
Waste...

In 2016, 242 million tons of plastic waste was produced (World
Bank), and that weighs as much as 1,376 Empire State Buildings!

However, of that plastic waste produced, only 8.7% is actually
recycled (EPA), meaning that the large majority of plastic waste is

dumped into either landfills or the environment.

Global waste production accounts for 5% of greenhouse gas
emissions, or about 1.6 billion metric tons of carbon-dioxide-

equivalent (WasteDive). So while also taking up massive amounts of
space and destroying environments, waste further alters the world’s

climate.

A glass bottle can stick around for 1 million years
and a plastic water bottle can for 450 years (Science

Focus). Your trash will likely outlive you!
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2018/09/20/what-a-waste-an-updated-look-into-the-future-of-solid-waste-management
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/plastics-material-specific-data
https://www.wastedive.com/news/world-bank-global-waste-generation-2050/533031/#:~:text=Currently%2C%20about%202.01%20billion%20metric,recycled%20and%205.5%25%20is%20composted.
https://www.sciencefocus.com/planet-earth/top-10-what-are-the-longest-lasting-landfill-items/

