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Abstract: The dissertation is an exploration of the unique role of the ABA’s Standing Committee
on the Federal Judiciary (SCFJ) in the federal judicial nomination and confirmation process. In
the first chapter, I identify the source and magnitude of the apparent bias against the nominees of
Republican presidents to the courts of appeals. In the second chapter, I construct a new measure
of nominee qualifications and test its usefulness in two empirical examples: the discourse in a
nominee’s confirmation hearing and a senator’s decision to return a negative blue slip. The third
chapter systematically explores the relationship between the SCFJ and executive branch and the
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