
 

 

 
THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 

SENATE, TWENTY-THIRD SESSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date: March 31st, 2026 

Location: Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, Second Floor 

Time: 8:05 pm – 10:00 pm 

Member 
Attendance 

Member 
Attendance 

Yes No Yes No 

Chair Majiedt    ☒ ☐  Senator Kostbar    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Ararba   ☒ ☐    Senator Lederman    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Aybar    ☒  ☐ Senator Lipman    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Barnes    ☒ ☐ Senator Melendez    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Bhola   ☒ ☐ Senator Minkah   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Bigelow    ☒  ☐ Senator Morrow    ☒ ☐ 

Senator Castillo   ☒ ☐ Senator Nambane   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Ferrigno    ☒  ☐ Senator Shoemaker    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Filippo    ☒  ☐ Senator Situ    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Glanville   ☒ ☐ Senator Sterling   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Gordon    ☒  ☐ Senator Taylor    ☒  ☐ 

Senator King    ☒  ☐ Senator Terry    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Khan    ☒  ☐ Senator Zhang    ☐ ☒ 

Senator Koegler    ☒  ☐  

 

Others in Attendance: SGA Clerk Mamadou Dia 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to Order   

a. Call to order at 8:05pm  

2. Invocation  

3. Attendance 



 

 

4. Approval of the Agenda  

a. Motion to amend agenda by S. Castillo adding Heritage to AHA’s Name 

which wsa seconded by S. Minkah 

b. Motion to approve agenda by S. Melendez, seconded by S. Bhola 

5. Approval of the prior Minutes 

a. Motion to approve minutes by S. Gordon, seconded by S. Bigelow 

6. Open Forum 
7. Executive Committee Reports  

a. Presidential Report with SGA President Majiedt 

i. Last Friday S. Castillo and President Majiedt met with Vice 

President of Financial Affairs Dan Constalid to talk about steps to 

increase the SEC fee, Dean Bautista was a part of the meeting. 

IPPC will meet this Friday. Elections are going well, 23 people are 

running so far, and announcements for speech night will be made 

during senator’s forum. Tomorrow (Wednesday) will be speech 

night; to make it more accessible, Speech Night has been moved to 

Wykoff Center. The itinerary has been amended so that Jewish 

students participating in Passover will be able to speak as well, and 

if someone is running late, speeches can be shifted. Posters are 

incorrect for Speech Night, it is taking place in Wykoff, not 

Gannett. All other questions will be asked during senator’s forum. 

Today, a few members of Ex-Comm and members of senate met to 

discuss Middle States re-accreditation. 

b. Executive Vice-Presidential Report with EVP Gordon 

i. Last Thursday met with Dean Bautista about minute meetings. Last 

Friday met to discuss a speech for Scribner Seminars and also a 

Pie-A-Senator event. 

c. Academic Affairs Report with VPAA Barnes 

i. Academic Council met on Thursday regarding the Textbook 

Initiative; Skidmore Dems will be doing a textbook drive as an 

update to the initiative. Working on editing the AI survey. 

d. Budget and Finance Report with VPFA Castillo 

i. An official email has not yet been set, but the SGA accountant has 

been hired officially, feel free to stop in and say hello. Program 

support numbers remain at (get later). BnF met this Sunday and 

met with 12 more clubs, with only 2 more Sundays to go. 

e. Student Life Report with VPSL Kostbar 

i. CSL has been in a flow state recently, Residential Life is going to 

put out 50 water fountain laminated posters to discuss the quality 

of the water fountains and their connection to the red light. 

Currently tabling this week for snazzy CSL Case Center survey, 

which soon will be sent out. ADA subcommittee rep and S. 



 

 

Kostbar will go to D-Hall and see if they can get somebody to talk 

to us about the D-Hall survey. 

f. Club Affairs Report with VPCA Minkah 

i. Top priority right now is the leadership banquet, everyone should 

have all received an email from me about the leadership banquet. 

Wednesday, April 22nd is the corrected date, there is a mistake on 

the flyer. Club nomination results will come out soon, and April 

27th is the tentative date for their club event now titled “Club 

Wrapped,” now looking for sources of funding as well as effective 

promotion for this new event. Will be reviewing a supplemental 

request and amendment for AHA. 

g. Institutional Diversity Report with VPID Lederman 

i. CID has also been in a major flow state, UJIMA case gallery 

opening just yesterday. The gallery will be open until Friday, S. 

Situ is making a guide for this to hopefully become a yearly 

tradition. Still working on the CID club picnic, the event will take 

place April 10th at 3:30, 8 clubs and a couple of performances. 

Still continuing their DEI training, met with an owner of a DEI 

consulting firm for advice. 

  

h. Engagement and Outreach Report with VPEO Ferrigno 

i. EOC decided they will do 2 Chipotle gift cards as a voting raffle. 

Working on drafting an advisory committee to work with the 

marketing office, still a new idea but will see. Working on 

developing a LinkedIn group, there currently is one from 2012 so 

hopefully that will be turned over. 

 

8. New Business:  

 

a. Club Constitutional Amendment: African Heritage Awareness 

Association 

i. Introduction by VPCA Minkah 

1. AHA is here to make an amendment to their constitution, 

looking to update their membership and revise their charter. 

Similar to the CSA charter update, this change is connected 

to the addition of a dance team.  

2. Introduction from 3 members of AHA’s Eboard 

3. Vice President of AHA Jaria shared that they decided to 

start a dance team to further their expression through music 

and dance, to share African heritage, and to spread 

awareness through performance and community 

engagement. 



 

 

4. They are looking to have at least one rehearsal per week, 

while continuing their activities and events. They would 

like to include more dance recitals and promotion at their 

events, which this amendment would allow. There will be a 

performance at the AHA wedding and hopefully also at the 

Canvas of Culture event. This proposal has already gone 

through Hillary and Emily, and any additional questions 

can be directed to Jaria. 

 

ii. Q/A Period 

1. It was asked how many dancers the team currently has and 

it was shared that they have 7.  

iii. Discussion Period 

1. S. Kostbar recently had the opportunity to learn more about 

the inner-workings of planning these events like the 

wedding and Canvas of Culture and how various 

performers play into the planning of events. Thinks this is a 

great idea and supports it whole heartedly 

2. S. Lipman strongly approves the expansion to AHA’s 

constitution 

3. S. Shoemaker also strongly resonates with this statement 

4. S. Melendez is also incredibly excited to see what they do 

iv. Roll-Call Vote 

1. Motion to vote by S. Lipman seconded by S. Kahn 

Member 

AHA 

Constitution 

Amendment 
Member 

AHA 

Constitution 

Amendment 

Yes No Yes No 

Senator Ararba    ☒  ☐  Senator Kostbar    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Aybar   ☒ ☐    Senator Lederman    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Barnes    ☒  ☐ Senator Lipman    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Bhola    ☒ ☐ Senator Melendez    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Bigelow   ☒ ☐ Senator Minkah  Abstain 

Senator Castillo    ☒  ☐ Senator Morrow    ☒ ☐ 

Senator Ferrigno   ☒ ☐ Senator Nambane   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Filippo    ☒  ☐ Senator Shoemaker    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Glanville    ☒  ☐ Senator Situ    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Gordon   ☒ ☐ Senator Sterling    ☒ ☐ 

Senator King    ☒  ☐ Senator Taylor    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Khan    ☒  ☐ Senator Terry    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Koegler    ☒  ☐ Senator Zhang  Absent 

 



 

 

b. AHA Budget Reallocation 

i. Introduction by VPFA Castillo 

1. Last semester when BnF was making the budget and 

reviewing the wedding, due to a lack of clarity, funding 

was given on the basis of the event being held at Skidmore 

College. This year, the club realized it would be more cost-

effective if Union College were to host the event, as Union 

has a ballroom that would better accommodate it, so the 

location can be moved. When it was originally approved to 

be at Skidmore, the budget was only $100. With this 

change, they are looking to reallocate leftover funding from 

the AHA gala to the AHA wedding for transportation. The 

initial plan was to host it on campus, but after revising, they 

decided that the burden of a different venue would be too 

expensive, so reallocating from the gala was the most 

practical option. The event is on April 25th. 

ii. Q/A Period 

1. During the Q&A period, C. Majiedt asked who will be the 

MC this year, and it was shared that for the AHA gala they 

will most likely reuse last year’s MC, S. Minkah, and from 

Union’s side it will also be students, with the budget 

already set. 

2. S. Lederman asked whether there were any discussions 

about setting a precedent for undoing budget decisions 

from the previous year. S. Castillo shared that this was 

discussed, and while there were concerns about the 

ramifications of reversing a decision, it is SGA’s role to 

work with students and remain dynamic, so revisiting 

decisions with good reason should be fine.  

3. S. Melendez asked whether transportation costs had 

previously restricted how many students could attend 

events, and Carmel Dagnew and Roberta Taylor-Smith 

shared that there was a constraint, but this year the 

transportation quote increased capacity from 34–38 last 

year to 54, making this a better option. 

iii. Discussion Period 

1. S. Shoemaker expressed appreciation for the time taken to 

review the budget and choose reallocation instead of 

submitting a supplemental request. 

2. S. Lederman agreed and also expressed support for the 

budget reallocation. 

iv. Roll-Call Vote 



 

 

1. Motion to approve budget as is and roll call vote by S. 

Minkah seconded by S. Gordan 

Member 

AHA Budget 

Reallocation Member 

AHA Budget 

Reallocation 

Yes No Yes No 

Senator Ararba    ☒  ☐  Senator Kostbar    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Aybar   ☒ ☐    Senator Lederman    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Barnes    ☒  ☐ Senator Lipman    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Bhola    ☒ ☐ Senator Melendez    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Bigelow   ☒ ☐ Senator Minkah   ☐ ☐ 

Senator Castillo  Abstain Senator Morrow    ☐ ☐ 

Senator Ferrigno   ☒ ☐ Senator Nambane   ☐ ☐ 

Senator Filippo    ☒  ☐ Senator Shoemaker    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Glanville    ☒  ☐ Senator Situ    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Gordon   ☒ ☐ Senator Sterling    ☐ ☐ 

Senator King    ☒  ☐ Senator Taylor    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Khan    ☒  ☐ Senator Terry    ☐  ☐ 

Senator Koegler    ☒  ☐ Senator Zhang  Absent 

 

c. Tabletop Gaming Supplemental Request 

i. Introduction by VPFA Castillo 

1. The Tabletop Gaming Club came to BnF last week with a 

proposal to host a Renaissance Fair event, where they will 

be partnering with other clubs like the Physics Club and 

others, with activities like axe throwing and similar 

attractions. They submitted a catering supplemental 

request, and since the amount is over $1000, it must go 

through Senate. There were a lot of questions, as for large-

scale events clubs usually can only allocate 10% of their 

budget for food, but since their budget is under $1000, they 

are eligible to apply for a supplemental request. 

2. The committee made some amendments to the budget, 

reducing it from around $1609 to $1366. The main 

adjustment was removing the request for 4 cheese platters, 

4 fruit platters, and 2 fruit and cheese platters, and instead 

consolidating to just fruit and cheese platters to be more 

mindful of the budget. For those unfamiliar, a Renaissance 

Fair is a themed event based on medieval and fantasy ideas. 

They are expecting about 125 people, possibly more, since 

this is a collaboration, and anticipate a higher turnout. The 

supplemental request reflects that the event is larger than 



 

 

originally planned, which is why they chose a supplemental 

rather than a reallocation. 

3. This event will involve a number of clubs and will take 

place in South Park, the grassy area in front of the library 

where the fireworks were held earlier in the year. The 

funding will primarily come from the Tabletop Gaming 

Club, with other participating clubs covering their own 

supplies. 

ii. Q/A Period 

1. S. Shoemaker asked if there will be an opportunity for 

students to sell items at the event, and it was shared that 

yes, there will be merchants selling their wares, which is a 

key part of Renaissance Fair culture.  

2. S. Shoemaker also asked if this event is planned to be 

annual and how the club plans to restructure their budget to 

include it; the response was that they do hope to make it 

annual and have been in conversation with administration 

and reviewing bylaws, though a concrete plan is still being 

developed. 

3. S. Castillo added that clubs with budgets over $1000 are 

allowed to apply for an exemption from the food budget 

clause. 

iii. Discussion Period 

1. S. Shoemaker noted that the Tabletop Gaming Club 

consistently goes above and beyond to make their events 

engaging and accessible, and shared confidence that this 

event will be well attended. 

2. S. Minkah echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the 

importance of supporting growing clubs and noting that this 

event reflects their development and presents a strong 

opportunity for Senate. 

3. S. Lipman also highlighted the club’s strong 

communication and collaboration efforts and expressed 

excitement for the event. 

iv. Roll-Call Vote 

1. Motion to approve supplemental and Roll call vote by S. 

Shoemaker and seconded by S. Lipman 

Member 

Tabletop 

Supplemental Member 

Tabletop 

Supplemental 

Yes No Yes No 

Senator Ararba    ☒  ☐  Senator Kostbar    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Aybar   ☒ ☐    Senator Lederman    ☒  ☐ 



 

 

Senator Barnes    ☒  ☐ Senator Lipman    ☒ ☐ 

Senator Bhola    ☒ ☐ Senator Melendez    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Bigelow   ☒ ☐ Senator Minkah   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Castillo  Abstain Senator Morrow    ☒ ☐ 

Senator Ferrigno   ☒ ☐ Senator Nambane   ☒ ☐ 

Senator Filippo    ☒  ☐ Senator Shoemaker    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Glanville    ☒  ☐ Senator Situ    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Gordon   ☒ ☐ Senator Sterling  ☒ ☐ 

Senator King    ☒  ☐ Senator Taylor    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Khan    ☒  ☐ Senator Terry    ☒  ☐ 

Senator Koegler   ☒  ☐ Senator Zhang  Absent 

 

 

 

d. Meeting Minutes Resolution Discussion 

i. Introduction by EVP Gordon 

1. Meeting minutes should follow a standard, as practices 

currently vary across committees, and greater consistency 

would support clearer record keeping. The proposed 

guidelines include using a consistent font, clearly 

identifying speakers, summarizing contributions rather than 

writing verbatim transcripts, maintaining an informational 

tone without emotional language, and requiring that all 

minutes be sent to the EVP within two days of being 

written. 

2. A motion for non-senators to speak was made by S. 

Lipman and seconded by S. Gordon, allowing Bradley 

Kadets to share more on the resolution. 

3. S. Lipman spoke in support of the bylaws, particularly 

noting the addition that gives the Committee on Operations 

authority to set standards for meeting minutes. 

ii. Q/A period 

1. S. Melendez asked about the use of summaries instead 

of verbatim notes and when each would be appropriate. 

2. S. Gordon explained that this approach was partly in 

response to concerns about how individuals were 

quoted, and that verbatim transcription can be 

inefficient and may lack necessary context.  

3. S. Melendez followed up by asking how committees 

would ensure that summaries are not biased and how 

consistency would be maintained.  



 

 

4. S. Gordon responded that concerns about bias could be 

addressed through review and possible amendments, 

and that a more factual, report-style approach could 

help reduce bias.  

5. S. Kostbar asked whether approving previous minutes 

in committee is required, and it was clarified that while 

it is part of the agenda, minutes must be sent to the EVP 

within two days of approval.  

6. S. Shoemaker asked whether templates might be 

developed to help standardize formatting, and it was 

noted that this is an idea under consideration.  

7. S. King raised a question about whether summaries or 

verbatim notes are more prone to bias, and it was 

acknowledged that both approaches have trade-offs.  

8. S. Sterling asked whether training would be developed 

for those taking minutes, and it was noted that similar 

efforts have existed in the past and could be revisited. 

9. S. Shoemaker asked whether the amendment had been 

developed in consultation with the SGA Clerk or past 

clerks, and S. Gordon shared that they had not directly 

consulted them.  

10. S. Lederman raised questions about how 

standardization and training might affect participation 

and willingness to serve, and 

11. S. Gordon responded that implementation would likely 

involve guidance from vice presidents and emphasized 

the importance of having some level of standardization 

for record keeping. 

Comments:  

12. It was shared that SGA previously used verbatim 

minutes, which were difficult to maintain and 

sometimes led to self-censorship. The goal of the 

proposed changes is to create consistency across 

committees and make the process more manageable for 

those responsible for taking minutes.  

13. S. Lipman shared that writing minutes verbatim in BnF 

was challenging, and suggested that if someone wants a 

statement recorded verbatim, it could be confirmed with 

the scribe.  

14. S. Lederman added that those who take the most 

thorough minutes are often less engaged in discussion, 

raising considerations about participation.  



 

 

15. S. Castillo expressed concerns about introducing 

additional standards, noting that current bylaws may 

already be sufficient and that different approaches to 

note-taking can be effective.  

16. C. Majiedt noted that the role of SGA clerks working 

closely with the EVP has not always been consistently 

implemented due to scheduling challenges. 

 

 

iii. Discussion Period 

1. S. Shoemaker shared that they generally support the idea 

but have concerns about how emotion is addressed, noting 

that inherent bias in this area should be carefully 

considered.  

2. SGA Clerk Mamadou Dia shared reflections from their 

experience taking meeting minutes, raising questions about 

the intended audience and how minutes are used. He noted 

that summaries are often necessary, that senators as public 

officials are represented through these records, and that 

wording can influence perception. They also mentioned 

that edits sometimes occur for clarity, expressed that earlier 

consultation would have been helpful, and shared a concern 

that the resolution itself may reflect certain biases shaped 

by prior issues with meeting minutes. 

3. S. Gordon shared that the resolution was primarily written 

by him, with input from conversations with multiple 

individuals. In response to a question from S. Shoemaker 

about who had been consulted, S. Gordon mentioned their 

committee, Dean Bautista, Excomm, discussions in Senate, 

and others, noting that not all responses had yet been 

received. 

4. S. Kostbar highlighted a concern with the focus on section 

1001 BB and drew attention to section 1001 BC regarding 

emotion in meeting minutes. He expressed concern about 

how defining or limiting emotional language could affect 

discussions, particularly in contexts like CID, and noted the 

potential for such guidelines to unintentionally limit or 

misrepresent voices in more sensitive or complex 

conversations.  

5. S. Gordon clarified that the intention was not to prevent 

speakers from expressing emotion, but rather to avoid 



 

 

including interpretive or emotionally framed language in 

the written minutes. 

6. S. Ferrigno noted that the discussion had at times taken on 

a more disrespectful tone and emphasized the importance 

of maintaining respectful and constructive dialogue. She 

expressed that the proposed changes aim to improve 

structure and organization, and encouraged a more 

measured and thoughtful approach to feedback.  

7. S. Gordon reiterated that the goal regarding emotion is not 

to erase it, but to avoid using language in minutes that 

could introduce bias in how statements are represented. 

8. S. Bigelow expressed appreciation for the effort behind the 

amendment and noted that, based on experience across 

multiple committees, meeting minutes can vary widely. She 

emphasized the value of consistency and professionalism 

so that minutes reflect a more unified and clear record.  

9. S. Lipman added that neutrality is especially important 

when recording outcomes, such as whether motions pass, 

and also expressed appreciation for the work put into the 

proposal while remaining open to further feedback. 

10. S. Melendez returned to the question of summary versus 

verbatim notes, emphasizing that all forms of 

documentation can carry bias and that both intent and 

impact should be considered. She also highlighted the 

importance of training and raised considerations about how 

these changes may affect the role and responsibilities of the 

clerk. 

Motion for a 2-minute recess by S. Melendez seconded by S. Bigelow, all in favour.   

1. After the recess C. Majiedt shared that the rest of this 

discussion will be continued next week for the sake of 

time 

Motion to table initiative tracker by S. Bigelow seconded by S. Lipman 

e. Initiative Tracker Updates (Tabled) 

i. Introduction by EVP Gordon 

ii. Q/A period 

iii. Discussion/Update Period 

 

9. Senators Forum  

a. Discussions about moving Speech Night from Gannett to Wykoff have 

been ongoing. On the day of Speech Night, the elevator in Gannett 



 

 

stopped working, which raised concerns about accessibility and 

contributed to the decision to relocate the event. 

b. a question was raised about the capacity of Wykoff compared to Gannett 

and whether that had been considered. It was shared that turnout for this 

election is not expected to be as large as last year, and that attendance 

typically decreases after the presidential debate, with current estimates 

suggesting Wykoff can accommodate around 60–70 guests. It was also 

noted that Wykoff was renovated over spring break, resulting in improved 

acoustics. 

c. A list of candidates running for election will be posted soon. The structure 

of the evening will begin with SGA presidential candidates, followed by 

Ex-Comm candidates. 

d. Accommodations will be made for those observing Passover, after which 

SEC positions and then senator candidates will present. 

e. A question was asked about whether the format for VPFA candidates 

would follow the same pattern. It was clarified that the VPFA structure 

will be adjusted due to the role’s significance, with candidates giving 

opening statements, answering two questions, and then taking questions 

from the audience. 

f. S. Kostbar expressed appreciation for the accommodations that were 

made. S. Bigelow shared that they are currently working on an initiative in 

collaboration with members of the Board of Trustees, describing it as a 

volunteer-based, living document and encouraging participation.  

g. It was also noted that the Italian Club will be hosting a small event in the 

World Language Lounge on the fourth floor of Palamountain Hall. 

10. Announcements 

a. S. Minkah just wants to everyone to attend AHA, Ujima and BSU collab 

event in spa April 5th called canvas of culture 5:30 

b. S. Melendez is on the working group for inclusive teaching and learning 

and wants to make better guidelines and a google form that’s like a mock 

student evaluation based on classes taken within the last 2 minutes.  

11. Adjourn  

a. Motion to adjourn by S. Melendez seconded by S. Lipman at 9:59pm  


