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FACULTY NEWS
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THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT INDUCTED NEW MEMBERS TO THE TAU GAMMA CHAPTER OF
PI SicMA ALPHA, THE NATIONAL POLITICAL SCIENCE HONOR SOCIETY, ON APRIL 27TH

Class of 2025 William Berkowitz, Tommy Carr, Bridget Coyer, Claire Crosby, Sarah DeSousa, Dominic Giorda
Bella Hynes, Trevor Lai, Daniel Magnuson, Liam Moren, Ella Peterson, Lionel Quaynor, Taryn Queenin, Amelia St
Isabelle Unger, Ayla Wellnitz, Matthew Wolfelleass of 2026 Anna Barnes, Allison FauldsicasGutierrezArnold,

Ellie Hoyt Anne Huffines, Diego Ignacio llagan, Simone Lecléathryn Maccarronelosh Maxwell, Brie Schaffer
Abigail Scifres, Lila Smith, Simon Stephemdapa StolarzClass of 2027Abby Kreps, Ethan Madeiros, Darek Silva,
Alex Van HiseMEMBERS OF TAU GAMMA CHAPTER PREVIOUSLY INDUCTED  Bella Bruno, Zoe Dec, Grace Grbach,
Udo Hemmelgarn, Sydney Borak, Addison Callaghan, Zander Chown, Harlan Power

ACADEMIC AWARD RECOGNITION

The Henry C. Galant Prizewas established to honor Henry C. Galant, Professor ¢
Government, 1952986, and awarded to a political science major who has excelle
the study of comparative politicB.r i dget Coyer 625 '

The Susan Ril ey ®assstablisheddoyMrdAGdIMrsPNeil Riley,
and awarded to a major in political science for outstanding work in the field of A
can politicslsae | | a Bruno 625

The Erwin L. Levine Prizewas established in honor of Erwin L. Levine, Professo
Government, 1961988, and awarded to a major in political science who has don
outstanding work in political theory, preferably in American political thought.
Udo Hemmel garn 0625

The Henry T. Moore Prize Established in honor of Henry T. Moore, President of
Skidmore College, 192857, and awarded to a political science major who has#é
celled in the study of international relatibrd.o He mme |l gar n 0 2f
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Advice to my
19- year - old self

Rachel

dvice to my 19yearold self would encompass

| many things, from drink more water to stay
away from soccer to avoid knee injuries. But when | think
about the path I've taken ’-~- :
since | graduated from Skid- |
more, the advice | most
needed to hear was: Uncer-
tainty is not inherently a
problem. Your intuition
often knows what you need
to do.

After | graduated from Skid-
more, | spent the summer
gardening and spending time
with my family. | then ;
moved to Seattle, WA with
three of my Skidmore
friends. I didnot

know where
| was going to live or what | was going to do for work. After
some brief, but fun stints at a popular brunch spot and a Por-
tuguesewine bar, | landed a job at a nonprofit that focused
on ending child sex trafficking in Seattle.

| worked there for a few years. It was hard, emotionally and
professionally. It raised a lot of questions in me about what |
wanted to do with my life and even bigger questions about
how to best understand and respond to instances of human
trafficking. | knew that my questions were larger than the
ones | could ask in this job, so | decided to apply to PhD
programs so that | could focus on researching this topic (|

Cast el

| ano 0616

knew | liked research because of an amazing opportunity |
had to do research in Bangladesh while at Skidmore).

| knew | did not want to end up in academia, which caused
many (including myself) to question my decision to put my-
self through the commitment and stress of a PhD program. |
struggled with this question
many times throughout the
program. Why am | here?
Where is this leading? But |
knew deep down that | was
there to learn, even if | did-
n't know what the end goal
was.

Towards the end of writing
my dissertation, | started
reaching out to Skidmore
alums to learn more about
their jobs (I highly recom-
mend this strategy for new
graduates, Skidmore alums
love to network!). Many months later, this led to my current
position at ICF, a consulting firm. | work as a Senior Re-
search Scientist on the victim services team. If | had known
that this is where | would end up after grad school, | could
have saved myself many anxious moments.

Thus, my advice to my younger self would be to embrace
uncertainty and trust yourself, even if you don't know exact-
ly where your decisions will lead. If you stay true to yourself,
they will lead you to exactly where you need to be.
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My road to
success
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If I could give my 19 -year-old self
a few pointers on the road ahead,
hereds what | 0d

Your path wointobts bfei nlei'lneFaorl | ow t he opportunities that exc

Build work into your [|ife; dondt build your I|ife around

I'tdés okay to prioritize different pieces of | i fsepposetb di f f
always want.

Being good at a job and feeling aligned with a job arendo

Go |live abroad somewhere! Dondt f8&ejobskeoyquibkalg wabdt puo

feel harder to make risky moves that remove you from a stable salary even temporarily.

ltds great to do work that you care about
and your talent by not compensating you accordingly.

, but thatfs no

Youdl | l earn valuable things about yourself from the job

| OAO OEA pADO AMAIxOBIAGMOONKOT) xT OE OAI T OAT U EOTI 6AOITT O E
DAAEOEAO8 - U ET OAOT Al PAT AOI O0i EAGCPDAOADA CEIAAGExRADRE A OB
AT AEEEDOA I OCAT EUAQOET T Al Oi1 A0 OEAO AllTx 11TOA OPAAA Oi

I AOCAO AAOGAOOEOEI ¢ AcCAl Au OOITEI ¢ DPOI COAI O A1 O 1TAOETTAI
O0O0OAOOAEOI OEAT £&EO1 £EIT 1 ET CQ8 I xh ) T ATACA AECEOAI AAOA«
EAI® OEA T OCATEUAOETT AOEIA 6D EOO 00DPDI OOAOTAI 11O AAO
AOT OT A OEA xT OI A CAO OED @A GIA®OANOD AGEA U EIERA A AJGAIOO A AGH AX
EOOOAOQEI T 8 ) AAAl CcYVih AARAT DOE &6 A Ok IxEEED EXAMIAEEAIEIA O A £AI
xEOE PIATOU T &£ OEI A EI O .1 OAEA OEEET Ch OOAOAI ET Ch AEEEI

xAAEI U AO iU TAE@EATOETTA Al T A DAT OOHHh ADAT T BEAOAEI ARGRK
FAAT O 1 EEA OBAAAOOS
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Key to success as lived by

Jonathan Tin, class of 1992

| wanted to spend the second half of my junior year in Unwarranted good luck seems to me, more than any
Bangkok, but my father thought that was a pretty stupid other single factor, the secret of success.

idea and so he diverted me to the more conventional
University of Nottingham, which is more or less in the

6Hard wor ko and o6talentd anc
aive here or there, but nothing beats dumb luck -- in

middle of England. ! had a gr em‘fill (t:asetahdq}leyou}s.mge'b Siv'ing yogrsvel?chexsnéeé t(|) I n
er been to Bangkok. benefit from its idiot strength. Go to every potluck,
| forgot to make any plans for where | would live when | every fundraiser, meet everyone who needs or offers
got back to Saratoga. In a June panic | signed on to live help, join every kickball team.
with one kid I didndt know well, and two | didnoét know
at all, in a house | 8d never seen.
The house was on 21 State Street. It had a hot tub and Notes to a 19 -year old self:
a chefodos kitchen with a marbl §ledmdafyfest debl BtSkidm¥ré But Ihéver ek H @S
craps table. In the giant open living room we had: a TV, home there. | would tell my 1§ear old self to transfer.
a reclining chair, a wraparound couch and a ping pong | hope Skidmore suits you justfireb ut i f it do
table. The ceilings were high enough to accommodate |l eave.! Thereds lots of place
lobs. lose your true friends.
Behind the kitchen a wide wooden deck looked over
our tatty backyard. My housemates turned out to be ) ) )
just as higiminded as | was, and so we spent the warm W.hen I was 19 | loved feeling pa§5|onately certain about
days on the deck drinking cans of Meister Brau, stacking th!ngs_. ! tO_Ok most. of my certalntles_from bogks. Any-
the empties at the far end of the yard and shooting thing in print, | believed, mu§t contqln some important
them down with a Pumpmaster BB rifle. | grew enor- element of truth-- and anything assigned to me by a
mously fat. professor (at least those whom | liked) must be worthy
of engraving on marble tablets. | would read a few pages
Graduation approached at a steady rate of one day per from these hallowed texts, then take a break to fan
day, but | still hadndot | ear nefselfWboozily VSIS Absorsed tRelt deeprlitisNpfob-N 9
ahead, and so | had made exactly one plan for life after ably over a can of Meister Brau. By suppertime | accept-
Skidmore: | applied to the Peace Corps. ed the ideas as my own, sometimes even convincing
The day before graduation my chums and | were sitting myself that | was their author. In this way | built up my
on that very deck, picking at the sfeot long submarine arsenal of righteous convictioris god help anyone
sandwich that we had supposedly bought for our proud who had to listen to me mangle them.
parents. Soon they would be descending on Saratoga to Doubt and uncertainty, by contrast, provoked an un-
see us waddle across the SPAC stage. | was nervous pleasant lonely feeling in me and | pushed them away at
about their visit. The house was far more luxurious than the first sign.
anywhere my family had ever lived. What had all that ) ] ) )
sacrifice been for? In service to what? Friends, | now see it exactly in reverse. Be OK with
uncertainty. Thatds your gooc
Anyway, on that very day | received the big fat envelope feeling is just part of the deal.
saying | 8d been accepted into the Peace Corps as a .
6small businessd volunteer in Gé)coudadourc.k and look me up if
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Hard work, dumb luck and connections,
my keys to success

Kenneth Hardy, class of 2001
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o0Sa FT2N) Ot ASyiao {ééf\ya K2g (-KISSYSHAASERIDSA Ay 04 | BENIS & 2
NEBIFIR o62dzi AG Ay 062214 a@ SYLJX28SNA J2d O $8BE NS IRS KK,
Gdz £ f & K2 yRKNE F2N085 o0dzi SINYySald adzaaSasz2ya F2N gl &8a
l DSNJ g2 @SIFINERX L £SD 5/ G2 |gSyR 2aliz2y :YAQSNﬁAKlSe { OF
fl g a0OKz22f KIFIR 06S8SSy GKS UNHR(G o02aa 2F (KS 9ESOdzm @S 5Ai NBC
KS @2dzO0KSR F2NJ YS 4gKAOK SR G2 % AyﬁSNyéK)\LJ GKSNB Y& U
I3Sky3a YS |y2iKSNI Ay i BNY2AKAILI) &S 138021058 SINS Yy Yy SR &

| DSNJ AN} Rdzl ay3 fl ¢ a0K22f FyR LI aaiAy3d GKS . I NE fdzO]l I yF
KAIK alOKz22t ¢l a StSOGSR Fa {LISIFTSNI2F GKS alAyS |1 2dza$S :
GKAOK ¢l & I RNBIY 220 Ftd GKS aYSo L aLXSyid p &SIFENR 62N
a8t NBIJdZANBR YS (G2 62N 2y | -GQNRBB R WI YIIBYy NP A & A[dB5HA & iyIRe
f SIF3dzSa 324 F ANBFG RSt 2F Sya22eYSyid FNBY Yé Y2NB (y2¢
Oldy 6St ASPS G(KAA A& yIrROGVdRINGE & SK A@ yiBHRA & dAANa® 2y a F2NJ g1 &2
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6KSYy t NBaAARSY(d holYl g2y L osta Fa{SR (2 aSNWBS Ia / KAST
fA1S LXIFYyYyAy3 |+ 02y @Syez2y 3L Ays SEOSLII AyadaSIR 2F &SI
CNRY (GKSNB O2ftftSI3dzSa KSfLISR aSOdNB YS | 2206 |G GKS t S¢
I ANBF G 2L NIdzyAde G2 FLIWXe& Ye LRftAaOItsS LRfAOCeAzIYR f
CAylLfftez L Y2@SR (2 Y& OdNBBY & aiaDAr a2y I & d NS INI &2 BIANSBE
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Things | would advise recent graduates:

1. Life REALLY is who you know just as much as what you know. Make it a habit to network, check in with old
friends and colleagues, and keep up connections. You never know when a connection will make the difference in
your career. Plus, it just feels good to keep in touch with those important to you.

2 While it seems |ike you havRBomrmdtl wdaet e¢ itmemeé nwdihtei
thingsyouwantYoudl | only regret the things you didnodét do.
3. Save and invest 20% of everything you make starting with your first real paycheck. It will be hard at first, but
eventually youBwohdbe évene woui ceach 40, youdll have
and you can enjoy life more.
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