icon of respectability. The person who took 

his place was Booker T. Washington, an educated Black man 

who led an industrial education school in Alabama. When 

Washington discusses the role that he plays as a representa-

tive for his race in the absence of Douglass, I was reminded 

of my own experiences in classes in the Political Science De-

partment.  

 

Though Skidmore works to ensure diversity in the 

classroom, Black students are often the only Black students 

in their class settings. Especially in classes that focus on is-

sues of race or regional issues of the diaspora, there is a void 

of Black representation, either in terms of the professors 

who are teaching it or the students taking the course. Due 

to this lack of representation those few Black students be-

come the embodiment and representation of Blackness. This 

is a role that is created by professors and our non-Black 

peers. The blatant use of harmful language such as “negro” 

or “n****r” in order to “stay true to the text” or the lack of 

understanding of the fact that the way many of our profes-

sors and peers have learned about the world is through the 

lens of global white supremacy, which inherently belittles and 

diminishes Black experience, often puts Black students in the 

uncomfortable position of speaking up or being the target of 

wandering eyes as our peers struggle to say or hear the 

words without associating it directly to our existence. In  

dialogue, in which hurtful or prejudiced comments are made, 

there is a burden to defend or contextualize the reasoning 

behind certain topics. While this issue would exist in a space 

where there is equal representation, the role of constantly 

representing your race would be spread out between stu-

dents who could support and engage with the topic from 

various viewpoints and represent the reality of Blackness 

which is that it is not uniform. When students are forced 

into these roles, they are not only dealing with the stress of 

walking into that space every few days, but the identity of 

that student is diminished. You are no longer recognizing 

those students as their whole selves because their racial 

identity is being put at the forefront, when intersectionality 

changes the experience of every single person.  

 

Intellectualizing the Black Experience  

 

While the discussion of slavery, the civil rights 

movement, inner-city life, issues of the diaspora, and envi-

ronmental injustice, may feel like a faraway experience, these 

are present and lived experiences of the Black students ei-

ther directly or through generational trauma. Black lives are 

diminished every day, even in the Skidmore community, 

Black students don’t feel safe or acknowledged. The same 

oppressive language being used in the classroom to 

“preserve the intentions of the author,” are being wielded 

against us on a daily basis. The conversations that we are 

having in the classroom are essential to developing a deeper 

understanding of the political lives of Black individuals around 

the world, but without proper recognition of those in the 

space who are dealing with these realities on a daily basis, 

this can cause frustration, feelings of anger or animosity, and 

dejection. Though these feelings are present, there is little 

that can be done by these students without consistently put-

ting their trauma and lives on the table to be analyzed and 

critiqued by their classmates. Many Black students at Skid-

more have learned to hold their tongues and deal with the 

oftentimes limited understanding, blatantly prejudice, and 

hurtful words used against their people and their lives.  

 

This idea is not limited just to professors, it perme-

ates the peer-to-peer interaction. After attending predomi-

nantly White institutions since I was 12, it was a relief to 

come to a college in which students understood or were 

eager to learn different theories regarding race, gender, and 

class, unlike I had ever seen before; This was until those 

same theories and ideas were applied to the complex      

ANISSA JOSEPH ’22 
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THE DANGER OF TEACHING BLACK POLITICS WITHOUT 

ENOUGH BLACK PEOPLE IN THE CLASSROOM  

concepts and experiences that make up my Black experience. 

I do not say this to criticize the work that my peers, specifi-

cally my White peers, have put into understanding these ide-

as that either force them to recognize their privilege or 

break down structures that inherently benefit them. My ad-

vice is, read the room. Recognize that though these ideas 

may feel foreign or fully academic to you, there are people 

around you who are viscerally experiencing them. When 

discussing the commodification of Black people, recognize 

your role in how you perpetuate that, recognize your posi-

tionality, think about how it might feel to a Black student as 

you appear to sympathize, but you are wearing box braids 

and “streetwear chic”. Politics at its root is the study of hu-

man interaction, how we make decisions and agreements, it’s 

deeper than structure and election statistics. There is a hu-

man element to the work, and we cannot forgo that in these 

discussions, we have to talk about these issues beyond the 

text and bring it into the real world. Black people around the 

world are fighting for the right to live freely every day. The 

voices that dominate fields such as Political Science, Sociolo-

gy, and History are predominantly White and often write 

through the lens of global White supremacy, therefore many 

of the authors and writings you’re using to contextualize the 

experiences of Black people don’t write from a place of un-

derstanding, they are writing from a place of oppression and 

racism. We should aim beyond deeply understanding the 

texts and aim to deeply understand people.      

 

What does this mean for the future? 

 

Utilizing Black narratives and Black political thinkers 

is crucial to the studying of political science that encom-

passes all people. Political Science professors have increased 

the use of these narratives over my time at Skidmore and I 

have had professors reach out to me personally with articles 

regarding topics I have either expressed interest in or spoke 

about in the classroom. The danger of looking at narratives is 

if we look at them without thinking, what does this mean for 

the future? We live in a society that wants to believe we’re 

“post-racial,” or post racial injustice just because we’ve had a 

Black president or because I can write a piece like this with-

out putting myself or my family in direct danger, but we are 

nowhere near that world. The ideas and opinions of Black 

political thinkers are necessary tools for Black students to 

fight the systems that oppress them. Without contextualizing 

them, allowing for conversation of how these ideas played 

out, or how these thoughts impacted Black communities 

shows lack of foresight, and can lead to their misinterpreta-

tion. As political science students, we engage with the mate-

rials we learn inside the classroom and prepare to take it out 

into the world as the future great political thinkers, academ-

ics, political officers, and hopefully leaders. If we look at a 

text from W.E.B. DuBois and interpret it as valuing what 

would now be a liberal arts education, it would be a disser-

vice to students to not understand how those ideas either 

revolutionized political ideas associated with Blackness or 

negatively affected Black lives, as well as how that can be 

interpreted and used for the future of Black individuals 

around the world. In order to learn about war, our lessons 

are filled with context, in depth readings about specific con-

flicts, and most of us have learned these mostly White narra-

tives before. Though it is too late to compensate for our 

former education, it is important that the context that sur-

rounds the experiences and circumstances of Black people 

are explained thoroughly. The fight against White supremacy 

is present in the diaspora, Black lives around the world are 

being brutalized and devalued by the state and its forces, and 

Black individuals are fighting systemic oppression in educa-

tion, career, and social spaces every day. Without context 

and thinking beyond the books we can never hope to utilize 

this information to tackle the issues that we are plagued with 

today. While many may not view these issues as pertinent to 

their lives or not at the forefront of their fight to end injus-

tice, there are Black students in the classroom who both 

want and need these tools and seek to develop a deeper 

understanding than what is currently offered.  

  

Moving Forward 

I recognize that this is an issue deeper than the Po-

litical Science department, it's about the way we are educat-

ed about certain groups, how we engage with the histories of 

certain people, but it is not impossible to overcome. It is not 

lost upon me that I am even able to take courses solely dedi-

cated to Blackness in our department, which is a sign of the 

progress that can be made. I am both grateful and eager to 

learn from my professors. I am just one Black student, but I 

offer this as a guide or a tool to aid those who seek to bet-

ter themselves as peers and as educators and a message to 

those that perpetuate these issues, that we see you and we 

are asking you to do better. I can neither speak for every 

Black student in our department, nor speak for those who 

decline to join our department for the reasons listed above 

and so many more, but I hope that through this we recog-

nize the need for more conversation, for dialogue, and for 

representation. 

FROM PAGE 7 BY ANISSA JOSEPH ’22 
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AMERICA’S LONGEST WAR 

On Wednesday, September 29th, Skidmore 

hosted a virtual panel entitled “Afghanistan: The 

Causes and Consequences of America’s Longest 

War.” This event, moderated by International 

Affairs professor Mahesh Shankar, featured four 

panelists whose aim was to “consider the U.S. 

military presence in Afghanistan and its recent 

withdrawal.” The panelists included Political 

Science’s very own Professor Yelena Biberman-

Ocakli, as well as Gender Studies Professor 

Gwen D’Arcangelis and Pushi Prasad from the 

Management and Business & International Affairs 

departments, and Cornell University historian 

Jonathan Lohnes. 

The event began with a short clip offering context and several Af-

ghan perspectives. Particularly striking was a statement from an 

Afghan woman in reference to U.S. departure: “It's hard to be be-

trayed by your friend, rather than your enemy. It's hard to believe 

that we've been used for a political project, rather than democratic 

values… just lip service, nothing more.” 

Each panelist spoke for about ten minutes then was followed by a 

brief question and answer period. Professor Biberman-Ocakli went 

first and spoke passionately about the United States’ grave mistakes 

in Afghanistan. She emphasized that the present is a product of 

history and our failure to learn from it. This is a critical lesson to 

keep in mind as we move out of this phase of the country’s so-

called “War on Terror.” 

Next, Professor D’Arcangelis, drawing on the argument previously 

made by Palestinian-American anthropologist Lila Abu-Lughod, 

discussed the concept of imperial feminism and how calls to “Save 

Afghan Women” have produced more harm than good. Specifically, 

Professor D’Arcangelis warned of a common trap that American 

activists and feminists often fall into: using the goal of “saving Afghan 

women” from the wrath of the Taliban as a justification for imperi-

alism and empire-building. This theme is prevalent in the United 

States’ history of overseas intervention and occupation, and the 

case in Afghanistan is no different. Professor D’Arcangelis argued 

that instead of this “white savior complex” form of neoliberal femi-

nism, American activists looking to support Afghan women should 

focus on educating themselves and others, listening to and amplify-

ing female Afghan voices, and providing monetary 

support to trusted organizations. 

Management and Business and International Affairs 

Professor Pushkala Prasad then spoke briefly about 

some of the humanitarian ramifications of the Unit-

ed States’ withdrawal. She distinguished between the 
“hyper-vulnerable” and the “exposed” populations 

in Afghanistans, with the latter (or former?) includ-

ing journalists and activists. And, as Professor D’Ar-

cangelis noted, women, often those who are educat-

ed and/or in positions of power. Professor Prasad 

also warned of yet another wave of the ongoing 

refugee crisis, as well as an increase in global human 

trafficking, a phenomenon known as “disaster capitalism.” 

The panel on America’s longest war certainly provided lots of use-

ful insights into how and why we, as Americans, got ourselves into 

the longest war in our history. Numerous examples and anecdotes 

from the panelists emphasized that we are still very much in the 

middle of this conflict, and our actions now will have direct conse-

quences for the future of Afghanistan and our own. Each member 

emphasized the importance of engaging in these discussions, which 

are often precluded by the “military-industrial, Congressional, aca-

demia, think-tank media complex,” as Lohnes called it. Though diffi-

cult, these conversations help us better to understand our role in 

the global system that is perpetuating inequities and encouraging 

U.S. involvement abroad. Twenty years after the U.S. invasion of 

A f -

ghanistan, the world is arguably more fraught than it was before. It 

is imperative to continue to learn about U.S. history of involvement 

in Afghanistan and around the world, and to continue to amplify the 

voices of those unheard and excluded.  

Shayna Cohen ‘23 
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HIP-HOP IN THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND 

On Friday, October 8, Professor Msia Kibona Clark from 

Howard University gave a talk entitled The Politics Around 

Race and Identity in African Hip-Hop.  Professor Clark shared 

with us her research on the role hip-hop has played specifi-

cally in South Africa among coloured people.  She theorized 

about why hip-hop culture has been adopted mainly by this 

group, and the role this plays in politics.   

Whether hip-hop fuels your mind, body, or soul, it is vital 

that we understand and appreciate it as more than just what 

is blasting out of our car windows.  Hip-hop is a culture of 

authenticity, storytelling, resistance, and power.  We should 

not enjoy hip-hop culture without fully understanding the 

political implications of all aspects of it.  We should not say 

we love hip-hop without saying we stand with Black lives, 

and value the use of this culture as a legitimate form of pro-

test.  Hip-hop crosses generational and geographical divides 

and deserves far more respect and attention both academi-

cally and in the ways it has shaped all of our lives.    

 

Interview with Professor Emmanuel Balogun of Po-

litical Science: 

Abby:  How would you describe your current connection 

to hip-hop? 

Balogun: I feel like I have always had a connection.  I think I 

attached to the culture through my studying as an academic, 

and someone who's lived through the height of hip-hop cul-

ture in America. It influenced the way I dressed as a kid, it 

influenced the way I thought as a kid, it still influences me in 

a lot of ways.  It helps shape my mood.  So, I think I am very 

much immersed in the culture both as someone who's inter-

ested in it, who’s lived it, who studies it, and who enjoys it. 

A: When did your love for hip-hop begin? 

B:  Busta Rhymes, All in Check, “Woo Hah!” that was one of 

my favorite songs as a young man.  But I would say even be-

fore that, it was always in my house, but that was the song 

that really made me fall in love with it.  I watched “Yo! MTV 

Raps,” I watched what eventually became “106 and Park”, 

“Rap City,” “BET.”  So, I would say from a very very young 

age I was into it.  Busta was one of my favorites, DMX was 

one of my favorites as a kid, LL Cool J was one of my favor-

ites as a kid, and then eventually as I got older, I started to 

really get into Tribe and Jay-Z, Common, The Roots, Mos 

Def, Quelly… Nas to an extent but I was on the side of Jay-

Z in the battle, but those were sort of my formative groups.  

So, from a very young age, I’d say like ‘93 is really where I 

start to fall in love with it. 

A: What originally drew you to hip-hop? 

B:  Rhyming and beats for sure.  The graffiti stuff… …I have 

friends who are taggers, and I get it and I like it, but totally 

lyrics, the ways people use words, the ways people manipu-

late sounds-- that really drew me into it. And I'm really a big 

fan of what ended up becoming soul sampling in the early 

2000s and also early 90s production like the boom bap era.  

Boom bap really got me going, but then I really fell in love 

when people would flip old 70s songs into rap songs. I also 

grew up in a house where we were listening to a lot of 70s 

soul music, so a lot of the songs that I was hearing in Just 

Blaze and Kanye, Heatmakerz, etc., I was familiar with be-

cause my mom would play them around the house.  So, for 

me as a young person to make those connections… …This 

is incredible to me.  I don't see it as stealing, I see it as inno-

vative. 

A: As you became more active in the hip-hop world, what 

surprised you?  

B: The amount of depth in a lot of lyrics.  Like the ways in 

which people who are not formally educated have such a 

sophistication for words and can use words with double and 

triple meanings in a way that you can get it the first time, but 

then you listen 3 or 4 more times, and you get something 

new out of it each time.  Or the ways that people can simply 

know how to use words that mean one thing in one context 

and flip it in a bunch of different ways.  Manipulating the use 

of words always surprises me.  And this idea that there is a 

perception that hip-hop artists don't have sophistication to 

them, that because they grew up in a particular kind of envi-

ronment that they don't have the education or the where-

withal to be smart or to be scholarly, but the poetry in the 

raps are scholarly.  They have such a real robust command 

Abby Ciccarone ‘22 
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HIP-HOP IN THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND 

A: What is the relationship between hip-hop and politics?   

B: I think it's impossible to separate the two. Hip-hop is po-

litical because its origin is rooted out of politics. It is created 

because of socio-economic conditions, things like being 

pushed out of your home or redlined or drugs being dumped 

into your community.  There is an inherent social conscious-

ness.  The idea that we can use dance production, DJing par-

ties etc. as a way to escape from the social economic condi-

tions that we are in.  And also, I think the way in which peo-

ple who are authentically hip-hop choose to engage their 

music and make it reflect the things that they have experi-

enced makes it political.  I think the music industry makes hip

-hop political; and what I mean by that is that the music in-

dustry has oftentimes pigeonholed or taken advantage of hip-

hop’s newness and naivety of people who do not have formal 

education or exposure to business savvy.  Because of that, 

artists are also responding to the shitty ways that record 

companies have treated them.  The politics behind getting a 

sample cleared.  To engage in the craft and how people are 

forced to navigate that makes it political.  And then the na-

ture of, particularly gangsta rap, it's meant to be subversive.  

It's meant to challenge what we know about systems and the 

legitimacy of these systems.  It's meant to talk critically about 

the militarization of American cities and the impact that has 

on minoritized people and particularly Black people.  There 

are narratives of migrations when we talk about the regional 

aspects of hip-hop and how NY hip-hop is one way, south-

ern hip-hop is one-way, east coast hip-hop, west coast, Mid-

west.  Within that we can talk; the current wave is drill mu-

sic.  Drill music is Chicago style, but NY rappers have 

adapted it.  That's a political story about migration, a particu-

lar string of subculture, or what some people would call gang 

culture, and how that is tied into music.  Not to mention the 

ways in which hip-hop artists and the celebrity of hip-hop is 

also used as a way to make politicians feel like they are con-

nected to people.  How politicians use hip-hop artists to 

portray messages or use them for their own good. 

A: Do you see hip-hop as an effective form of protest? 

B:  I think there are ways in which hip-hop music can be 

used to affect social change.  I think there are ways that hip-

hop can be used as a tool for mobilization.  Now, I don't 

think independently by itself-- A song by itself is not the only 

tool that should be used for mobilization.  However, music 

in general and hip-hop in particular has a way of tapping into 

a social consciousness; it taps into a desire for mobilization 

that I think is unparallel with any other genre.  I think a lot 

about what happened the last couple summers and even pri-

or to that with Trevon Martin and other people who have 

been subject to either state violence or violence perpetuated 

by someone pretending to be the state, and how hip-hop 

music was so instrumental in bringing awareness to these 

things.  Think about the imagery of athletes wearing the 

hoodies saying, “I can't breathe,” or there are so many ways 

in which the culture of hip-hop, not just the music, but the 

ways that those who embrace the culture, who make money 

off the culture, end up having such a big platform to effect 

political change.  So, the short answer is yes, hip-hop culture 

does have a significant role in social mobilization, but I think 

it works in conjunction with a lot of dynamics as well. 

 

Interview with Hettie Barnhill of Dance: 

Abby:  How would you describe your current connection 

to hip-hop? 

Hettie: My current connection to hip-hop feels very much 

like my being, my Blackness, I don't know where my connec-

tion story ends because it feels one in the same.  So, my con-

nection to hip-hop is almost like saying myself, my self-

reflection. 

A:  When did your love for hip-hop begin? 

H:  I think my love for hip-hop began with my mom in her 

belly.  When I think of hip-hop, I'm thinking about The Electric 

Slide with my mom.  I'm thinking about beats and drum 

rhythm patterns and clapping hands in church.  That's the 

origin of hip-hop.  So, I would say my love for hip-hop began 

when I understood that clapping made a rhythm and stomp-

From Page 8 
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HIP-HOP IN THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND 

A: As you became more active in the hip-hop world, what 

surprised you?   

H: I think there was a time in my life when I grew up learn-

ing the codified language of ballet, and I think having that kind 

of training when I was younger separated me from things 

that were naturally in me.  And when I look back, I think the 

thing that surprised me is the fact that I felt like when I was 

younger, a teenager, that hip-hop was unnatural to me.  That 

was the relationship I had to it because I felt nervous about 

what if I don't look in pocket, and I am talking specifically to 

hip-hop dance.  And I was nervous to do that because I felt 

that I was away from the training that I was doing as a danc-

er, and I did not recognize it in my own body anymore.  But 

in that same time, what was interesting is I am still living my 

life, I am still surrounded by the things that I think hip-hop is.  

So, I think it was shocking to me that I could even think 

about the fact that it didn’t belong to me, when it always 

had.   

I always thought hip-hop should be taught in college.  It was-

n't an if it was a when.  I could see the world going in this 

direction.  I think recently for me is with Lil Nas X.  I am 

always excited when something feels put together in a differ-

ent way-- it's the same thing, it's always the same ingredients, 

but to see that kind of freedom in Lil Nas X from everything 

Lil Nas X is about.  First, Nas is one of my favorite artists. 

Then when I hear X I think Malcom X.  Malcolm X to me is 

fully hip-hop.  So, I have Lil Nas X here, and now existing in 

those two names of Nas and Malcolm X, but also openly gay.  

And not just openly gay, but visibly doing things I thought 

would only be seen in women; the way bodies have been 

shown off, the intimacy on camera.  And Lil Nas X has 

brought that into the world publicly, with something that I 

am very familiar with because that is what my friends are.  

That is who my friends are.  But brought it so beautifully in 

public that I was just, shocked is the wrong world, I was just 

kind of like oh my God. 

A: What is the relationship between hip-hop and politics?   

H:  Everything.  Because to really understand hip-hop you 

cannot (even though people try) to understand, to appreci-

ate, to enjoy hip-hop, is to enjoy Black culture.  Black people.  

Black stereotypes. Black diversity. And it is a protest in itself 

because politically hip-hop was also silenced or tried to be 

silenced, during the Regan time, in many different ways.  The 

lyrics were trying to be silenced, the fashion was trying to be 

silenced, some of the street art was trying to be silenced.  

So, when you have that approach you know that the origin 

of it is race, and it is political by nature because it is of the 

Black people that have been sent out and now it has been 

popularized.  But now it is a reminder.  It is always going to 

definitely pull at the people who is racist.  You can dance to 

it all you want to, but you cannot deny where it is held and 

where it continues to be held, and all of the lineage in it. 

A: Do you see hip-hop as an effective form of protest? 

H:  Yes, I do. And I feel that because it is not just one thing.  

It has the ability to show up in many different ways.  And I 

think that when you are trying to convey a point, it is always 

great to find a voice to communicate it.  Hip-hop has many 

different communications, different medias, different arts, but 

it comes from this origin of Blackness.  It comes from slaves.  

It comes from the oppressed.  When something is rooted 

out of oppression, it can never be denied.  It is always going 

to be a symbol of resistance.  It is always going to be a sym-

bol of standing up, and that's what it should be used for as 

well.  And entertainment. But it is highly effective because it 

is rooted from it.   

From Page 9 
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STUDENT NEWS: HOW WAS YOUR SUMMER? 

Collected by Lisle Jamieson 

I had an internship with my local Democrat group for my 

county, and I worked a job as a camp counselor for a music 

camp for kids! Kate Landino, ’24 

 

My summer was pretty busy! I went to San Diego and saw 

some cute seals. I also worked at a cafe, drank three cappuc-

cinos a day, and continued to serve on the Master Planning 

Committee. Maria Bideiwy, ’24 

 

My summer was great! I spent ten weeks working with Pro-

fessor Biberman as part of the Faculty Student Summer Re-

search Program. We conducted a comparative historical 

analysis of the US and USSR to figure out how both coun-

tries--which were founded in rejection of standing armies--

amassed two of the world's most powerful militaries. I con-

ducted archival research, and I used data from the Interna-

tional Institute of Strategic Studies to track military develop-

ment in the US and USSR/Russia from the 1960s through to 

present day. Sam Hotz, ’22 

 

It was very busy; I spent a lot of time working on digital ar-

chiving of Black history and family history as well as prepar-

ing for senior year. I got interested in looking at the oral 

tradition in Black narratives and how that has shaped Black 

unity and community, throughout the summer I worked on 

developing a small personal archive for my own family and 

preserving our history and its relations to politics. Anissa 

Joseph, ’22 

 

This summer, I studied abroad in Costa Rica for 5 weeks. I 

stayed with a host family in San Jose, took classes during the 

week at Universidad Veritas, and traveled around the coun-

try on the weekends. I loved getting to meet such wonderful 

people, try delicious foods, and understand a beautiful cul-

ture. Abby Ciccarone, ’22 

 

This summer was a bit of a rollercoaster. I moved to Massa-

chusetts to take a job as a canvasser for Clean Water Ac-

tion, but I ended up leaving the position in June because 

some of the company's quota requirements were really bad 

for my mental health. To make up for my new, unemployed 

status, I took a gig as a Door Dash driver so I could stay in 

Amherst with my roommates. It was a tough summer for 

sure, but I don't think I regret any of the decisions I made, 

and I definitely learned a lot about my limits.  

Kaitlyn Moorhead, ’22 

 

I had a remote internship as a Political Analyst with the Mas-

sachusetts Women's Political Caucus Political Action Com-

mittee. Nessa Goldhirsch Brown, ’22 

 

This summer was great, I moved with my family from our 

hometown in New Jersey into  

Manhattan which was an amazing transition. I love living in 

busy NYC! I worked at a Venezuelan restaurant in Midtown 

for the summer as a line cook, which was a super rewarding 

experience. I improved my skills as a chef and my Spanish-

speaking skills. Shayna Cohen, ’23 

 

So busy! But also quite fun. I worked as a TA for Intro to 

Logic at Skidmore, worked as an editorial intern for Bal-

lotpedia, and conducted a research project about the role of 

police in my town. I also got very invested in mountain bik-

ing, and have discovered a new passion in doing do.  

Hunter Wasser, ’23 

 

I spent the summer at Skidmore, interning on a local council 

race and giving tours in Admissions. It was so much fun! 

Saratoga Springs is beautiful in the summer.  

Sydney Kass, ’23 

 

This summer I worked at Frost Valley YMCA in the Adven-

ture program of their sleepaway camp located in the center 

of the Catskills State Park. I navigated a couple of different 

roles as a counselor in "Adventure Village" (closer to the 

traditional sleepaway camp experience), a coordinator of 

counselors-in-training, and a trip leader guiding a trail-

building service trip. Each role offered unexpected lessons in 

patience, pragmatism, community, communication, power 

structures, and care. It was hard, honest work - but I'm 

grateful for its gifts. Lisle Jamieson, ’24 

 

My summer was great! I spent in on campus taking classes 

and working at the Tang Museum. Alexandra Steve, ’22 
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STUDENT NEWS:  
WHAT’S IT LIKE TO BE BACK ON CAMPUS?  

Definitely mixed feelings. Loving in-person classes but the 

stress of the workload has increased and more COVID re-

strictions are socially limiting. Kate Landino, ’24 

  

It's great to be back on campus, especially being able to so-

cialize with everyone on a different level compared to last 

year. Maria Bideiwy, ’24 

  

It is amazing! I missed our community so much and the feel-

ing of walking into a classroom and seeing my professors in 

person. It is still an experience I approach with anxiety, but I 

am grateful for the sacrifices that students, professors, and 

staff are making to be here with us. Anissa Joseph, ’22 

  

I thought last year was awesome, so obviously this year is 

amazing. It’s so cool to be in a real classroom and actually 

meet people. I am so happy to be here. Ash Delmore, ’24 

  

It is so nice to see old and new faces around. It is over-

whelming being thrown back into in-person learning without 

much grace. I am hopeful we remain diligent regarding 

COVID-19. Abby Ciccarone, ’22 

  

I am really excited to be back on campus, even if there are 

still Covid restrictions. I've been able to reunite with friends 

that I didn't see at all last year, and I'm taking a collection of 

classes that all mesh together really well, making it incredibly 

fun to find connections from one course to another. I'm 

really hopeful that this senior year will remain happy and 

memorable, even if there are some bumps along the way. 

Kaitlin Moorhead, ’22 

  

I am abroad (Montpellier, France). Nessa Goldhirsch 

Brown, ’22 

  

Loving being back, I missed Saratoga weather. In-person 

classes are quite stressful, but I knew it would be as such. I 

am so happy to be back with all of my friends and peers. 

Shayna Cohen, ’23 

  

Being back among my peers is great. The communal atmos-

phere is something I've really been missing—not to say that 

spending time with my family doesn't have its own niche in 

my life. That said, I'm absolutely swamped in work and defi-

nitely staying up too late because of it. But hey, we can sleep 

when we're dead, right? Hunter Wasser, ’23 

  

It's nice to get back into the groove. I love learning; I love 

campus; I'm happy to be back. Sydney Kass, ’23 

  

It feels nervy in every sense of the word! It's exhilarating to 

experience something closer to the "normal" college experi-

ence, and still nerve-wracking to navigate the complexities 

of the pandemic - trying to exist fruitfully within a collective 

while remaining somewhat isolated. It's strange but good. 

Lisle Jamieson, ’24 

  

It is wonderful being back on campus with all in person clas-

ses! There is something so authentic in class discussions 

when everyone is present in a room. The professors are 

dedicated as ever and the students are eager to engage in 

conversation about the respect topics of their courses.   

Alexandra Steve, ’22 
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FACULTY STUDENT SUMMER RESEARCH 

SAMANTHA HOTZ ‘22 

“It is easier to supply deficiencies of power than to 

take back excess of power,” Patrick Henry reminded his 

colleagues during the U.S. Constitutional Convention. Hen-

ry was talking about the military, specifically the establish-

ment of a standing army. The anti-federalists (and even 

some federalists) believed a peacetime standing army to be 

a dangerous violation of American ideals. But this debate 

was not unique to the United States. The founders of the 

USSR had similar reservations about a standing army and 

sought to establish a people’s militia instead.    

I worked with Professor Yelena Biberman for ten 

weeks this past summer as part of the faculty-student sum-

mer research program investigating how the US and 

USSR—two countries founded in rejection of peacetime 

standing armies—amassed some of the world’s most robust 

armed forces. This was my first research experience outside 

of class. I learned how to conduct qualitative research 

through comparative historical analyses and quantitative 

research using Excel. But most importantly, I developed a 

passion for strategic studies and a newfound curiosity about 

consensus in US foreign policy that has inspired me to write 

a senior thesis.   

 

I stayed in touch with Professor Biberman after the 

ten-week program concluded, and we continued to explore 

the relationship between democracy and coercive military 

power. Now that the fall semester is underway, I am work-

ing as her research assistant. My research thus far has been 

focused on Afghanistan. I did a deep dive into the Taliban’s 

takeover of the country and began questioning the efficacy 

of the state model of government to provide security for 

the Afghan people. I presented my findings in a lecture titled 

“The State of Afghanistan” to Professor Biberman’s Intro-

duction to Comparative and International Politics class. I 

never imagined teaching as an undergraduate student, and I 

am so grateful to Professor Biberman for giving me such an 

opportunity. Teaching allowed me to sharpen my ideas on 

the subject matter and test my ability to command a class-

room. This was a great practical experience, as I am consid-

ering pursuing a PhD in strategic studies after graduating 

from Skidmore.  
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HOW TO KILL A SUPERPOWER: LESSONS FROM THE USSR
ZACH TROYANOVSKY ‘21 

December 7th, 1991: Three Soviet 

leaders assemble at a cabin in the 

woods, and by the end of the weekend, 

a superpower is dead. 

Over the course of the last year, I have 

had the amazing opportunity to work 

closely with Professor Yelena 

Biberman on an examination and 

analysis of the events that occurred that 

weekend in the Belarusian Belavezha 

forest. We began our research in Sep-

tember 2020 into the events that result-

ed in the dissolution of the USSR. Prior to being approached by Pro-

fessor Biberman for this project, I knew very little about the Belavezha 

accords. This was particularly shocking to me because my parents had 

both immigrated from the Soviet 

Union. 

We began our research by examin-

ing as many accounts of the events 

at Belavezha as we could possibly 

find. Often these descriptions were 

comprised of 2-3 sentences out of 

an entire book. It was never a pri-

mary focus for any of these writers, 

even those who were present at 

Belavezha. We interviewed numer-

ous experts (e.g. Boris Yeltsin’s 

biographer, a Soviet journalist and filmmaker) and even Stanislav 

Shushkevich – the former leader of Belarus who organized the 

Belavezha meeting. 

Over the winter break, Professor 

Biberman shared with me the 

exciting news that Harvard Univer-

sity’s Davis Center for Russian 

and Eurasian Studies was ready to 

back the project. We spent the 

Spring on continuing our research 

and expanding our script. The 

Davis Center graciously offered to 

provide us with funding to contin-

ue the project through the Sum-

mer. Professor Biberman and I were also named Associates of the 

Davis Center as a result of our work.  

So, after graduating this past Spring, I moved off-campus, and Profes-

sor Biberman and I began the process of recording and producing our 

podcast, entitled How to Kill a Superpower: Lessons from the USSR. I 

had some background in audio engineering from my experience live 

mixing concerts at Falstaff’s for Lively Lucy’s, but there was definitely a 

sharp learning curve when it came to producing fully flushed out half-

hour podcast episodes. Professors Adam Tinkle and Jesse O’Connell 

from the MDocs Department ran me through crash courses in audio 

editing and gave me the tools to work at a more professional level. 

Over the course of the summer, we also were able to bring other Skid-

more voices into the project. We interviewed Professor Kate Graney 

about some of the larger contextual factors leading to the USSR’s col-

lapse and Professor Evan Mack about his recently debuted opera about 

Boris Yeltsin’s trip to a Texas supermarket. We also worked with Kira 

Shepard ’23 to create artwork for the podcast’s release.  

Keep an eye out for the podcast’s debut on streaming services this Fall! 

SOO THAT HAPPENED 
WHILE THE ZEITGEIST OF ZOOM WAS NOT EASY, IT CERTAINLY MADE FOR SOME GOOD STORIES. FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF OTHER PL STUDENTS, 

SYDNEY KASS ‘23 TELLS A FEW OF THESE COVID- ERA TALES.  

From time to time, we experience inclement weather here in Saratoga 

Springs, and most of the time, I experience bad luck. Mix volatile power 

lines with torrential rains, groaning thunder, and several bolts of light-

ning—whose electricity, I might add, looks easier to harness in Back to 

the Future than in real life—and you get a blackout. But not just any 

kind of blackout: the kind that happens when you’re giving a speech to 

120 people on Zoom. Last fall, just as I began to introduce famous jour-

nalist and voting rights expert Ari Berman at a virtual voting rights 

event, it rained; it poured; and I fell off the call before my power had 

yet restored. Soo that happened.  

~Sydney Kass ‘23 

One February evening, it was a balmy 55 degrees in my Kimball Hall 

classroom. Sporting a throw blanket and Patagonia parka, as one did, I 

sat down at my desk and attended “Comparative Policing.” While Pro-

fessor Graney’s class was fascinating, I could not engage; I was cold— 

no, frigid. Mid-lesson, I proceeded to drop my pen, pick up my phone, 

and report the issue to Campus Safety. At the time, I thought I had 

mastered the art of multitasking; I had not. For whatever reason—let’s 

blame brainfreeze— I didn’t mute myself. My entire class had the pleas-

ure of hearing my conversation. (Who needs a study break when you 

can just listen to me talk…, right?) Soo that happened.  

~Noah Fryou ‘23 

One Tuesday morning, I woke up a bit sleep deprived. The dedicated 

student that I am, I went to my 8:10AM in Davis. After class, I had ten 

minutes to squeeze in a power nap before Intro to Political Philosophy; 

I gladly took this opportunity. Ten minutes turned into fifteen and into 

twenty. Then, suddenly, I awoke to an auditorium full of my class-

mates... staring at me. You see, the entire class had funneled into the 

room, seen me asleep—head to desk—and been too polite to disturb 

me. Professor Natalie Taylor was kind enough to wake me. Some nap 

on couches, others on beds. But not me. Apparently, I sleep in class. 

Whoops. Soo that happened. 

~Jed Prickett ‘24 
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 THE TALES OF A WEST WING WANNABE:  
SUMMER 2021 EDITION  

SYDNEY KASS ‘23 
Skidmore business professor Minita 

Sanghvi—go thoroughbreds!—is run-
ning for Commissioner of Finance of 

Saratoga Springs, and last summer, I 
worked on her campaign as senior 

intern.  

When I grow up I want—I think I 

want—to be a speechwriter like Toby 
Ziegler and Sam Seaborn from The 

West Wing. There’s something fulfill-
ingly romantic about writing prose and 

speaking it into the void for all willing ears to listen. But 
then again, I’m fascinated by several other pursuits: cam-

paigns and political organizing and government and law 

and elections and [insert field here] and…. 

I got to do a little of everything; I tried a little of every-
thing. I wrote speeches—I have much to learn before 
President Bartlet would even consider having me on staff, 

but a start is a start—copyrighted, designed rally posters, 
attended and participated in meetings, attempted to de-

sign a website, and strategized. I even picked up balloons 
for a fundraiser once. While I did not enjoy running so-

cial media accounts as much as I had anticipated, I abso-
lutely loved serving as—what I called—a political social-

ite. Attending events with my candidate, remembering 
the names; the faces; the people; the conversations, I just 

loved it.   

The City of Saratoga Springs—

and most other cities—could 
and should do more to be 

green, and sustainability is part 
of my candidate’s platform. 

Sustainable initiatives are 
good—good for our environ-
ment, good for us; our chil-

dren; and our children’s chil-
dren. Many people know this; 

many people will claim to care; 
but fewer people are actually willing to act, even here in 

Saratoga Springs.  

 Last fall, I took Professor Bob Turner’s ES-PL course 

called “Environmental Policy and Politics,” in which we 
studied how to overcome various obstacles to passing 

environmental legislation. A semester-and-a-half later, 
taking what I had learned in class, I developed a plan for 

communicating the campaign’s environmental agenda. 

(Thanks, Bob).  

First, I met with my candidate’s climate advisor.  My fa-
vorite word is “why,” so you can imagine I had a good 

time asking lots of questions. (Life update!: I might like 

policy research.) Second, I packaged 

the platform into talking points. 
Since environmental altruism isn’t 

enough to convince voters to wear 
their climates on their sleeves, I pre-

sented the idea from another an-
gle—in this case, economics and 

finance. Sustainability is both respon-
sible and profitable, so Saratogians 

should be in favor of [insert most 
sustainable initiatives] to boost the 

local economy…. I’d go into more detail, but this is the 

PL newsletter, not campaign literature.  

Meeting Saratogians was my favorite part of campaigning. 
Yes, I am a big people person, and talking to new people 

is kind of my thing, but that was not why I enjoyed it so 
much. Having conversations with the community about 
our community further grounded me in it. Skidmore Col-

lege is a bubble within Saratoga Springs, and until last 
summer, I had felt like a transplanted downstater. (In 

case my accent doesn’t come through when I write, I am 
from Long Island, NY.) My experience has viscerally con-

nected me to the city and enhanced my time spent in it. 

I watched The West Wing for the first time when I was 

twelve years old, and politics has been my schtick ever 
since. (I blame Aaron Sorkin and my parents for that—

shoutout to Jen Assa-Kass ‘91). Preceding my short ca-
reer as a political intern, I had 

done well in my PL classes, yet 
I was uncertain of my political 

instinct. Last summer, I learned 
so much about campaigns and 

even more about myself. To 
the person who’ll write my 
biography in thirty years, the 

summer of 2021 was a defining 
moment for me; that’s when I 

got the political self-confidence 
boost that I needed. I am confident that there is a place 

for me out there, in the world of politics; I just have to 
find it. (Please, if you have any suggestions as to where, 

you can find me someplace in Ladd with my head buried 

in a book). 

I study political science because I am a hopeless roman-
tic. Because I believe that in the best of hands, govern-

ment can be an institution of good. From paving side-
walks to protecting water sources, from (not) arming 

school guards to mandating masks, local government di-
rectly affects each of us. How honored I am to have 

played a role. 
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FRIENDS: REAL AND ARTIFICIAL  
IZZY KROEGER ‘24 

 This semester, myself and three other 

students have met every Friday with Professor 

Flagg Taylor to discuss Kazuo Ishiguro’s newest 

novel, Klara and the Sun. Klara is a form of Artifi-

cial Intelligence called an Artificial Friend who is 

purchased by a girl named Josie and her mother. 

Josie is a “lifted” child, which gives her access to 

many benefits in life such as higher-quality teach-

ers, but may also stunt her socially in some ways. 

She is also sick with a mysterious and potentially 

terminal illness. As Klara gets to know Josie and 

her mother better, she tries to help Josie navigate 

friends, family, and her illness, while also devising 

a secret plan to save Josie’s life. Klara is surprising 

in her ability to understand humans, but also in 

her naiveté about some fundamental aspects of 

life. 

 Each week, we read about 50 pages of 

the novel before our meetings. We meet out-

side of Case Center, enjoying the sunshine and 

dodging the bees, and we ask each other ques-

tions and debate whatever answers are given. 

Why do people in Ishiguro’s imagined society 

need Artificial Friends? Where does Josie’s 

illness come from? Does Klara really know how 

to save Josie? We also bring up the more fun-

damental philosophical questions which the 

novel brings to mind. When Artificial Intelli-

gence can feel human emotions, where do we 

draw the line between artificial life and human 

life? Do adults always have the right answers, 

especially when a loved one is on the line? 

Does zoom school impede social development? 

THE THREE BODY PROBLEM: A NOVEL AT THE SCALE OF THE UNIVERSE  

EVAN HOLLAND-SHEPLER 

Have you ever wondered how a textbook from 

the year 3000 would read? Would you be able to 

place yourself among the early pages: to learn 

how your vote, choice to recycle, or even 

miniscule interactions between family members 

carved a path that billions of others would stroll 

down? Cixin Liu’s best-selling novel Three Body 

Problem has you pondering these questions using 

an all-to-popular motif: an impending alien inva-

sion. 

The novel switches perspective between chap-

ters, but predominantly features Ye Wenjie; a 

Chinese astrophysicist who harbors a deeply 

cynical view of humanity. From behind her eyes 

the reader lives through traumatizing events dur-

ing the Cultural Revolution, and other inflection points dur-

ing her life. But the novel fixates on Ye unlike any other with 

purpose because sometime during Ye’s storied 

life, she makes the most important decision in 

human history. 

Three Body Problem - as the first book in the 

Remembrance of Earth's Past trilogy - chronicles 

the 

beginning decades of humanity's greatest chal-

lenge. It became known in the early 2010s that 

an alien fleet dispatched from a ‘nearby’ planet 

4.2 light years away will arrive in our solar sys-

tem in 450 years. The novel wrestles with indi-

vidual decision making that molds national re-

sponses, while investigating supranational organi-

zations that would indubitably be created as 

humanity is forced to grapple with its first real existential 

threat. Altogether Three Body Problem, as an introduction 

to a fantastically rich sci-fi trilogy, brilliantly creates an en-

chanting alternate history at the scale of the universe. 
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NEW YORK POLITICS AND LAW Megan Schachter ‘17 

After graduating in 2017, I worked for the (now former) New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo as his Special Assistant for 

Briefing. I created and delivered the governor’s briefing materials, including his daily briefing book. It was incredibly demanding 

and stressful but a great introduction to New York politics and convinced me to attend law school. I am now in my third (and 

last) year at Case Western in Cleveland, Ohio. I will spend my last semester clerking at the Public Defender Service for the Dis-

trict of Columbia. After graduating and taking the bar, I’ll spend a year clerking for Judge Michael Newman in the U.S. Distr ict 

Court for the Southern District of Ohio. I happily think back to my time at Skidmore and, particularly, the PL community. Missing 

you all and wishing you well!  

FROM MOTIVATION TO MOTIVOTION 

From just outside Boston in Campton, Massachusetts, Rachel Konowitz ‘11 started at Skidmore knowing that she wanted to do 

something in politics but not knowing what. She did what many students in her situation would do: Rachel majored in political sci-

ence (government). In college she was active in Habitat for Humanity, enjoyed spending time by Haupt Pond, and took advantage 

of the dining hall’s all-you-can-eat ice cream and rice crispy cereal. Off campus, Rachel’s favorite food was Putnam Market’s 

“Catharine” sandwich. While the dining hall has always been “dhall” (to both us cur-

rent students and Rachel), what we know as “JoTo,” she called “Tower.”  

Rachel is the co-founder and chief operating officer of Motivote, a platform that works 

with campaigns, causes, and companies to make voting easier by realigning incentives 

and lowering behavioral barriers. For each election (local and national), there are many 

eligible Americans who would like to vote, and for some reason(s), they do not. Using 

the science of behavioral economics, Motivote motivates them to follow-through, 

from informing them of Election Day to finally casting a ballot and everything in be-

tween. As COO of her 2018 startup, Rachel does a little of everything. She most en-

joys working with her clients to figure out how they can accomplish their goals.   

I had the pleasure of speaking with Rachel about her time at Skidmore and her journey 

navigating the post-Skidmore world of politics. 

After graduation, Rachel had a short career as an organizer for various civic and advocacy organizations. These experiences helped 

her realize that she “really liked working on the issues that [she] cared about,” but that she did not want to be “pigeonholed” into 

working on the ground for the rest of her life. And so, Rachel went in another direction. 

To learn some new skills, she attended the NYU Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service in 2018 and earned an MPA. 

For her capstone, Rachel and her classmates had to make a business case for a pressing social problem. They chose voting, and 

Motivote was born. 

“Find something that you’re passionate about; that you care about,” said Rachel. “Don't be afraid to make a change and do some-

thing else, if you can.”  

I do not know what I want to be when I grow up. Last month, my advisor asked me where I saw myself in ten years, and the only 

honest response I could give was that I wanted my face to look exactly the same; that I didn’t want to age. That was all I knew; 

that’s all of which I am still certain. Rachel’s story gives me hope that I will figure it out. That I can graduate not knowing exactly 

what I want to do, and that that can be okay... like actually okay. 

At Skidmore, Rachel was like most of us PL students. And if we work hard and go with our gut, we could be like her post-

Skidmore, doing something that we love and doing it for the greater good.   

by Sydney Kass ‘23 

ALUMNI UPDATES 

Rachel is second from left 
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        I graduated from Skidmore College last May with a degree in Political Science. 

Graduating was both exciting and scary—both a rude awakening that I was now an adult in the real world, and 

also an exciting transition to independence and responsibility. Part of the reason I felt ready to leave Skidmore 

and embark on this next chapter was because of my new job, working as a Program Assistant at the Friends 

Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), a Quaker lobby in the public interest on Capitol Hill. 

 

  I started my job at the end of August, and now, two months in, I am adjusting to life at a nonprofit on the Hill and loving it. I am 

grateful for my professors and classes at Skidmore and how much this department did for me, and I want to offer opportunities to 

current students who might be interested in following a similar path. 

 

            FCNL has four programs geared towards young adults, all of which are great opportunities for 

Skidmore political science majors! I work in one of the three paid opportunities: the Program Assis-

tant year. This is an eleven-month program for recent college graduates to move to DC and work 

on Capitol Hill on a specific legislative and/or social issue, learning how to lobby Congress, successfully 

engage in outreach to a broad network, and assist with all aspects of running this non-profit organiza-

tion. Another paid opportunity is the summer internship, which is a three-month program that 

functions as a shorter equivalent of the program assistant year; interns focus on a single issue and as-

sist with the functioning of the organization. The third paid opportunity is the advocacy corps, a ten-

month program for young adults to organize locally within their own communities on a single issue, 

such as climate change or justice reform. These three programs are all incredible opportunities for 

current college students and recent graduates to dive into the world of advocacy and social justice 

professionally. 

 

            Each year in March year Spring Lobby Weekend occurs. For this event, hundreds of young adults converge on Wash-

ington to get training on how to lobby, learn the legislative details of a certain issue, and then head to Capitol Hill to lobby their 

Congressional representatives. March 2022 we will lobby on immigration and refugee policy! 

 

            I attended a Spring Lobby Weekend in 2016 and immediately knew that this organization was where I wanted to channel 

my passions for advocacy, politics, and social justice. FCNL is the reason I majored in Political Science at Skidmore. These four 

programs are all incredible opportunities for college students to get involved, and I cannot recommend them highly enough! With 

any questions about any of these programs, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me—I’d love to discuss any of the four, the work 

we do at FCNL, or working at a nonprofit after graduating from Skidmore. I hope to hear from you! 

Emma Hulbert ‘21  

WORK FOR A PROGRESSIVE LOBBYING ORGANIZATION  

LAPTOP STICKERS OF POLI SCI 
Throughout my time in political science clas-

ses, I have noticed beautiful collages on the 

backs of laptops, representing the individual 

interests and experiences of our majors and 

minors.  As beautifully put by Professor 

Graney, "I feel like laptop stickers are the 

new version of locker decorating."  I wanted 

to collect some of these collages to celebrate 

the ways in which we political science stu-

dents express ourselves--both politically and 

in our other passions.  I love that each of 

these laptops have political elements, but 

their overall identities are not defined politi-

cally, but rather by being a jumble of different 

expressions of joy.  Abby Ciccarone ‘22 

https://www.fcnl.org/
https://www.fcnl.org/
https://www.fcnl.org/act/young-adult-advocates/young-fellows-program
https://www.fcnl.org/act/young-adult-advocates/young-fellows-program
https://www.fcnl.org/act/young-adult-advocates/summer-internship
https://www.fcnl.org/act/young-adult-advocates/advocacy-corps
https://www.fcnl.org/events/spring-lobby-weekend-2022
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PL 251B: International Relations of the Global South      Emmanuel Balogun 3 credits 
What is the meaning of sovereignty to those who have experienced colonialism and imperialism? How are the dichotomies of 
war/peace and failed state/good governance gendered and racialized? This course examines the question of what an IR rooted 
in the experiences of the global South and the non-West might actually look like. This course critically evaluates the develop-
ment of International Relations and its Western-centric theories and explores alternative origins of the discipline and its views 
on the state, security, cooperation, and development that do not have their roots in the West or the North. Students will exam-
ine how the global South’s encounter with the “international” has been mediated by its invisibility within dominant, universaliz-
ing narratives and practices of the West and how to conceive of an IR that challenges and engages perspectives from the global 
South with mainstream perspectives. Emmanuel Balogun 3 credits 

 
PL 351A- The Politics of Dystopia         Flagg Taylor  3 credits 
This course is devoted to a close study of portraits of tyranny and unfreedom in twentieth century literature. The totalitarian 
experiments of the twentieth century, combined with dramatic advances in technology, seemed to spawn new thinking about 
what shape future tyrannies might take. Would future political and social experiments bring about dystopian results due to 
their perverse or merely unrealistic ambitions? Or might our technological capacities allow such political engineers to succeed 
all too well? Does human nature place limits on what political and social reformers can accomplish? Or might it now be possible 
to transform and shape human nature itself such that the political and social orders of the future will be entirely and dramati-
cally new? We will examine these and related questions by reading authors such as Yevgeny Zemyatin, George Orwell, Arthur 
Koestler, Aldous Huxley, C. S. Lewis, and Kazuo Ishiguro.  
 
PL 366:  United States Foreign Policy       Yelena Biberman Ocakli 4 credits 
This course examines the sources and consequences of U.S. foreign policy. How does the United States engage with other coun-
tries and foreign nonstate actors? What are the conditions under which foreign policy objectives are defined, transformed into 
policy, and implemented in a volatile global context? We will analyze the variety of roles the United States has played historical-
ly, and continues to play, in the international arena. Students will examine pressing international issues such as alliances, war, 
climate change, human rights, and illicit markets.  

POLITICAL SCIENCE TOPICS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS SPRING 2022 

OCTOBER 23RD WAS A BUSY DAY!  
 

 

Prof Graney organized a 

field trip to the Museum 

of Russian Icons in MA 

while Prof Turner took his 

class to a Democratic 

Campaign event his photo 

opp includes Representa-

tive Paul Tonko  
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SPRING 2022 — WHAT COUNTS FOR WHAT? 

  
AMERICAN 

POLITICS 

POLITICAL  

THEORY 

INTERNATIONAL  

RELATIONS 

COMPARATIVE  

POLITICS 

  
231: Environmental Politics 

and Policy   BT 

341: The French Liberal 

Tradition   FT 

366: U.S. Foreign Policy   YBO 233:  Political Islam   FO 

  

302: Experiments in Political 

Science   CM 

351A:  The Politics of Dys-

topia   FT 

251B: Politics of the Global 

South   EB 

327:  Politics in Russia and the 

Soviet Successor States   KG 

  314: Civil Liberties   BB       

  
362: Politics of Congress   RS       

  

  

PL 202: Introduction to Political Research counts for the QR2 general education requirement 

 though it does not fall into a PL subdiscipline 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

PL-101 001 Intro to American Politics Seyb, Ronald T R 11:10 AM-12:30   

PL-101 002 Intro to American Politics Turner, Robert T R 12:40 PM-02:00   

PL-102 001 Intro Political Philosophy Taylor, Flagg T R 08:10 AM-09:30   

PL-103 001 Intro Comp/Intnl Politics Balogun, Emmanuel T R 11:10 AM-12:30   

PL-103 002 Intro Comp/Intnl Politics Biberman-Ocakli, Yelena MW 

WF 

 12:20 PM-01:15 
  

PL-202 001 Intro to Political Research Mann, Christopher T R 09:40 AM-11:00   

PL-231 001 Environ Politics and Pol Turner, Robert T R 02:10 PM-03:30   

PL-233 001 Political Islam Ocakli, Feryaz T R 09:40 AM-11:00   

PL-251B 001 Intl Relations of Global South Balogun, Emmanuel T R 03:40 PM-05:00   

PL-302 001 Experiments in Pol. Sci Mann, Christopher T R 11:10 AM-12:30   

PL-314 001 Civil Liberties Breslin, Beau W F 08:40 AM-10:00   

PL-327 001 Pol in Rus and Soc Succ St Graney, Katherine M 12:20 PM-01:15   

   W F 12:20 PM-01:40   

PL-341 001 French Liberal Tradition Taylor, Flagg T R 02:10 PM-03:30   

PL-351A 001 The Politics of Dystopia Taylor, Flagg M 06:00 PM-09:00   

 
PL 362 001 Politics of Congress Seyb, Ronald Intro to American Politics Seyb, Ronald W 07:00 PM-08:00   

   T R 12:40 PM-02:00   

PL-366 001 US Foreign Policy Biberman-Ocakli, Yelena M W 02:30 PM-03:50 

  

SPRING 2022 POLITICAL SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS  


