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Dear Students, 

 It is for me a great pleasure to be able to communicate with you through this introductory note to the Government Depart-
ment Newsletter. As you probably know, I’m temporarily replacing Dr. Ginsberg as chair of the Department for a year until his return 
from sabbatical leave. Thus, if you need to discuss anything related to your major or minor in Government, obtain authorization for 
courses to be taken abroad, or any other requirement please contact me. My office is located in Ladd 319 (X5249) and my e-mail ad-
dress is avacs@skidmore.edu. Thank you. 

 These are interesting times for students of domestic and international politics, maybe in the sense meant by the fake 
“Chinese curse” that wishes that our opponent may live in interesting times. On one hand, the domestic political situation has become 
more conflictive as the November 2014 mid-term elections approach and control over the Senate and the House remains in dispute. 
Domestic issues such as economic policies, role of the state, health care, religion-state relations, voter identification, reproductive 
rights, gun control, and welfare policies are only some of the topics that have generated intense political confrontation, often with 
important constitutional implications. “Intermestic” issues –that is, those problems that straddle international and domestic areas– such 
as migration, economic interactions, drug traffic, treatment of prisoners of war, and more recently, the spread of Ebola are at the 
center of a number of political controversies. More traditional international problems, including among others the situation in the 
Middle East, the rise of ISIS, the continuous instability in the Persian Gulf, the African health catastrophe, the separatist tensions in 
Europe, the Russian-Ukrainian confrontation, and the slowdown in global economic recovery continue to challenge the capacity of the 
U.S. and other state and non-state actors to find effective solutions. In this complicated context, the study of political science provides 
the knowledge and the instruments adequate to understand what is happening in the world in which we live and to decide what policy 
approach could provide a better solution to these problems, while making a well-thought commitment to engage in activities aimed to 
solve them. 

 The Department of Government, through its students and faculty has been very much involved in addressing all these issues 
through the organization and sponsoring of presentations and debates, participation in conferences, offering of courses on related top-
ics, creation of volunteer action committees, and participation in different non governmental organization devoted to important politi-
cal and humanitarian causes. As mentioned in the following articles in this newsletter, Ben Hinks ‘15 and Prof. Biberman-Ocakli, to-
gether with other students and faculty, organized the Kashmir Flood Volunteer Action Committee” to raise funds to help the Kashmiri 
flood victims.  James Rider ‘16 participated in the Project Vote Smart aimed to improve democracy by promoting better informed and 
active citizens. Cheyanne Reisner ‘15 participated as an intern in the activities of the Women’s Institute of Freedom of Press that pro-
motes the analysis and presentation in the press of women’s issues from a Feminist perspective. Elena Veatch ’16 spent the Summer in 
a congressional internship with Sen. Gillibrand studying Latino and housing issues and Addison Bennett ‘15 did an internship in Wash-
ington, DC, with Rep. Tonko while Will Clark ‘16 after returning from Shanghai is interning for a member of the Scottish Parliament 
and Catherine King ‘15 interned for one of the political parties in the German parliament. As is mentioned in the following pages, 
many other students were involved in political and academic activities of great relevance during the Summer and continue to be en-
gaged throughout this term. In the near future two of our students, Julie Jursik and Dan Miller, will be participating in the 66th Annual 
Student Conference on U.S. Affairs at West Point devoted this time to issue of crisis management. Finally, in March 2015, the Depart-
ment will be hosting the EUROSIM Conference devoted to the issue of cyber security policy in the European Union. 
  The Department, on its part, has sponsored a number of lectures and presentations by guest scholars on political topics. 
James Stoner, professor at Louisiana State University, delivered the Constitution Day Lecture on the relationship between the written 
Constitution and the unwritten tradition of common law. The Greenberg-Scholar-In-Residence, Avi Rubin, offered a number of 
presentations on topics related to the Middle East, particularly concerning the legacy of the Ottoman empire legislation in the region. 
Steve Wasby delivered a talk on the topic of “The Courts Nobody Knows: The U.S. Courts of Appeals” and met with students interest-
ed in pursuing a career in Law. In early October, Francis Fukuyama, met with Government department students to discuss his new 
book Political Order and Political Decay. The Department sponsored a trip to the Clark Art Gallery in Massachusetts to admire an exhibit 
that included the Magna Carta, U.S. Constitution and U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In the coming days, two Skid-
more alumni, Wisam Khaleefah and Joseph ben Kaifala, will be delivering the views from Iraq and Sierra Leone on ISIS’ activities  and 
the Ebola epidemic.   

Also in the next few weeks, Susan Scarrow will speak to Prof. Seyb’s class on campaigns and elections and deliver an open public lec-
ture on campaign finance and inequality while Oleg Riabov, from the University of Ivanova (Russia) and Visit-
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ing Fulbright Scholar at UVM will discuss “Remasculinization and 
Anti-Americanism in Contemporary Russia”. On November 20, 
Michael Davis, Prof of Philosophy at Sarah Lawrence Collegewill 
give a presentation, sponsored by the Franklin Forum and the Alex-
ander Hamilton Institute forthe study of Western Civilization on the 
Aristotelian topic of “The Friend is Another Self”. 

 The Department is happy to welcome this Fall Prof. Alex 
Duff, specialist in political philosophy who will be teaching some of 
the departmental courses in political theory while working in the 
preparation of a book and articles on Heidegger and politics. Mean-
while, members of the Department, faculty and students alike, have 
embarked in the search for a candidate to occupy a tenure track, 
assistant professor position in American Government and Politics 
with a specialization in political behavior starting in the Fall 2015. 
The rest of the Faculty, as you can see in the following pages, has 
been involved in a number of activities, both academic and extra-
academic. Prof. Biberman-Ocakli besides teaching her classes and 
organizing the Kashmir flood relief initiative, is working on a book 
manuscript, completed a number of papers and participated in sev-
eral academic conferences. Prof. Ginsberg is enjoying his sabbatical 
leave while doing field research in different European countries and 
working in the completion of an updated version of his book on the 
European Union. Prof. Graney has become director of Gender Stud-
ies, continues to teach her courses, and is completing her book on 
Soviet-European relations. Prof. Knowles teaches her courses on 
constitutional issues and is completing her book on Supreme Court 
jurisprudence concerning free speech. Prof. Ocakli is teaching his 
courses on different aspects of the Middle East politics while contin-
uing to work on his manuscript on Islamic political movements and 
planning his sabbatical research on the impact of Ottoman legislation 
in the Middle East. Prof. Seyb has returned from his sabbatical leave 
to teach his courses on American politics while completing his re-
search on Walter Lippman and preparing it for publication. Prof. F. 
Taylor has just published a book on totalitarianism and the screen 
focused on the film The Lives of Others. Prof. N. Taylor is on sabbati-
cal, having completed an essay on Mad Men and politics and working 
now on a book on Clover Adams and democracy. Prof. Turner has 
become chair of the Environmental Studies program while continu-
ing to teach his classes at the Department and working on an analysis 
of states’ policies toward immigrants. 

 Finally, I would like to thank Barbara McDonough and the 
Government Department assistants for all their efforts in making it 
possible for the Department to work so efficiently and to produce 
this newsletter. To all the newsletter collaborators that contributed 
their time and energy to produce it, many thanks on my part and the 
rest of the Department. 

 

Cordially, 
Aldo Vacs 
Professor and Chair, Government Department 

Elena Veatch ’16  
Professor Biberman-Ocakli participated in the annual Amer-

ican Political Science Association conference in Washington, 

D.C. before classes started, where she presented her work on 

counterinsurgency. She also gave an invited talk at the Na-

tional Ground Intelligence Center. Since the semester’s onset, 

she has presented her paper, entitled “How We Know What 

We Know about Pakistan: New York Times News Production, 

1954-1971,” at the Annual Conference on South Asia, where 

her work was also selected for discussion at an interdiscipli-

nary workshop on preparing a book manuscript. Professor 

Biberman-Ocakli is working on several research projects as 

well. First, she is completing a book, entitled Gambling with 

Violence: When States Create Death Squads and Self-Defense 

Militias. In addition, she is co-authoring a paper entitled 

“Violence or Welfare? Explaining Militias’ (Mis)Treatment of 

Civilians.” Along with her colleague, Megan Turnbull, she is 

comparing militia-provided welfare in Nigeria and Pakistan. 

Professor Biberman-Ocakli has had the pleasure of working 

with a Skidmore student, Mende Yangden, who has been do-

ing an outstanding job assisting her research on the Pakistani 

militias. Additionally, she is currently preparing a research 

brief for the Atlantic Council, entitled “Reimagining Paki-

stan’s Security Policy.” Furthermore, she has had the honor of 

being selected to serve as a Fellow of the Atlantic Council US

-Pakistan Exchange Program. The fellowship serves the great-

er program goal of “combating the transactional mentality in 

the current approach to US-Pakistan relations, encouraging 

greater mutual understanding to allow a positive bilateral rela-

tionship, and developing a new group of intellectual leaders 

invested in Pakistan.” She is planning to travel to Pakistan 

during the winter break. In addition to giving invited talks at 

various institutions, such as the National Police Academy and 

the Sustainable Development Policy Institute in Islamabad, 

Professor Biberman-Ocakli will be collaborating with Paki-

stani colleagues on multiple research projects. The topics 

range from religion on television to  the history of nonviolent 

resistance in Pakistan. Finally, she is working with Skidmore 

students, led by Ben Hinks, on the Kashmir Flood Volunteer 

Action Committee. She has been so impressed and inspired by 

the students’ empathy and passion for helping those in need 

halfway across the world, as well as their remarkable organi-

zational skills and ability to get things done!   

Professor Duff is enjoying his first semester at Skidmore as a 

visiting professor. In 2015, the Cambridge University Press 

will publish his book, Heidegger and Politics: The Ontology 

of Radical Discontent. He also has an article, “A Good 

Heideggerian Never Says He’s Sorry,” coming out next week 

in the Los Angeles Review of Books. 

Professor Ginsberg is on sabbatical working on a new edi-

tion of his textbook on the European Union. In October, he 

observed first-hand the run-up to, holding of, and aftermath of   

the Scottish referendum on independence.   

Continued from page 1 
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He then scoured special exhibits of art and artifacts related to 

Charlemagne’s  life in Aachen, Germany on the occasion of the 

1200th anniversary of his death. Next, he will depart for Portu-

gal, Spain, and France -- to Portugal to examine the country's 

efforts to dig out of debt and rekindle economic growth; to Spain 

to study the independence movement in Catalonia; and to France 

to observe the commemorations with regard to the 100th anni-

versary of the outbreak of World War I. In addition, Palgrave 

Macmillan published the second edition of THE EUROPEAN 

UNION IN GLOBAL SECURITY: THE POLITICS OF IM-

PACT in September (coauthored with Susan Penksa). 

Professor Graney is finishing up the manuscript of her book on 

European-Soviet relations. This semester, she coordinated a 

wonderful field trip to the Clark Art Gallery in Massachusetts to 

view one of the four surviving copies of the Magna Carta along-

side copies of the Declaration of Independence, the US Constitu-

tion, and other famous documents. Professor Graney currently 

serves as the faculty advisor to Skidmore’s Model EU group as 

well. 

Professor Knowles is co-editing a 

book that will explore the First 

Amendment free speech jurispru-

dence of nine selected Supreme 

Court justices from the early twenti-

eth century through today. Judging 

Free Speech will thus look at the 

development of judicial philoso-

phies over time, providing analyses 

of different justices’ opinions across 

time through a qualitative, historical 

approach geared toward undergrad-

uate students. Her own chapter fo-

cuses on Justice Anthony Kenne-

dy’s libertarian outlook on freedom 

of speech. The manuscript will be 

finished by the end of December. In 

addition, Professor Knowles recent-

ly attended the New England His-

torical Association’s spring confer-

ence, where she presented a chapter 

from her book concerning abolition-

ist interpretations of the Constitution. She is hoping to present 

that same work in Manchester in the near future. In November, 

Professor Knowles will go on to present another paper at the 

Northeastern Political Science Association’s annual meeting in 

Boston. 

Professor Ocakli spent time doing fieldwork in Turkey over the 

summer on the recent transformations in the Islamic movement 

in order to update his book manuscript. He recently wrote a pa-

per on colonialism and legal institution building in the Middle 

East as well, and presented it at a conference last spring. Cur 

rently, he is working on an article with a former student on the 

link between oil and insurgency movements. 

Professor Seyb has an article coming out in the July 2015 issue 

of Journalism History under the title “What Walter 

Saw:  Walter Lippmann, The New York World, and Scientific 

Advocacy as an Alternative to the News-Opinion Dichoto-

my."  He also has another article on Lippmann that at the mo-

ment resides, in his words, in journal review purgatory. Outside 

of his work, Professor Seyb ventured into the wild a few months 

back, hiking in Alaska alongside his wife, Grace, and all the 

bears one could ever hope to encounter whilst outdoors. 
 

Professor Flagg Taylor had a book come out in June entitled 

Totalitarianism on Screen: The Art and Politics of The Lives of 

Others. The work details the nature of East Germany’s totalitar-

ian government through scholarly interpretations of the 2006 

film The Lives of Others. The film looks at the repressive intel-

ligence agency, the Stasi, allowing Professor Taylor’s book to 

address the highly relevant topic of government surveillance. 
 

Professor Natalie Taylor is currently on sabbatical. She just 

completed an essay titled, “‘You Can’t Be a Man. So, Don’t 

Even Try’: Femininity & Feminism in Mad Men,” which will 

be in a volume of essays called Mad Men and Politics: Nostal-

gia and the ReMaking of Modern America.  It will be published 

in March 2015. She is also working on a book project, Portrait 

of Democracy: Clover Adams and the American Woman. Clo-

ver Adams is believed to have inspired characters in the novels 

of both Henry Adams and Henry James. Professor Taylor ar-

gues that the female characters of Adams and James inspired by 

Clover are uniquely emblematic of American democracy. 
 

Regrettably Professor Bob Turner’s summer research plans 

were shattered along with his left wrist by a mountain biking 

accident behind the stables.  While currently bogged down with 

two searches and chairing the Environmental Studies program, 

he is relying on his Immigration Politics and Policy class to 

start preliminary research on a longitudinal analysis of state 

policies towards immigrants, and he appreciates the students 

who purchased his Chance the Rapper tickets.  
 

Professor Vacs is currently working on an article on the devel-

opment of relations between Latin America and extra-

hemispheric actors (i.e., EU, China, Russia). Another one in the 

works focuses on the recent evolution of US-Latin American 

relations under Obama. Besides that, he has become the tempo-

rary Chair of the Department, replacing Professor Ginsberg 

during his sabbatical. During the summer, aside from reading a 

lot of books that he collected during the rest of the year, Profes-

sor Vacs travelled for two weeks to Israel and had the luck of 

returning a few days before the Gaza crisis. Currently, he is 

planning a trip to Peru and Ecuador (including the Galapagos 

Islands) for December-January, during the vacation. Part of the 

trip will be to visit his daughter, Deborah, who is working as a 

water engineer for the Peace Corps in Northern Peru. 

Prof Knowles with Joan Dolan, the 
great-granddaughter of Joel 
Tiffany, the subject of the paper 
she presented in NH. 
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had been moved into a 200-level political theory class, which seemed like a very high-level thing at the time. They showed 
me the first book they were reading, the title of which struck me as utterly foreign and unpronounceable: Nicomachean 
Ethics by Aristotle. The sentences on the first page followed incomprehensibly one after the other. This was mystifying! I 
took a number of courses as an undergrad that explored these interests—philosophy, history, literature, music—and they 
eventually coalesced into the study of political philosophy. During my junior year, I studied in England and spent some time 
with Canadian diplomats in London. When I returned to Canada, I knew I wanted either to keep studying political philoso-
phy or else work for the foreign service. Knowing that I still had more to learn, I wagered that a Master’s degree wouldn’t 
cut off either option. Well, those studies just whetted my appetite, and I’ve kept at this pursuit ever since. 

 In my teaching I like to weave together the biggest and most important philosophic themes—the meaning of Being, 
disputes about ontology and psychology—with the most hard-headed, practical political questions—how to keep from be-
ing ruled by a tyrant, how to keep your country “strong and free”—with the expectation that serious reflection on these 
questions should change your very soul: your finest loves and most hidden fears. Profound reflections on these themes can 
emerge in sometimes the most unexpected places: opera, drama, dialogues, treatises, novels. I want students to take my 
courses who are interested in more than narrow careerism or ideological hatchet-sharpening, who feel their time at college 
is meant to prepare them for fuller and deeper expressions of themselves as human beings. I want students who have the 
courage, fortitude, and humility to subject their own unthinking prejudices and biases to the scrutiny of the best minds to 
which we have access. The voyage proposed will be tough; I only promise you won’t be alone. The terms are only slightly 
better than those offered by Shackleton (Google it if necessary): “wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, 
long hours of complete darkness. Safe return doubtful. Honour and recognition in event of success.” 

BEHIND THE PH.D. WITH PROFESSOR ALEX DUFF 

 Thank you to the following students who have contributed  

to this edition of the newsletter 

 
Jonathan Awad, Matt Barnes, Addison Bennett, Matt Bristol, Will Clark, Jesse Evensky,  

Connor Grant-Knight, Ben Hinks, Marcella Jewel, Hulwa Khaleel, Catherine King,  

Cara Kraus-Perrotta, Jacob Lester, Andrew Lowy, Matt Marani, Dan Miller, Maddy Morency,  

Ben Polsky, Cheyane Reisner, James Rider, Jesse Ritner, Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman, Andy Shi,  

Jimmy Stanitz, Elena Veatch, Eleanor Wood, Heather Zhang 

I came to the study of politics from my interest in the great 
books and the questions they raise—urgent, timeless, and 
therefore utterly contemporary—about human life. Where 
better to see these questions and the various human answers 
to them play out than in the field of war and peace, justice 
and injustice? If good things are pleasant, then why do I so 
admire noble self-sacrifice? Why does injustice made us an-
gry? What makes you blush? Why do the same qualities that 
preserve and sustain free governments in times of trial—the 
desire for prestige and honor—also inspire the nastiest tyran-
nies? My interest in political philosophy dates from the earli-
est days of my undergraduate education. I remember a few of 
my classmates, thanks to some sort of bureaucratic snafu,  
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The idea for this article was conceived after Hulwa visited Professor Vacs for office hours and saw that Curious, his canine 

friend, was with him.  During that visit Hulwa mentioned the ban of dogs in her country and Prof Vacs thought it would be 
interesting for Hulwa to share her experiences. 

  The first time I ever saw a dog I was thirteen years old. I was on a Girl 
Guide jamboree in Thailand, and we were visiting a temple. The dog was a stray that 
the monks kept around and took care of. What probably was just an extremely friendly 
dog begging for some love seemed to me one of the scariest things I had ever encoun-
tered. I remember being terrified of its wagging tail, its excited bark, and its drooling 
mouth. I remember screaming as it chased me round and 
round a tree on the temple grounds. I remember being 
annoyed at the monk who finally saved me, for 
taking his time.  The fear (and annoy-
ance) was not completely unfounded. I am 
from the Maldives, an archipelago off the South 
West coast of In- dia, with a population of around 
300,000 people and zero dogs. The reason for our 
extreme lack of ca- nines is two-fold: 1. The Maldives 
never had any dogs to begin with (our biggest land animals 
are cats and roosters), and 2. Our religious interpretations (as a nation) do not permit us 
to have dogs. In other words: dogs are illegal. Since the time of the Arab travelers who 

stopped by the Maldives for coir and coconuts, we have been an Islamic nation. To be Maldivian is to be Muslim. No 
other religion is practiced or tolerated among locals in the Maldives. Within these parameters, Maldivians are further 
restricted as they can only practice as Sunni Muslims. In a small population it is easy to set and enforce communal inter-

pretations of Islam. 
We are taught in Islam 
class, which is manda-
tory through every 
year of schooling, that 
dog saliva is unclean 
and that we must 
a v o i d  i t .  
 

We are also taught how to properly cleanse ourselves if we accidentally touch a dog (wash our hands seven times, at 
least once with soap). This sort of education of every Maldivian mind, coupled with the fact that dogs do not naturally 
occur in the Maldives, led to us as a society believing that dogs are unclean and we must not interact with them.    

 It was with this belief that at sixteen years old, I first moved away from home to Canada for boarding school. 
Our campus had five dogs that lived with us, and for the first time I was interacting with dogs on a daily basis. That was 
the beginning of when I started to see why they were often described as ‘human’s best friend.’ This was also the time 
when I started to fall in love with dogs. Today, I can hardly believe that laws banning dogs can even exist. While I still 
consider myself part of the Maldivian community, I have come to question whether there is legitimacy in this particular 
cultural belief and law. For now, my love for dogs will remain one of my best-kept secrets from family and friends in 
the Maldives (unless this article goes viral #yolo). 

DID YOU KNOW?  

Hulwa Khaleel ‘16 

“Today, I can 

hardly believe 

that laws banning 

dogs can even 

exist” 

ILLEGAL ITEMS FOR IMPORT: DOGS 

Figure 1: Retrieved from the Maldives' Customs website. This is found under 'Restricted Items' 
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CONSTITUTION  DAY  LECTURE  

Matt Barnes ‘15 

 On Tuesday, September 17, the department kicked off yet another year of 

engaging speaker events with a lecture by James R. Stoner, Professor of Political Sci-

ence at Louisiana State University. A longtime contributor to constitutional scholarship, 

Stoner demonstrated his exceptional familiarity with the document and its historical 

context in a talk titled “The Written Constitution and The Unwritten Tradition of Com-

mon Law.” Held in the Pohndorff Room of the library and co-sponsored by the Govern-

ment Department and Alexander Hamilton Institute for the Study of Western Civiliza-

tion, the audience received an accessible analysis of the Constitution’s relation to the 

English common-law heritage.  

 Broken into three segments, Stoner began by attempting to contextualize our 

Constitution within the deep and occasionally conflicting historical traditions of written 

and unwritten law. While some would argue that the Founders’ decision to create the document we now know as 

the Constitution is itself proof of their rejection of the “unwritten” or common-law tradition, Stoner argued the op-

posite. Instead, he insisted they made clear their presumption that while carefully enumerated rights and proce-

dures were well and good, they fully expected the consensus estab-

lished by common-law to act as an equally binding and precedential 

force. To support his claim he went on to provide several examples, the 

most compelling of which was his point that in the 9th amendment’s 

encapsulation of enumerated and unenumerated rights, there exists a 

logic built upon common-law. Without the presumption that common-

law would continue to bear weight in the American context, the “other” 

rights mentioned would be an irrelevant and meaningless considera-

tion.  

To bring his argument into our contemporary constitutional debates, 

Stoner argued that the two major opposing schools of constitutional 

thought, originalism and living-constitutionalism, both pay too little at-

tention to the common-law tradition. Originalism must come to terms with the parallel tradition of “unwrittenness” 

by granting the manifold nature of language, and concede the highly difficult task of both accurately and narrowly 

construing the Constitution. In turn, living-constitutionalism must accept that in point of fact, our founding docu-

ment did not emerge from and does not continue to exist in a vacuum, and limits should thus be applied in the 

interpretation of it. His arguments served as a worthy reminder that both philosophies have ignored an important 

and substantive dimension to the debate, one that could impact them in equal measure if applied faithfully.  

 As a conclusion, Stoner gave a limited number of remarks on the more practical implications of his argu-

ment for a more intentional and articulated acceptance of common-law’s place in American history. Firstly, that 

the scholarly community and even greater society would have less pronounced reservations towards tradition 

were we to depart from our typical conception of the practice as mere prejudice, and instead recognize the im-

portant function tradition serves in common-law. And secondly, that while the legal and political science profes-

sions often prefer to develop comprehensive systems entirely in the abstract and only then recommend their 

implementation, common-law affords a more careful and concrete evolutionary process that proceeds on a step-

by-step basis. 

 Following his lecture, a handful of students and several professors moved to The Surrey alongside Pro-

fessor Stoner to continue the discussion. All told it was a robustly engaging evening, and one that undeniably 

emanated later into the night.  
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On Saturday September 27, several intrepid students joined Prof. Vacs, the Professors Taylor, and Professor Graney (plus 

assorted adorable professor offspring) for a truly memorable field trip to the Clark Art Gallery in Williamstown, Massachu-
setts. The occasion was a viewing of the exhibit “Radical Words: From Magna Carta to the Declaration of Human Rights,” 
which included a rare ORIGINAL 13th century copy of the Magna Carta itself, along with a 1776 printing of the Declaration 
of Human Rights, George Mason’s annotated copy of a draft of the Constitution, a 1863 first printing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, and a copy of the Seneca Falls Declaration of Rights and Sentiments that was presented by Susan B. Anthony to 
the US Congress in 1876 on the 100th anniversary of the American Declaration of Independence. The documents were quite 
interesting, and everyone enjoyed the rest of the (extensive!) Clark collections, and especially the stunning new landscaping 
and water features on the Clark’s grounds. We found a simply gorgeous spot for our picnic lunch, where we enjoyed deli-
cious food and glorious views of the Taconic foliage. Adventure also ensued — thanks to Prof. Vacs and his heretofore hidden 
MacGyver skills, a broken bus bumper was fixed in no time at all and we were whisked back to Skidmore full of history, art, 
nature, and friendship. In short, it rocked. 
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A PILGRIMAGE TO VIEW “MAGNA CARTA” 

Professor Graney  

 

If you are interested in spending a semester abroad or are already plan-

ning to be abroad in the spring you should check out the Study Abroad 

Photo Journals bulletin board to read about the amazing experiences 

that the following students have shared! 

 

Soraya Attia (Florence), Matt Barnes (Freiburg), Sara Gagnon (Madrid),  Andrew Lowy (Warsaw), Chey-

ane Reisner (Switzerland), Connor Grant-Knight (Paris), Chris Franzini (Prague and WWOOF in Tusca-

ny), Jack Mallory (Washington D.C.), Jimmy Stanitz (Copenhagen), Jesse Ritner (Vienna), Jeremy Ritter-

Wiseman (London), Noam Yossefy (India, Argentina and South Africa) 
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Jonathan Awad ’16 I'm a Government and Management and Business double major actively pursuing a career in the banking in-

dustry. I'm on the e-board of Skidmarket, Skidmore's finance club and the President of the Pre-Law Society. I try to keep up with 

working out and reading the WSJ every day, as well as relentlessly being the change I would love to see in the world.  

 

Matt Barnes ’15 I spent the summer interning at a Pacifica Radio affiliate in New York City, WBAI, where I bore witness to the 

trials and tribulations of noncommercial media. This semester I’m hosting a show on WSPN and am struggling through the thesis 

process, while looking to intern for WAMC next semester.  

 

Addison Bennett ’15 I spent the summer interning in Washington for Congressman Paul Tonko, who represents New York's 20th 

District (which includes Skidmore). I really enjoyed the first-hand experience of seeing how Congress works. This year, I am the 

SGA President, which is essentially a full-time job, but I've already found it to be a very rewarding position. 

 

Will Clark ‘16 I spent the summer working for Philips Healthcare in Shanghai and am currently interning for a Margaret McDou-

gall, a Labour Party Member of the Scottish Parliament while abroad. The Parliamentary internship program is a five week con-

densed courseload at the University of Edinburgh, followed by ten weeks interning at the Parliament. A very exciting time to be in 

the UK and a program that I recommend to all Skidmore government majors. 

 

Jesse Evensky ‘16 In my free time I really enjoy sports. I am on the soccer team and when I’m not playing on the field I like playing 

2K and Fifa on Xbox. 

 

Marcella Jewel ’15 After three years of government and computer science classes, I’ll be graduating a semester early to pursue a 

career that merges tech and humanitarianism.  I’m currently studying disaster relief in India for a class with professor Biberman-

Ocakli, working on my start up, Open Campus, and conference-hopping.  

 

Catherine King ‘15 Over the summer I interned in Berlin, Germany in the International Politics department of DIE LINKE, one of 

the political parties in the German Parliament. I translated webpages, newsletters, emails, and press releases between German and 

English, researched various topics and current events, and was able to work at and attend the Sommer Universität, an annual confer-

ence for all European Leftist Political Parties, in Werbellin, Germany.  

 

Cara Kraus-Perrotta '16 As President of Skidmore Vox: Voices for Planned Parenthood, I have been organizing events for the 

semester such as a sex trivia night and collaborations on topic of ecofeminism with Feel Good.  Vox is looking forward to hosting 

our first speaker, journalist and reproductive rights activist Sara Alcid, who will be presenting on Tuesday November 18th in Gannet 

at 7pm. 

 

Jacob Lester ‘15 I am a senior and have been a diver for the Skidmore Swimming and Diving team since my Freshman year. My 

plans post-graduation are far from set, but I am currently in the process of applying to law schools across the United States, but as of 

now my first choice for next year is to pursue a Masters in Political Science or International Relations in Europe, ideally in London 

or Paris. 

 

Andrew Lowy '15 I’ve been a part of the sailing club since my freshman year. Usually once a semester we compete against other 

schools racing 420 sailboats. When we’re not winning style points at regattas, the club sails around on Saratoga Lake. It’s definitely 

a nice way to relax after a week of classes.  

 

Matt Marani ’16 I am a junior majoring in both History and Government. When I am not studying these two majors, I enjoy read-

ing about architecture and urban planning as well as watching far too many films. On campus I am also involved in the Franklin 

Forum, which is great outlet to discuss political literature and ideologies. Over summer break I volunteered at the Saratoga Springs 

Matt Barnes ‘15 
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Preservation Foundation. In this capacity I surveyed buildings within Saratoga’s East Side Historic District regarding their conditions 

and any changes that had been made to the properties. During the last week of the internship I also led an historical and architectural 

tour of Madison and Fifth Avenues within the historical district. Currently I am studying History and Politics at the University of 

Edinburgh, and am looking forward to Spring semester at Skidmore!  

 

Maddy Morency ‘15 After spending ten ~magical~ days in Prague with Professor Graney and Professor Taylor, I travelled in Eu-

rope for the next two months. I was able to go to Cesky Krumluv in Southern Bohemia, Berlin, Brussels, Amsterdam, and Barcelona 

before concluding my time in Europe by spending three weeks working on a converted monastery in northern Belgium. It was an 

incredibly rewarding experience and I learned a lot about Belgium in particular, but was also exposed to many worldviews that I was 

otherwise unaware of. 

 

Ben Polsky ’15 This summer I had the opportunity to work with Professor Beau Breslin on his book, "The Generational Constitu-

tion: Jefferson, Madison and the Call for Periodic Constitutional Renewal." Over the course of an intensive ten-week program, a 

colleague and I researched and wrote a chapter for the book, which was a narrative of a fictional debate that might have unfolded if 

the United States had a Constitutional Convention in 1825.  

 

James Rider '16 I've been a busy bee since getting back on campus from my internship at Project Vote Smart in Montana. This se-

mester I've been working with the club Democracy Matters to promote campaign finance reform. To try something new, I also re-

cently joined the Ujima step team and am having a blast! 

 

Jeremy Ritter-Wiseman ’15 This summer I worked at the Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED), an advocacy organization 

in D.C. that lobbies for U.S. policies which reflect respect for human rights and democracy in the Middle East. Currently on campus 

I write a bi-weekly political column for Skid News called Politimore.  

 

Andy Shi ’15 I'm a Government and Economics double major, and I'm currently working on my government thesis with Professor 

Ocakli. Outside of class, I serve as the Editor-in-Chief for The Skidmore News. 

 

Rebecca Stern ‘16 After my return from the Government Department’s Prague Travel Seminar, I continued my interest in live mu-

sic and radio. I interned at Terrorbird Media, a music promotion and licensing company founded by fellow WSPN Music Director 

and Skidmore alum, Jess Cardillo. I also worked at Glasslands Gallery, a concert venue in Brooklyn, NY where I learned how to 

book and communicate with artist and management groups.  

 

Elena Veatch ’16 I spent my summer interning in Senator Kirsten Gillibrand's New York City office. This semester is my busiest 

yet, and my newfound willingness to wake up before 7am each day demonstrates my devotion to making time for the most important 

things in life - namely, keeping up with the Daily Show. 

 

Eleanor Wood ‘15 This summer, I interned in the Massachusetts State House for Governor Deval Patrick. I worked in his press shop 

reviewing press releases, fielding reporter calls, and staffing press conferences. The day-to-day work was often less than glamorous. 

As interns we were at the beck and call of the Press Secretaries to make copies, get coffee, or transcribe seemingly endless avails. On 

occasion we were privy to more exciting activity regarding speech content or breaking policy news. The Governor's entire press staff 

was female: an empowered group of intelligent and driven women. It was an inspiring summer for me on Beacon Hill to work in 

such a female-dominant political office. 

 

 

Heather Zhang ’15 I’ve been involved with Saratoga Mentoring for the past three years and working with the children of the Sarato-

ga community has been both challenging and rewarding. Seeing the education system in full affect has fueled an interest in education 

policy and a peaked interest in working with younger generations. 
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 This semester I’ve been participating in a unique program at 
the University of Edinburgh in Edinburgh, Scotland. The program is 
comprised of five weeks of intensive academic study, followed by ten 
weeks of an internship in the Scottish Parliament. All seventeen of the 
students in the Parliamentary Internship program are from the United 
States and most of them are political science majors.  

 There’s a pretty even split of eight men and nine women. I live 
in an apartment of six, and the remaining eleven students are in apart-
ments within the same building complex. Many of our neighbors are 
freshman students from London, Manchester, or Glasgow and we have 
become friends with a few native Scots. Living in Europe is relatively 
expensive compared to the United States, and I find that I’m spending a 
lot more money on groceries here than at home! Early into the semester some of my peers and I participated in a weekend homestay 
experience. IFSA-Butler, the study abroad provider organized the transportation to the host family and established some guidelines, so 
we weren’t going in completely blind. My friend Henry and I were bussed to Berwick upon Tweed, a small town just over the border 
into England where we stayed with Michael and Elizabeth. Our host parents showed us to a castle, a local farmer’s market, and most 
remarkably the church service that they directed on Sunday morning. Michael and Elizabeth are very religious Salvation Army officers 
and provided a powerful sermon that I haven’t forgotten. 

 IFSA-Butler has provided additional weekend opportunities as well. In early October we travelled to the highlands along 
with IFSA-Butler students from St. Andrews, the Glasgow School of Art, and Stirling. We visited Dunrobin castle, watched a sheep 
herding demonstration using traditional border collie training and a falconry display, and explored the ‘Capital of the Highlands,’ In-
verness. Unfortunately, Nessie didn’t rear her head when we visited Loch Ness, but we were treated to a great view of the loch none-
theless. Because of the nature of our academics through the first five weeks, the Parliamentary interns had plenty of time to travel 
independently as well. Some of us visited the town of Porttree in the Isle of Skye and played a round of golf while surrounded by stun-
ning views of the ocean. Driving through Scotland in late September was breath-taking; the mountains and sky seem larger than life. 
Many popular films and television shows have been filmed in the Isle of Skye or the highlands, including Game of Thrones and Skyfall. 

 While travel has been a relaxing component of my study abroad experience, most of the program is focused on academics 
and the turbulent nature of Scottish and United Kingdom politics. The elephant in the room for everyone in Scotland when we arrived 
here was the upcoming referendum on Scottish independence which took place on September 18th. Scotland has been gaining more 
devolved powers over time and with the Scottish National Party in the majority of Scottish Parliament since 2011, many prominent 
political figures such as former SNP leader Alex Salmond have been calling for complete independence from the UK. 

 Scotland has control over matters like education and health-care yet does not have final say on many financial matters. The 
funding Scotland receives is derived from the Barnett formula, an equation that determines relative finances for programs in Scotland, 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. These issues were demonstrated to the Parliamentary Interns throughout our first five weeks of 
class and are being witnessed first-hand as we work in the Scottish Parliament. Of course, Conservative UK Prime Minister David 
Cameron appeased the Scottish people before the referendum by making ‘the Vow’ along with Labour leader Ed Miliband and Liberal 
Democrat leader Nick Clegg. While it will take time before the devolved powers promised by Cameron to take effect, the immediate 
effect was a surge of No voters that ultimately tipped the scale in favour of the No campaign.  

 Being in Scotland throughout the lead-up and during the referendum was a once in a lifetime experience; the campaigns 
were relatively peaceful and nonviolent and our professors brought all aspects of the debate to our attention. In fact, two of our three 
professors were covering the referendum live on the morning of September 19th as votes came in from the polls. A variety of addition-
al issues will keep political life exciting here in Scotland such as the West Lothian question, the UK’s place within the European Un-
ion, and the upcoming general election. I highly encourage Skidmore students to consider this unique and engaging program that not 
only provides stellar academics, but an internship in the Scottish Parliament that teaches skills that cannot be learned in the classroom. 

WHAT AN EXCITING TIME TO BE IN SCOTLAND! 

Will Clark, ‘16 
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Ben studied at the University of Edinburgh in the spring semester of 
2014 and Matt is currently studying there. This article appears as a 
follow up to the article Ben wrote for the newsletter last semester, "An 

Inquiry into Scottish Independence.” Matt and Ben decided to write 
this article together because of their shared study abroad experience and 
their common interest in British politics.  

 Over the past few months, global media fixated on 
the Scottish referendum, providing both doomsday predic-
tions and utopian visions of what appeared to be an in-
creasingly likely ‘Yes’ vote. But in the early hours of Sep-
tember 19th it was announced that by a thin majority—55% 
voting “no” to 45% voting “yes”—Scots voted to stay in 
the UK. Of a population of just over 5.3 million, 3.6 million 
Scottish citizens made their way to the ballot box to deter-
mine their future, a startling 84.5% turnout.  

 Attending the University of Edinburgh since the 
beginning of the semester, I have had the opportunity to 
discuss the referendum vote with my fellow Scottish stu-
dents. This demographic, from my limited inquiry, seems to 
have been overwhelmingly pro independence. When prod-
ded to support his stance on the referendum, Julian, a fel-
low politics student, paraphrased Alex Salmond’s (the First 
Minister of Scotland) talking points. He cited control over 
oil revenue, formulation of Scottish foreign policy and the 
removal of the United Kingdom’s nuclear deterrence sys-
tem, Trident, from Scotland to demonstrate the advantages 
of independence. Instead of researching the beneficial 
claims made by the Scottish National Party, it appears that 
the young cohorts of the “Yes! Campaign” were willing to 

accept vague promises. 

It is by no means inexpli-
cable how the “Yes! Cam-
paign” garnered nearly 
half of the vote. Making 
up less then 10% of the 
total population of the 
United Kingdom, Scot-

land and the dominant liberal Labour party there have con-
tinually been at odds with the more conservative and Tory 
dominated England. This political divide, exasperated in the 
Thatcher years, resulted in Westminster devolving some 
authority and creating the Scottish Parliament in the Scot-
land Act of 1998. Although Scotland now has dual repre-
sentation—in Westminster and in its own parliament—
foreign policy and the majority of tax legislation remain 
within the realm of Westminster. A perennial point of con-

Matt Marani ‘16 and Ben Polsky ‘15 

tention between 
Scots and Westmin-
ster is the interven-
tionist policy sup-
ported by the Con-
servative govern-
ment. Due to Scot-
land’s small popula-
tion, and a general 
lack of support 
amongst young voters for armed conflict, the Scottish citi-
zens I have encountered view themselves as unwilling par-
ticipants in the War on Terror. To this end, Alex Salmond 
proposed an armed force of just 9,200 regular and Special 
Forces troops with only a £2.5 billion, focusing on defense 
rather then international deployment.  

  Walking around Edinburgh the age divide between 
Yes and No supporters was striking. Due to its cheaper 
accommodations and proximity to the University of Edin-
burgh, students mostly live in the city’s Old Town. Because 
of the young makeup of Yes voters and the density of stu-
dents in Old Town, countless windows were covered in 
posters supporting independence and many students wore 
stickers or badges declaring their support for an independ-
ent Scotland. Exit polls show that age was one of the most 
determinative factors even among the officially ‘young vot-
ers’: nationally 71% of the 16-17 year old age group voted 
Yes, while 51% of the 16-24 year old age group voted Yes. 

 In contrast to Old Town, the population of Edin-
burgh’s West End and New Town seemed to support stay-
ing in the UK. To the residents of these areas of Edin-
burgh, comprised of elderly people and families, independ-
ence threatened Scotland’s fiscal stability, employment op-
portunities, benefits and pensions—issues to which stu-
dents are far less exposed.  

 With the victory of the Unionists over the Scottish 
nationalists, Scotland is to receive further devolution from 
the United Kingdom. In the short term this action may 
placate the nearly 50% of Scots who voted Yes, but there 
are still fundamental issues that need to be addressed re-
garding the durability of the union. As long as Scotland sees 
itself as subject to the increasingly populous, prosperous 
and conservative England, Scottish independence will be a 
recurring debate. Ultimately, this debate may lead to the 
breakup of the two kingdoms once today’s separatist in-
clined youth replaces the older, more conservative Scots.  

 

THE IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS OF THE YOUTH VOTE IN SCOTLAND 
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 Over the summer I had the privilege of working for 
Professor Graney helping her edit her upcoming book Re-
Orienting Europe: Europeanization in Russia and the Former Soviet 
Union.  (This is one of the two options for the working title.  I 
took the liberty of choosing the one I like more.)  If I am go-
ing to be honest, editing is not always the most glamorous 
work.  Spending a couple of days checking for comma splices 
and making sure that hyphenated terms were always hyphen-
ated could be mind numbing work.  And after two more days 
of working on punctuation, cross checking bibliographies, 
creating charts, and looking out the microscopic window in 
the conference room at the beautiful day outside, I was often 
wondering why I decided to take this job, instead of returning 
to my summer camp and spending another summer camping, 
canoeing, and generally causing shenanigans.   

 But, despite the few cons that go along with a sum-
mer in the conference room, it was amazing to see the pro-
cess of writing books at work.  I always knew it took a ton of 
work to write a book, but I had never truly processed the 
amount of sources, pages written, and times edited that each 
chapter, in of itself, encompassed before being sent to the 
publishers.  Even more notable, I never knew how much 
work a book was for people who were not even writing it.  
(That would be me, if you were wondering.)  But on a more 
serious note, looking at a sixty-page bibliography I was given 
at the start of the summer (which has been steadily expand-
ing) and seeing how many books were on it, and how many 
books were on it that I eventually took off because they were 
never cited in the book, really showed me how many years of 
research goes into each book.  When really thought about, the 
academic work of our professors who write these books is 
absolutely amazing. 

 Moreover, while editing this book, I got to read 
about innovative conceptions of the relationship between 
Russia and Europe.  Along with systematically examining eve-
ry single former soviet republic and their standing within the 
European-Orientalist gradient that she uses to discuss this 
complicated relationship, I also got to read about the signifi-
cance of more cultural aspects of Europeanization as they re-
lated to soccer and Eurovision.  All in all, it was a great expe-
rience working for Professor Graney this summer, and I hope 
everyone is looking forward to her book being published as 
much as I am. 
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Jesse Ritner ‘15 

On the Fourth of July this year, the mayor of Philadel-
phia told his fellow Philadelphians that the city owned Independ-
ence Day. New Yorkers can lay claim to New Year’s Eve, but the 
Fourth of July belongs to Philly, he proclaimed to a cheering 
crowd. Even though I was a little out of place as the boy from 
Westchester sitting in a crowd of screaming Philadelphians, I 
could see he had a point. Almost every street in Philadelphia’s 
historic district boasts some sort of marker explaining the signifi-
cance of the site. Besides the obvious landmarks of Independence 
Hall and the Liberty Bell, Philadelphia is home to Thomas Paine’s 
printing press, Ben Franklin’s grave, and Revolutionary War hero 
Thaddeus Kosciuszko’s old house. Such was the scenery this sum-
mer on my morning walk to work. It was a fitting commute, 
which always ended with my passing through the National Consti-
tution Center’s front doors with the Preamble written in huge 
letters overhead.  

I was working as an intern in the Center’s National Pro-
grams Department. When I started my internship, the depart-
ment was wrapping up its Town Hall program cycle consisting of 
speaker series and book events addressing relevant issues—i.e. 
campaign financing, equality in the Declaration of Independence, 
recent Supreme Court decisions. In addition to helping out with 
these events, I spent a large chunk of my time doing research. 
Writing case briefs on cases slated to come before the Court this 
fall, looking for speakers/authors to bring in, and contributing to 
the online blog kept me pretty busy.  

It was a rewarding experience, vastly different from my 
previous summers as a camp counselor. The internship allowed 
me to deeply delve into topics of interest and build upon my Skid-
more coursework. When the House’s lawsuit against Obama hit 
the headlines, I spent my days studying whether or not the courts 
would hear such a case. And when the dueling circuit court deci-
sions were issued on Obamacare, I spent my time reading the 
decisions and writing about the cases’ prospects before the Su-
preme Court.  

Of course, I would not have been able to accept the 
internship had it not been for the Government Department’s 
Levine Internship Award. The Levine Award helped me settle the 
various expenses that came with moving to a new city for the 
summer and living on my own. I would highly encourage any 
student interested in pursuing an internship related to law and 
politics to not only consider applying for the Levine Award, but 
also to consider sending an application to the National Constitu-
tion Center. For if you do, you can learn this valuable lesson: just 
because the locals order their cheesesteaks with cheese whiz, does 
not mean you should too. Stick to the provolone.  

PHILADELPHIA FREEDOM: INTERNSHIP 

MEETS CHEESESTEAKS 

Andrew Lowy ‘15 

INSIDE THE MAKINGS OF A BOOK 
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 Senator Gillibrand: Congressional Internship Musings 

 All summer I was told that the most valuable skill I would acquire during my congressional internship would be 

the ability to effectively handle difficult people -- and to an extent, this was true. While I spent much of my time happily 

writing briefs on Latino affairs and housing matters in New York City to help keep Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and her 

staffers informed, I also did my fair share of interacting with constituents throughout the state on a daily basis. By the end 

of May, a multitude of front desk phone shifts had taught me how to talk down the inevitable “impeach King Socialist 

Obama” screamers. I learned that an angry “John Hamilton” might sometimes pose as “Mr. Birnbaum” or “Jack” -- re-

gardless of the moniker of the day, always seeking to portray Senator Gillibrand as the sole architect of his woes. I even 

discovered that a shocking number of people still believe that Hillary Clinton is their US Senator.  

 I began to look forward to daily deliveries of handwritten complaints from 

an envelope doodling aficionado -- a self- proclaimed “CCC” (Conservative Christian 

Capitalist) who was always sure to follow up his scathing descriptions of the Senator 

with a comforting clarification: “P.S. I don’t hate women.” I learned to laugh 

when constituents yelled that their tax dollars were funding my (aggressively non-

existent) salary. And I tried my best not to raise my voice even with those who called 

to debunk the “myth” that racism is alive in America, or to denounce the Senator’s 

legislative efforts in combatting other “problems that don’t exist,” such as sexual 

assault on college campuses or in the mil- itary. 

 Simultaneously, I learned throughout my three months of interning 

that I would often find myself most frus- trated with the Senator herself -- or rather, 

with the level of political calculation she felt inclined to engage in as an elected offi-

cial in the midst of a summer of ubiqui- tous conflict. Each day, the textbook di-

chotomy between the delegate and trustee models of representation seemed to reso-

nate from GO 101. Or really, each day the lines blurred between the two, making it 

futile to believe that anyone could strictly adhere to one or the other. 

 As the child migrant crisis at the border escalated over the course of my internship, it seemed that no public fig-

ure could resist chiming in on the issue -- Gillibrand being the exception. Her unwillingness to release a statement on the 

matter confounded me, as I struggled to explain to angry constituents looking for answers that I could not channel the 

Senator’s private views. Instead, I meticulously tracked calls made to regional offices across the state regarding the mat-

ter, as staffers hoped to get an idea of the position most constituents expected Gillibrand to articulate. The content of most 

of these messages scorned any kind of sympathetic approach to the issue. Thus, unable to offer my own opinions on the 

matter, I listened to daily reiterations of Hannity talking points from New Yorkers demanding exemption from paying 

federal income taxes in exchange for the due process granted to anyone seeking refuge from gang violence in Central 

America. As these same individuals screeched that I was personally contributing to the demise of the rule of law in Amer-

ica by refusing to sound more sympathetic to nativist caterwauls, I wondered how any politician could ever feel adept at 

representing the interests of constituents in a state so diverse. 

 At the same time, senseless violence raged in Gaza, allowing for another glimpse into the strained relationship 

between the elected and the people. Daily developments in the polarizing conflict generated immediate hardline state-

ments from Senator Gillibrand. Unsurprisingly, calls flooded in expressing horror at her willingness to hold a press con-

ference in solidarity with the infamous Ted Cruz. The office’s miscellaneous issue tally of caller concerns seemed to beg 

Gillibrand to at least acknowledge the toils of Palestinian civilians, but publically, she did not. Despite my own reserva-

tions concerning the display of one-sided rhetoric at hand, I could not defy the constraints of my own role as a delegate of 

sorts for the elected official whose views -- or public statements -- I had chosen to represent. It was endlessly frustrating. I 
truly enjoyed spending nine hours a day surrounded by people as invested in domestic and international affairs as I am. I 

loved interning for a woman whose work I have admired for years, and I was ceaselessly impressed both with her enthusiasm  

Elena Veatch ‘16 

Continued on page  16 
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PROJECT VOTE SMART: SAVING DEMOCRACY FROM THE MONTANA ROCKIES 

 One the most important components of an effective democracy is an 

engaged and well-informed public. However, many times people lack the 

tools they need to make an educated decision at the voting booth.  Lack of 

access to unbiased, unpartisan information about what candidates represent 

and will do in office impedes the functioning of a healthy democracy. Simply 

put, people need to know what they are voting for in order to vote effectively. 

Noticing this flaw in the American electoral system is what drove me to intern 

at Project Vote Smart last summer, with help from Skidmore's See-Beyond 

scholarship. 

 Project Vote Smart is a non-profit, non-partisan organization uniquely located on a ranch in the Montana 

Rockies. Far from the partisan influence of Washington, the project's sole mission is to provide voters with unbiased 

information about their candidates. The greatest resource Vote Smart provides the public is its massive database 

known as the "Voter's Defense System."  Updated regularly, this "defense system" includes candidate's voting rec-

ords, public statements, biographies, campaign finances, interest group ratings, and issue positions.  It allows voters 

to look up information on any candidate, from the state legislature to the president, and make an informed decision at 

the voting booth. For those who prefer to not do research on their own, the website also features a tool called "Vote 

Easy," which synthesizes the database to match voters with candidates based on their responses to questions related to 

issues of that election year, sort of like the E-Harmony of elections.  

 Working as an intern in Vote Smart's research department, I helped to keep this invaluable tool up and run-

ning. I read hundreds of speeches and press releases from officials across the country and categorized them for the 

organization's database. Reading about subjects ranging from coal mining regulation in West Virginia, to farming 

legislation in Nebraska, to homeschooling in Idaho opened my eyes to the diversity of issues facing politicians across 

the country. 

 However, the most valuable aspect of my internship was the op-

portunity to learn from students from across the country. All interns and 

staff at Vote Smart live on the ranch, located 45 minutes down a dirt road 

on a wilderness refuge. Living and working alongside 45 other students and 

graduates from across the country, most of whom also studied political sci-

ence, in this unique and beautiful setting presented a one-of-kind learning 

opportunity. Talking with my co-workers both in office and on weekend 

excursions in the mountains allowed me to learn from their differing ideo-

logical backgrounds, and build 

connections to politically en-

gaged students from across the country.  

 I am so grateful to Skidmore for making this summer possible. 

The See Beyond award enabled me to explore political research outside of 

classroom and learn from students from across the country. It made this 

summer one I will not soon forget.  

James Rider ‘16 
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RCIA GRANT FUNDS WOMEN’S INSTITUTE OF FREEDOM OF PRESS INTERNSHIP 

Cheyane Reisner ‘15 

This summer, I interned at Women’s Institute of Freedom of Press (WIFP).  Martha Allen, Director of 
WIFP, enabled me to dive into the depths of the feminist movement.  Upon arrival, I realized this internship provided 
an opportunity for me to freely express the voices of those who are not heard.  I chose topics that were hard for me to 
write; yet I knew this was even more of a reason for why I had to explore and expand the subjects.  I started by re-
searching groups that supported men as allies in the feminist movement.  I conducted an interview with an organiza-
tion entitled Men Can Stop Rape (MCSR), founded on the belief that educating men on the detriments of hegemonic 
masculinity aids the feminist movement and the fight against rape culture.  I proceeded to write a powerful article 
exclaiming that the work women have been doing for decades has been mainly unnoticed in the minds of men and this 
dichotomy will only expand if men are not taught about the issues within patriarchy.  

 
The next article topic I explored was rape in the military.  I received backlash for this controversial topic from friends 
of mine who support or plan to join the military in the near 
future.  The statistics and stories brought tears to my eyes 
but I wrote through them, explaining the way women are 
told that their experience of rape in the military is invalid, 
justified or simply false.  I was astonished and shaken by 
unpacking the illusion that the military works to protect 
our citizens while paradoxi- cally supporting rape culture.  
This was a moment I wanted to stop writing, it was much 
easier not to read the stories or watch the documentaries that 
tracked these women’s expe- riences.  I knew, however, that I 
had to continue.  These voic- es and stories were ones I could 
translate and there was pow- er in that. 

 
 In addition to writing articles for WIFP newsletter, I edited and worked with each intern to aid her own writ-
ing.  An intern from Israel and another from Palestine fought over what should be included in the booklet we were 
planning to print.  Just two days before the printing, there was a conflict with a personal story the Palestinian woman 
had written.  The Israeli woman saw this story as biased and not acceptable to put into the booklet.  All the interns as 
well as Martha Allen herself sat around and discussed the issues and how to reach a resolution.  With the help of an-
other intern, I worked with the Palestinian to edit her story without losing any of the power, so that it would appease 
the valid concerns that the Israeli had.  We sat and worked to make sure her voice remained prominent while she 
avoided blaming Israel for the entirety of the conflict.  This powerful experience reminded me how privileged I am.  
As I read the Palestinian story, I had chills throughout my body, unaware of the constant state of fear and terror she 
had lived in and will return to.  This eye open experience grounded me in the privilege all Americans have and re-
minded me that while there are many issues within our country, we are still very fortunate to have the rights we do 
and must fight to keep them. 

 
 My entire summer was made possibly because of the RCIA grant I received.  Without it, I would be unable to 
afford the summer I experienced.  As a student, it is often difficult to find an internship that is paid and also fits with 
passions and future dreams.  I was very blessed to have received this monetary compensation, and would not have 
experienced any of these opportunities without it.  Because of RCIA, I was able to receive financial aid while simulta-
neously participating in an internship that fit the leadership role I plan to pursue in the future. 
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 In September of this year there were unprecedented lev-

els of rainfall in Jammu and Kashmir, a region in the Himalayas 

under administration by the Indian Government. This heavy pre-

cipitation resulted in extreme flooding throughout the region, 

which in turn caused more than $1 billion in infrastructural dam-

age, displaced 1.2 million families, and accounted for over 500 

deaths. Internal relief efforts have been largely overwhelmed and 

the Indian Government’s financial assistance has been insuffi-

cient. Consequently, the majority of displaced families were still 

living out of doors a month after the disaster struck. Realizing 

the severity of this situation Samir Ahmad, an independent re-

searcher and friend of Professor Biberman-Ocakli, organized a group called “Relief for Flood Victims in Kash-

mir”.  The group conducted damage assessments across the Kashmir Valley and determined that they would set 

out to help 500 families in the districts of Baramullah, Sopore, Srinagar, and Kulgam.  

Knowing the urgency and magnitude of this endeavor, Professor Biberman-Ocakli and I decided that we 

would create the “Kashmir Flood Volunteer Action Committee”, through which Skidmore students can get in-

volved in fundraising efforts to help the Kashmiri flood victims. Moreover, all of our proceeds will directly sup-

port Ahmad and his colleagues at “Relief for Flood Victims in Kashmir”, who are on the ground in the region. 

We believe this to be a unique opportunity to contribute to a completely transparent humanitarian effort, as Ah-

mad and his group are not affiliated with any big NGOs or political parties and avoid attention from media out-

lets. By partnering with their efforts we are committing ourselves to being a part of what will be a long path to 

rehabilitation in the Kashmir region.  

Through our fundraising efforts, KFVAC has received over $1,400 in donations. While realistically our 

contribution will be small in comparison to the damage that has occurred, the Kashmir Flood Volunteer Action 

Committee will make a tangible difference in the lives of a few who need it most.  

 

 

Ben Hinks ‘15 

 

 

 

and her dedication. My time in Senator Gillibrand’s New York City office confirmed my desire to someday contribute to 

policymaking processes with the hope of bettering the lives of others. At the same time, though, I could not help but wonder 

all summer how many of my Senator’s stated positions corresponded with her genuine beliefs? Did the inordinate amount of 

time she spent fundraising affect her ability to take the “right” stand on issues even when she was not yet up for re-election? 

Which factors were most salient for her in determining which conflicts of concern to the electorate to speak out on? And did 

the opinions of the people really matter throughout that decision-making process?  

 Although I could not answer these questions definitively by the time I left the internship, I was at least able to 

acknowledge that the job of being a US Senator is an ineffably difficult one that I would personally not want to have. 

Senator Gillibrand, Continued from Page 13 
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Academic Council is tackling a range of issues this fall 
that students of government and prospective majors may want 
to know about. One new resource that we are promoting is 
the Academic Pursuit Fund, which can be used to offset the 
cost of research materials, supplies, and travel to academic 
conferences. The grants will be available through the Office of 
Academic Advising, and will typically be about $500. Students 
must submit a proposal to Academic Council in order to re-
ceive a grant.  

 Another initiative Academic Council is working on is 
a new series of student talks that we would co-run with the 
lovely people from Lively Lucy’s. The talks will be open to 
any students who would like to share anything from their most 
recent musical performance to their senior thesis. However, 
presentations don’t have to be even that formal.  

 We will encourage students to participate even if it 
means sharing a paper they wrote that they were proud of, or 
some of their recent artwork, or even sharing some pictures 
and stories from their experience abroad. We’re really open 
to just about anything! The whole point is just to get a conver-
sation started between students studying in different depart-
ments, and to create a supportive space where people who 
don’t normally share their work can do so. 

 Finally, we are looking at future models for Skid-
more’s general education requirements. It’s very unlikely that 
any decisions made now will impact anyone currently at Skid-
more, but it’s interesting to see where “CTM” might take our 
future Gen-Ed curriculum. Might there be a day with no re-
quirements at all? (Probably not, but the idea has been suggest-
ed!) 

 Also, just another reminder that the Academic Ban-
quet is coming up on October 30th. Invite your favorite profes-
sor for an informal dinner and talk about non-academic things 
for once! Or, nerd out. It’s a free country, right? 

Matt Bristol ‘15 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

 On October 9, students in Prof. Graney’s GO 227: Power and Politics 

in Russian History class brought to life the tumultuous period of “Dual Power” 

that directly proceeded the Great October Revolution in Russia in 1917. Each 

student played the role of a prominent figure in either the Provisional Govern-

ment or the Petrograd Soviet, and learned first-hand how far about these two 

bodies were during the revolutionary year 1917 (the situation has been de-

scribed as one where the Provisional Government had formal but no real power, 

while the Soviet had real but no formal power). The failure of the Dual Power 

system led to the opening that Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks exploited in 

October 1917 in “Ten Days That Shook the World” (read the book !).  Students 

also enjoyed a (semi-) traditional “Russian Tea Party” (“Chaipitaniye” in Rus-

sian) during the simulation, which included real Russian tea brewed in a real 

Russian (well, OK, German) samovar, and traditional Russian treats such as 

caviar and sour cream on dark rye bread, Russian vinagret salad, Tatar meat 

pies called “peremyach”, Russian pies called “piroshki” and a Russian apple 

cake called “Sharlotka”. A good time was had by all!  

                        

 
 

DUAL POWER AND 

“CHAIPITANIVE” 

FALL 2014 

Professor Graney 

What Next for the Nine?  Predicting the U.S. Supreme Court, 2014—2015 
 

 

Professor Knowles will offer some predictions about the ways in which the justices will decide (or not) cases involving such Hot-Button 

issues as: Gay marriage, Race-Based Legislative Redistricting, and Capital Punishment 

 

Intercultural Center  

October 27, 2014 at 5:30p.m. 



 

Connor Grant-Knight ‘15 

The Government Department continues to support The Franklin Forum, a student-led reading 
group now on its third year. This semester, with Professor Flagg Taylor still as its faculty advisor, the 
group has been reading essays on the theme of “friendship,” drawing primarily from the anthology edit-
ed by Michael Pakaluk entitled Other Selves: Philosophers on Friendship. The group has now made a core 
part of its experience the invitation of certain faculty from Skidmore’s humanities departments to partici-
pate in its Sunday-afternoon meetings. 

Participating faculty include Professor Michael Arnush (Classics); Professor Silvia Carli 
(Philosophy); Professor Timothy Freiermuth (French); Professor Linda Hall (English); Professor Barbara 
Black (English); and of course, the Government Department’s own Professors Flagg and Natalie Taylor. 
The group also enjoys support from The Skidmore College Honors Forum, and receives generous funding 
from The Alexander Hamilton Institute for the Study of Western Civilization. The Franklin Forum is 
grateful for support both on- and off-campus, as it has increasingly focused its efforts this semester on 
connecting ambitious students interested in the humanities with passionate faculty eager to mentor them. 

With a view to fostering such student-faculty relationships, the group will again hold an end-of-
the-season lecture-and-dinner event, joining all of its members together in thoughtful celebration of anoth-
er successful semester. This fall, The Franklin Forum will welcome Michael Davis, Professor of Philosophy 
at Sarah Lawrence College. This is a public lecture, and we extend the invitation to all who are part of the 
Skidmore and Saratoga Springs communities.   

 The Franklin Forum always welcomes new members, especially those who primarily study out-
side of the humanities. We meet every Sunday at 4 p.m. in the Honors Forum Lounge, Ladd 321. Weekly 
readings are posted outside of faculty advisor Professor Flagg Taylor’s office, Ladd 306a. For more infor-
mation, please contact me, Connor Grant-Knight, at cgrantkn@skidmore.edu, or Professor Taylor, at  
ftaylor@skidmore.edu. 
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THE FRANKLIN FORUM STILL FINDS A “FRIEND” IN THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

MICHAEL DAVIS 

“THE FRIEND IS ANOTHER SELF: 

ARISTOTLE ON FRIENDSHIP IN THE NICHOMACHEAN ETHICS”   

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 5:15PM 

POHNDORFF ROOM 

LUCY SCRIBNER LIBRARY, 3RD FLOOR 
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Jimmy Stanitz ‘15 

 Does putting your international relations and comparative gov-

ernment knowledge to the test sound interesting to you? Then being a part 

of the EUROSIM 2015 conference hosted at Skidmore College this com-

ing March is the right opportunity for you.  

 The EUROSIM conference consists of students from both Euro-

pean and American schools. Throughout the conference, each student 

represents an important figure from within the European Union. Past 

Skidmore delegates have been European heads of state, members of par-

liament, and justice ministers.  

 This year’s conference theme is cyber security. Therefore, all 

conference participants will learn a lot about the European Union’s cyber 

security policy. Learning about such an abstract topic is a great oppor-

tunity for American students because the European Union treats issues 

such as cyber security very differently from the way that the American 

government treats such issues.   

 However, the conference is not all about research and prepara-

tion. There are plenty of social events throughout the conference also. 

This year, the conference preparation committee is planning on having 

plenty of conference events so that delegates have the opportunity to meet 

each other in a less formal setting. Some events that are being planned for 

this year’s conference are an indie band night and a large banquet dinner 

in the Universal Preservation Hall. The political backstabbing that occurs 

during coffee breaks is also a very exhilarating way to meet new people. 

 If EUROSIM sounds interesting to you, then you should either 

become a participant or a volunteer for the conference! If you are interest-

ed in participating or volunteering, please email Jimmy Stanitz at 

jstanitz@skidmore.edu for more information.  

EUROSIM IS COMING! 

Jimmy Stanitz ‘15 at a EUROSIM Conference 

EUROSIM Members 

The 66th Annual  
Student conference on us affairs 

West Point, New York 
12 – 15 November 2014 

 

What’s the Worst That Could Happen?  The Politics and Policy of Crisis Management 

 
Julie Jursik and Dan Miller will serve as  delegates at this prestigious conference.   

 

Look for Julie and Dan to report on their experiences in the Spring newsletter! 
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Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference 

 When seniors contemplate their post-Skidmore 
futures, they often talk about wanting a career that fulfills 
their desire for public service, meaningful work, and crea-
tive thought.  Yet they rarely talk about joining the military.  
What is life like for Thoroughbreds in uniform?  I inter-
viewed five Government alums who currently serve in the 
Army, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard and National Guard, 
Colonel Robert Resnick, ’88, U.S. Army; Lieutenant Mike 
Cavanagh, ’03, U.S. Coast Guard; Captain Chris Markham, 
’08, U.S. Marine Corps; Lieutenant Junior Grade Kelly Bis-
choff, ’09, U.S. Navy; Captain Tom Gruber, ’09, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps; as well as Lieutenant Amanda McMurrey 
(English and Spanish alumnus), ’11, Oregon Army National 
Guard.  Collectively, they painted a very different picture of 
military life than many Skidmore students might imagine.   

 In listening to their stories, one is struck that they 
are doing things one could never do in the private sector.   
Kelly Bischoff works as a Naval Intelligence Officer at a Pa-
trol and Reconnaissance squadron in Bahrain and Okinawa.  
Tom Gruber recently returned from a deployment at the 
Morón Air Base in Spain as part of a crisis-response team, 
formed in the wake of the U.S. Embassy attack in Benghazi, 
responding to erupting turmoil throughout parts of Europe 
and North Africa.  Mike Cavanagh is a U.S. Coast Guard 
Officer responsible for directing Search and Rescue control-
ler missions for the 220 mile waters off of the Long Island as 
well as responding to hurricane readiness, terrorist attacks, 
environmental and commerce missions, and maritime secu-
rity. Rob Resnick served in Operation Iraqi Freedom which 
removed Saddam Hussein’s government and liberated Bagh-
dad.  All emphasized the fulfilling nature of serving the pub-
lic. 

 One also gets the sense that they love what they do.   
Col. Resnick said serving with the 3rd Infantry Division in 
Iraq created bonds that are hard to find in any other line of 
work.  Cpt. Gruber learned to fly both helicopters and fixed
-wing aircraft as a Pilot in the U.S. Marine Corps.   He cur-
rently flies the MV-22 Osprey, which in his words, "never 
gets old."  Lt. Cavanagh explained “the military allows and 
forces you to achieve levels you didn’t know you were capa-

CREATIVE THOUGHT MATTERS, SIR! 

ble of achieving, which is something that Skidmore teaches.” 

The ones who chose to practice law in the military 
explained that, while extremely challenging, the impact they 
have on substantial issues is rewarding.  Amanda McMurrey is 
in her final year of law school and serves as reservist for the 
Oregon Army National Guard’s JAG Corps.  Her duties in-
clude investigation, drafting policy memos, and operational 
law relating to the UCMJ’s Rules of Engagement. Practicing 
law in the National Guard is unique in that its lawyers must 
consider both federal and state military law and how the two 
act together.  Cpt. Markham serves as Special Assistant in the 
Judge Advocate Corps at MC Air Station Cherry Point in 
Havelock, North Carolina. He has worked in a number of 
areas including international law, the law of armed conflict, 
and international cybersecurity. Currently, Captain Markham 
works in courts-martial cases, prosecuting violations of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). Col. Resnick now 
serves as the senior lawyer and legal advisor to the Com-
manding General at Fort Lewis in Washington. His responsi-
bilities include advisement of ethical and criminal decisions, 
as well as overseeing international operational law and run-
ning Fort Lewis’ legal offices.  Their legal work seemed more 
intellectually complex and important than the routine con-
tracts and wills work of a civilian lawyer. 

They were quick to disabuse the misconceptions that 
a liberal-leaning student body might have. Servicemen and 
women do not hold a collective political ideology. Not all are 
gun-toting conservatives who enjoy kicking in doors, nor 
does one have to be in order to be successful. Col. Resnick 
has encountered soldiers from all parts of the country and all 
walks of life and, regardless of their personal beliefs, success 
is measured by merit and performance. Cpt. Markham had a 
similar outlook, as joining the military with expectedly mi-
nority views allows you to “reflect yourself on the institution 
because you can offer a different, valuable point of view.”  As 
for the lengthy commitment, Cpt. Markham noted that it 
seems daunting at the beginning and “4 years sounds like an 
eternity,” but seniors can look back to 4 years ago and realize 
how quickly their time has flown at Skidmore. The same is 
true of military service. 

 All were also realistic that the military is not the 
right choice for all alums, but could be for some.  Colonel 
Resnick explained how maintaining Skidmore’s creed is most 

Dan Miller  ‘15 
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critical while making tough decisions even after college, be-
cause “what might be right for 90 percent of your classmates 
might not be right for you.” LTJG Bischoff explained that, 
since men and women in the military move often, usually eve-
ry 2-3 years, one must be flexible and easily adaptable. 

 They expressed that their experiences, while over-
whelming and filled with constant challenges, have been noth-

ing short of positive and fulfilling. Each displayed an unparal-
leled level of pride in their work, something that is not guaran-
teed by most in other professions. They found a niche that 
combines service, creative thought, and the chance to escape 
their comfort zone to test their limits. Col. Resnick left a final 
thought for Skidmore students as they approach inevitable de-
cisions concerning their professional careers: “Ask yourself 
what you want to do, what kind of life you want to lead, and 
what will make you happy and satisfied. From there is where 
you take a leap of faith.” 
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AN ALUMNI PROFILE: Laura Swartz 

What does your job 

entail?  

Most days I feel like 

there’s very little my 

job doesn’t entail. The 

general overview is that 

the job is doing re-

search for political cam-

paigns, organizations, 

and sometimes corpora-

tions. So from start to 

finish this means getting to know your clients, what 

they’re running for, who they are as people and as can-

didates. We do research, usually quantitative (surveys), 

to look at how they’re viewed by voters, how their vote 

is doing, and trying to find key traits or messages that 

will set them apart (and put them ahead). Then, over 

the course of a cycle, we’ll track using short surveys 

with only a few questions to see how the candidate is 

doing, and if there’s anything we need to change. 

 

What is your favorite part of your job?  

Well I’m writing this at 9:30pm on what constitutes a 

break for me, so certainly not the hours. This always 

sounds lame but the people I work with. Everyone here 

is brilliant. You get to work with so many smart people, 

and then they listen to you and value your opinion. It’s 

really incredible. 

 

How did you get to where you are now?  

Campaign work, non-profit work, on-the-job experi-

ence. Most people I’ve talked to say, and I agree, that 

on-the-job experience and showing you’re willing to 

work like crazy to learn mean a hell of a lot more to 

employers than a degree.  

What did you originally want to do after Skid-

more?  Campaign work or policy work, both of which 

I do now, though in a different capacity than I 

thought. I never realized that polling and research 

were a good match for my interests and skills. 

 

How did your Skidmore education help you suc-

ceed?  

I’m pretty sure I got my job because I said I was once 

described as “academically masochistic,” a quote that 

came from either Professor Seyb or Professor Graney. 

That level of intellectual curiosity I got from my edu-

cation helped me succeed now.  

 

Which Government class(es) have helped/

influenced you the most in your job now?  

My thesis and everything else I did with Professor 

Seyb. I use my political theory and international poli-

tics classes to sound smart in bars, though, so I have 

that going for me. 

 

What advice would you give to Government stu-

dents searching for jobs after graduation?  

Internships. You won’t get paid in most cases, but it’ll 

give you a chance to figure out if politics is what you 

want. We’ve had interns at my firm for whom this is 

their first job. You can tell which ones haven’t done an 

unpaid internship before. We tend not to like those 

interns as much and they tend to be harder to work 

with. 

 

If you could have any job, what would it be? 

Cheesemonger/dog walker.  
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Laura will return to the classroom next month, not as a student, but as a speaker in  
Professor Seyb’s Campaigns and  Elections in the United States  class. 



Spring 2015 Topics Course Descriptions 

GO 233:  Political Islam      (4 credits) 

Instructor:  Feryaz Ocakli 

Examines the rise and development of Political Islam. 

The course explores the roots of radical and reformist 

Islamist movements by analyzing major ideological, 

economic, social, and political transformations in Mus-

lim-majority states. Students debate the causes and con-

sequences of radical Islam, whether and how Islamist 

movements may participate in governance, and, more 

broadly, the role of religion in political life. The cases 

examined in the course are drawn from around the 

world, including the Middle East, North Africa, South 

Asia, Southeast Asia, Europe, and North America. 

 

GO 251B:  They Might Be Giants: Global Rise of BRICS  (3 credits) 

Instructor: Yelena Biberman 

The BRICS – Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Af-

rica – are a new breed of global giants. They are the main 

source of economic growth in the world, and are project-

ed to dominate international affairs. They also exhibit 

remarkable political, social, and economic diversity. This 

course tackles major questions facing international rela-

tions: Is the rise of BRICS fundamentally transforming 

the world we live in? What would a world no longer 

dominated by the “West,” and in particular the United 

States, be like?  

 

GO 251C: Freedom of Speech     (3 credits) 

Instructor: Helen Knowles 

When the U.S. Supreme Court concludes its 2014-2015 

Term at the end of June next year, what will the powers 

of the federal and state governments look like, and to 

what extent will the rights and liberties of Americans 

have changed? Professor Knowles will offer some tenta-

tive answers to these questions, and offer some predic-

tions about the ways in which the justices will decide (or 

not) cases involving such hot-button issues as gay mar-

riage, race-based legislative redistricting, and capital 

punishment.  
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GO 251D: How to Rule the World     (3 credits) 

Instructor: Alexander Duff 

Great ambition is threatening in a tyrant, yet the most spirited de-

fenders of free government are also motivated by great ambi-

tion. What must we know in order to govern well?  What kind of 

knowledge can guide the loftiest political ambition?  In this course, 

students will explore the requirements of great political leadership 

in a handful of very different but foundational texts: Abraham Lin-

coln’s Lyceum Address, Machiavelli’s Prince, Shake-

speare’s Richard III, the Books of Samuel, Xenophon’s Education 

of Cyrus, and Plato’s Protagoras. By studying different kinds of 

answers to the question of how great ambition should relate to the 

political community, students see the close proximity of the fundamental questions of the social sciences to dis-

ciplines such as theology, philosophy, and literature. 

 

GO 351B:  Capitalism and Its Critics    (4 credits) 

Instructor: Flagg Taylor 

Global political events since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 

1989 and the demise of Soviet Communism in 1991 seem to 

herald the triumph of capitalism.  Yet even proponents of 

capitalism acknowledge that this victory has been accompa-

nied by a broad range of political and moral challenges.  

Our course will focus on the core philosophic arguments 

both for and against capitalism in an effort to better under-

stand the grounds on which the free market has been praised 

and blamed.  Our goal is to transcend narrowly partisan ar-

guments and to ascend to the permanent questions of political philosophy that are implicated in this debate over 

the free market: namely, whether capitalism promotes or inhibits the pursuit of virtue and excellence, whether 

capitalism promotes or inhibits the quest for justice, whether capitalism promotes or inhibits the realization of 

human freedom, and whether capitalism promotes or inhibits the sustenance of vibrant communities. 

 

GO 365: Politics of Modern Warfare    (4 credits) 

Instructor: Yelena Biberman-Ocakli  

Organized violence is an inescapable reality of life for many 

around the world. From World War II to the War on Terror, 

most people alive today have experienced armed conflict in 

one way or another. This course examines why and how we 

fight. It investigates both the timeless and the distinctive fea-

tures of modern warfare. We will consider how, over the 

past century, we have transformed warfare, and how warfare 

has transformed us.  
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American Comparative International Relations Political Theory 

GO 231: Environmental  
Politics and Policy (BT)  

GO 209:  The Latin American 
Puzzle (AV)  

GO 228: U.S. Foreign Policy 
(AV)  

GO251D: How to Rule the 
World (AD)  

GO 251C: Freedom of 
Speech (HK)  

GO 233: Political Islam (FO)  GO251A: They Might be Gi-
ants: The Global Rise of 
BRICS(YB-O)  

GO 308:  Contemporary Po-
litical Thought (AD)  

GO 312: Contemporary Con-
stitutional Problems (HK)  

GO 365: Politics of Modern 
Warfare (YB-O) 

 GO 351: Capitalism and Its 
Critics (FT)  

GO 362: Politics of Congress 
(RS)  

   

GO 101-001:  Intro to American Government 
Helen Knowles M W F 10:10—11:05am 
 
GO 102-001:  Introduction to Political Philosophy 
Alexander Duff T TH 9:40—11:00am 
 
GO 102-002:  Introduction to Political Philosophy 
Flagg Taylor W F  12:20—1:40pm 
 
GO 103-001: Introduction to Comparative and  
International Politics 
Kate Graney M W F 9:05—10:00am 
 
GO 103-002  Introduction to Comparative and  
International Politics 
Yelena Biberman-Ocakli T TH 12:40—2:00pm 
 
GO 209:  The Latin American Puzzle 
Aldo Vacs M W F 11:15 — 12:10pm 
 
GO 228:  U. S. Foreign Policy 
Aldo Vacs   M W   4—5:20pm 
 
GO 231 Environmental Politics and Policy 
Bob Turner T TH  9:40—11:00am 
 
 

GO 233:  Political Islam 
Feryaz Ocakli W F 12:20—1:40pm 
 
GO 251B-They Might be Giants:  
The Global Rise of BRICS 
Yelena Biberman-Ocakli  T TH 3:40—5:00pm 

GO 251C:  Freedom of Speech 
Helen Knowles M W F 12:20 —1:15pm 
 
GO 251D:  How to Rule the World 
Alexander Duff T TH 12:40am—2:00pm 
 
GO 308:  Contemporary Political Thought 
Alexander Duff T TH 2:10—3:30pm 
 
GO 312:  Contemporary Constitutional Problems 
Helen Knowles M W 4:00—5:20pm 

GO 351B:  Capitalism and Its Critics 
Flagg Taylor M W  2:30—3:50pm 
 
GO 362: Politics of Congress 
Ron Seyb  T TH 11:10—12:30pm 
 
GO 365:  Politics of Modern Warfare 
Yelena Biberman- Ocakli T TH 9:40—11:0am 

G O V E R N M E N T  C O U R S E S :  S p r i n g  2 0 1 5  

Spring 2015 What Counts for What 
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