DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Fall 2020 COURSES

SO 101.001


SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

        X. Hou
TU TH 11:30 – 12:50 PM






         Online
3 Credits

The basic concepts and principles of major sociological perspectives. Attention is given to how these perspectives have been developed and used by social scientists to explain social phenomena. Recommended as an introduction to the discipline. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)    

SO 101.002


SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES


X. Hou
W F 10:30 – 11:50 AM







Online
3 Credits

The basic concepts and principles of major sociological perspectives. Attention is given to how these perspectives have been developed and used by social scientists to explain social phenomena. Recommended as an introduction to the discipline. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)    

SO 101W.001

SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES


J. Scarce
TU TH 1:10 – 2:30 PM





Hyflex
 In person or online
4 Credits

The basic concepts and principles of major sociological perspectives. Attention is given to how these perspectives have been developed and used by social scientists to explain social phenomena. Recommended as an introduction to the discipline. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)     

SO 202C.001


INDIVIDUAL IN SOCIETY


J. Ashlock
TU TH 9:10 – 11:00 AM




Hybrid Mix in person/online 
4 Credits

A variety of social psychological approaches to the experiences of individuals as they influence or are influenced by social interactions and structures. The course introduces a sociological orientation known as "symbolic interactionism," which assumes that among the key elements in the social environment are the symbols and understandings possessed by people in the group. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)

SO 203W.001

FEMININITIES AND MASCULINITIES

R. Hernandez

W F 9:15 – 10:10 AM







Online
M 8:00 – 8:55 AM
4 Credits

An analysis of gender in contemporary social life. By examining the intersections between race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and age, this course explores how differing types of femininities and masculinities are constructed, reinforced, and maintained in U.S. culture and society. Dating and relationships, body image and appearance, and institutional inequities are among the topics examined.
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)
SO204W.001


INTRO RACE, CLASS, GENDER
         

R. Hernandez
M W F 3:30 – 5:20 PM







Online
4 Credits

An introduction to sociological analysis of race, class, and gender in contemporary social life. This course explores how race, class, and gender are constructed, reinforced, and maintained in U.S. society. Using readings (historical, theoretical, sociological, and autobiographical), films, class discussion, current issues/events, and exercises, we will critically examine questions such as: What is sociological imagination? How can it help us understand the intersections of race, class, and gender in social life? How do systems of power and inequality affect cultural norms, social interactions, and institutional structures? How can we move from social inequality to social change? By grappling with these questions, students will develop an appreciation for the multidimensional and complex nature of the issues underlying constructions of race, class, and gender in the United States.
Note(s): (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)
SO 212.001


WORK AND OCCUPATIONS

J. Ashlock
TU TH 1:10 – 2:30 PM




Hybrid Mix In person/online








3 Credits

An analysis of the nature and conditions of work and the relationship between work and the individual worker. Issues covered include the meaning of work and leisure, alienation, and job satisfaction. Selected occupations and professions are considered in terms of such factors as their social origins, how the occupation became a profession, typical career patterns, and social characteristics of members. Discrimination on the basis of gender, race, and class are examined.
Prerequisites: one sociology gateway course (SO 101 or SO 201 or SO 202 or SO 203 or SO 204).
SO 213.001


CRIME AND VICTIMIZATION
           
J. Ashlock
TU TH 4:30 – 5:50 PM




Hybrid Mix In person/online


3 Credits

An introduction to the sociology of crime. This course examines contemporary crime trends and problems in the measurement of crime; major theories that explain criminal behavior; and topical foci on various types of crime such as homicide, sexual assault, organized crime, white collar crime, property crime, or juvenile delinquency.
Prerequisites: one sociology gateway course (SO 101 or SO 201 or SO 202 or SO 203 or SO 204).
SO 219C.001


RACE AND POWER

     


K. Ford
W F 1:00 – 2:50 PM








Online
4 Credits

An analysis of U.S. race relations. How do people learn what it means to be “black” or “white” within U.S. society? How will the changing demographics of the U.S. affect the traditional black-white approach to race relations? How is race complicated by ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality, and other social identities? Students explore these questions by examining how race is constructed and reproduced within hierarchical structures of power and privilege, including educational inequalities, immigration policies, interracial relationships, and depictions of race in popular culture.
Prerequisites: one sociology gateway course (SO 101 or SO 201 or SO 202 or SO 203 or SO 204), and permission of instructor.
Note(s): (Designated a Cultural Diversity course.)
SO 227R.001


SOCIAL RESEARCH METHODS


J. Mueller

TU TH 2:50 – 4:10 PM







Online

M 2:15 – 3:10
4 Credits

Examination of methods employed in the investigation of sociological problems. This course analyzes the research process as an integral whole including political and ethical issues in conducting research. Topics include conceptualization, measurement approaches, design of surveys, and methods of interviewing and observation. Students design studies using various methodological techniques.
Prerequisites: Two courses in the social sciences or permission of instructor.
Note(s): Letter grade only.
SO 325W.001

CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL THEORY

R. Scarce

W F 1:00 – 2:50 PM






Hyflex In person or online
4 Credits

An examination of contemporary social theories such as functionalism, symbolic interactionism, conflict and social exchange theory. In addition, recent theoretical trends in sociology such as the feminist and environmental perspectives, and the biosocial and humanist approaches are discussed. Prerequisite: SO101 and one sociology course or permission of instructor.
SO 328R.001


SOC MVMNTS COLLECT BEHAV

J. Brueggemann
TU TH 11:30– 12:50 PM




Hybrid Mix In person/online

4 Credits
An exploration of the causes and consequences of social movements and episodes of collective action. Many people are dissatisfied with existing economic, political, or social arrangements, yet relatively few individuals attempt to bring about social change by participating in organized social protest. What is it that differentiates those who participate from those who do not? This course approaches this central question from a variety of theoretical perspectives. Movements as diverse as those for civil rights and the environment will be examined.
Prerequisites: one sociology gateway course (SO 101 or SO 201 or SO 202 or SO 203 or SO 204) and one additional sociology course.
SO 351A.001


SKILLS FOR SURVEY RESEARCH

A. Lindner
W 6:00 – 6:55 PM







Online


1 Credit

Skills for Survey Research -- An applied workshop in methods for conducting secondary analysis of survey data. Students review core statistical and methodological concepts and learn the nuts and bolts of data management, variable recoding, and statistical analysis using SPSS. The primary aim of this course is to build a bridge between the concepts introduced in research methods and statistics courses and the applications required for Senior Seminar. Students will also be introduced to best practices in replicable and open social science and the visualization of research findings. Only open to students enrolled in SO-375.
SO 351.001

         KNOWLEDGE AND POWER


J. Mueller
M W 3:30 – 4:50 PM







Online

3 Credit









A critical analysis of the social and political dimensions of “knowledge” and “knowing.” 
Students will examine various social and cultural means through which “reality” is constructed, interpreted, validated, and diffused – individually, collectively, and through the work of institutions. In addition to traditional modes of teaching and learning, the class will apply intergroup dialogue skills to explore how power influences what is known, by whom, and how; and how knowledge is developed and applied in various kinds of social justice work and organizing. 

Prerequisites: one sociology gateway course (SO 101 or SO 201 or SO 202 or SO 203 or SO 204) and one additional sociology course.
SO 375.001


SENIOR SEMINAR SOCIOLOGY



A. Lindner
M 9:15 – 10:10 AM










Online
M W F 10:30 – 11:25 AM










SO 375.002











Online
M 9:15 – 10:10 AM











M W F 11:45 – 12:40 PM











The capstone course for the sociology major. The course functions as a research practicum in which students share the process of conducting an original research project. To do the research, students must build upon previous work in sociology, especially theory, methods, and statistics. Therefore, students must have completed the required statistics, methods, and theory courses for the sociology major before enrolling in Senior Seminar. Students writing the Senior Thesis are encouraged to begin thesis research in the Seminar.
Prerequisites: SO 226, SO 227,and SO 324 or SO 325.
Note(s): Open only to sociology majors. Designated a writing-enhanced course. Fulfills the sociology program’s writing in the major requirement.
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