WATER AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
INJUSTICE

Flint, Michigan, a city where 54.1% of residents are black and 38% are in poverty,
Is a prime example of environmental injustice and racism (US Census). To save
money, the city began to pump water in from the Flint River in 2014. The water
was highly corrosive and eroded the old pipes, leaching high concentrations of
lead into the water supply. There were also issues related to chlorine and other

contaminants. The city connected back their original water source in 2015. A
federal state of emergency was declared in 2016 (Ruckart et al. 2019).

THE FACTS



https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/flintcitymichigan
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6309965/#:~:text=Lead%20levels%20in%20Flint%20tap,action%20level%20of%2015%20ppb.&text=In%20adults%2C%20exposure%20to%20lead,kidney%20disease%2C%20and%20reduced%20fertility.
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/whats-your-drinking-water
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/12/23/flint-water-crisis-2020-post-coronavirus-america-445459

