Student Government Association

The 20th Senate, 1st Session

Minutes

Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Location: Ladd 307

Pre-Senate Introductions.

Visitor: Rochelle Calhoun, Dean of Student Affairs

1.  Call to Order - 8:15pm

2.  Invocation - read by everyone

3.  Attendance

4.  Approval of the agenda


a. Movement to approve; seconded


b. S. Cass-Antony objects


c. Movement for approval is withdrawn


d. S. Cass-Antony moves to strike Section F from the Agenda on 
account of a lack of information


e. Amendment moved, seconded, and approved


f. Approval of Agenda moved, seconded, and approved

5.  Approval of the Minutes - First senate, so there are no minutes to 
approve

6.  Open Forum I - No one for Open Forum I

7.  President's Report


a. C. Bretan explains that the Constitution is hopefully on its way, 
and that a team has been put together to work on it; for now, 
senators will rely on what Senate has been given in the past.


b. C. Bretan asks Vice Presidents if they have anything to add


Vice President's Forum


a. S. Schneider - Announces that elections are coming up as well as 
the willingness to serve process, and would really like help with 
both.  If anyone is interested, let him know.

8.  Old Business - No old business.

9.  New Business


a.  Introduction; C. Bretan invites Rochelle Calhoun to speak.


b.  Ms. Calhoun appreciates coming to speak and is open to talk about anything. There have already been conversations about changes to the safe ride program and Ms. Calhoun wants to make sure all senators are aware of these changes.  She sent out an e-mail to all students regarding the issue. Last year, the Safe Ride Program spent $72,000.  That is probably where some money can be saved.  Ms. Calhoun met with the Budget and Finance Committee and decided to look at 2 months, October and April, to get a handle on usage of the program.  When Skidmore was two campuses, the original intent of the program was to provide an opportunity for students living in Moore to go back and forth between campuses.  When that went away, they got rid of a fleet of vehicles for that transportation but there was still a need for students to get downtown.  CDTA does provide service downtown and to the mall, but it stops at11:00.  Ms. Calhoun wants to figure out how to still have opportunities for students to get downtown and back safely. The intention now is that from the time CDTA stops running at night to when it starts running in the morning, there will be a way for students to get back to campus safely. So Ms. Calhoun and the Budget and Finance Committee began to look at it in terms of costs.  In October, there were over 5,200 rides, which was a lot of data to sort through.  In April, there were even more.  Then other issues came up.  The rides have not been audited, and of the 5,200 riders, 850 either gave fake names or were not Skidmore students.  There were a couple instances where people came to campus but then a minute later were going somewhere else.  The issue was keeping integrity in the program.  Highest usage is Thursday,  Friday, and Saturday.  Highest users are students under 21. Most frequent location is Caroline St.  This is a concern because the scene down is really only for our students who are 21 and over.  Ms. Calhoun poses the question, "What does that mean for our students in terms of health and safety?" and suggests that it could mean Skidmore is an institution that might inadvertently be supporting drinking under 21.  Also, one of the conversations taking place is whether there is a way to get the bus service to serve the purpose of keeping transport going during those hours, either every day, or certain days.  Statistics show that on Sunday through Thursday, usage is much lower and Thursday, Friday and Saturday are highest.  A dialogue was opened up before any big changes were made.  Ms. Calhoun asked how the students in the room feel about what they are finding, and what they think should be done.  It was discovered that there was an urban sprawl -- more and more rides were going to farther outreaches than the program was intended for.  They have been going all over the greater Saratoga area, which had not been consciously approved.  The service was originally for areas spanning from East to West ave., and Skidmore to Crescent St.  These encompass 70 to 80 % of the rides that took place in October.  Round trips are for students going from the boat house or Stables to Skidmore.  Those are the changes for this semester.  What is the real goal?  Enjoy the downtown area.  Be safe.  But it may need to be reframed, not just for financial reasons, but for philosophical reasons.  Maybe a survey will happen at some time.  Ms. Calhoun says she is very open to hearing student's opinions.  The floor is open for questions.

i. S. Schneider - When you talked about underage people coming back from Caroline St., did you consider that some places do have under 21 nights?

ii. Ms. Calhoun - No, it's pretty broad so far. The peak for rides coming home were between 3:30 and 4:00am. But that’s a good point because a lot of places are and we need to take that into consideration.

iii. S. Schneider - The rides start at midnight now?  That was what the e-mail said.

iv. Ms. Calhoun - That was wrong.  What I should have said was any hours that CDTA isn’t operating, that’s when this is operating.

v. S. Lichtenberg - Who is in charge of making sure the people who are using it are Skidmore students?

vi. Ms. Calhoun - That was a big concern. In one month, the person who was responsible got stacks like these [referring to data from October], which became very daunting to go through all the papers.  What we have decided is to do some periodic audits, but it is really between whoever gets in that cab and the cab driver.  There are some administrative loopholes that we need to clear up.  It would be a great savings to us to make sure that students can swipe their cards to make sure they are legitimate, but this is just an idea.

vii. S. Cass-Antony - Has Skidmore thought about bringing busses back during that time?  Or busses that run on the hour at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, etc.?

viii. Ms. Calhoun - We wanted to explore the idea and they [the bus company] seemed very open to that. The plus is that it is a round trip now which might also be the minus because people have ways to get downtown when they didn't before.  That would save a huge amount of money.  We have already started that conversation, as well as a conversation to raise awareness about where our money goes.

ix. S. Ma - Can the taxi have a swipe machine, so that 1) Skidmore can track the student, and 2) the student can swipe to pay the taxi fee?

x. Ms. Calhoun - You're right, that's less work on everyone's part.  It's not putting a burden on anyone since students are supposed to have their cards at all times anyway.

xi. S. Ma - The driver should always check the IDs of students.

xii. Ms. Calhoun - We're going to re-bid with the cab company, so that will be an incentive for them to do that.

xiii. S. Solomon comments that they have been more strict this year

xiv. S. Blumer - I want to add one thing.  When I've taken a free cab, they've squished a lot of people in, which is not safe.  If busses were brought back in, that would solve that dilemma.  Also, I've talked to some drivers, and one question is if Skidmore sponsors Saratoga cab what happens to the other cab companies?

xv. Ms. Calhoun - They were the only company that bid on the contract.

xvi. S. Lichtenberg - As for budget cuts, where else in student life should we expect to see them?

xvii. Ms. Calhoun - 15% of the student affairs money needs to come out.  Right now we are looking across the division with a really central operating idea, which is that we need to maintain the integrity of the entire educational experience of Skidmore.  We're still in the works, but because athletics is a part of Student Affairs, the exercise facility comes out of my budget.  How do we get to the absolute core of what we're doing?  That has allowed us to identify where cuts can be made.  Now it is free for employees, and that’s great, but maybe eventually it will need to pay for itself.  Maybe there will be an annual fee.  As it becomes clearer about what we are doing, we will have conversations.

xviii. S. Curry - How will auditing work? How much auditing of the budget has been done as far as making cuts and seeing where the money is going?

xix. Ms. Calhoun - I can say that every area in Student Affairs has been looking very closely and we haven't found our chunk yet. The decision institutionally is that we should share that responsibility.  During this time I have moved to think about this in a much broader way.  I think we have a lot of work to do ahead of us.  We are all scrutinizing about where the money is.


c. C. Bretan announces two "step-up" positions that need to be 
filled: Parking Court Chair and Late Night.  Parking Court has gone 
under construction over the last year.  The Chair hears appeals 
from people who have gotten tickets, and decides if they are 
legitimate.  You control the money that comes in for that.  This 
position is not time-consuming and counts as a committee 
requirement.  Late night controls weekend events in the Spa.  Most 
of the time, there are club events.  You work with Robin Adams and 
clubs that would like to come in, and you talk about how much 
money they need, what night they want, etc.  You can bring in 
comedians, musicians.  You can nominate yourself or someone else 
for these positions.

i. C. Bretan asks for nominations for Parking Court Chair






a) S. Lichtenberg self-nominates






b) No more nominations






c) Floor is open to questions






d) S. Lichtenberg is asked the following 






questions: Do you have a car? Have you gotten a 




ticket?






e) S. Lichtenberg - Yes, 2 tickets, both for good 





reasons, so I paid them.






f) S. Lichtenberg is asked how he will determine 





whether an appeal is approved?






g) S. Lichtenberg - If the student has reasonable 





evidence that they should not have to pay the 





ticket, then I will approve it.





h) S. Lichtenberg is asked what if he gets a 




ticket.





i) S. Lichtenberg - I will treat it as if it were any 




other student and I will be fair to myself, or pass 




it on to C. Bretan.





j) S. Sasson - Why do you want to be Parking 




Court Chair?





k) S. Lichtenberg - This is a step-up position; I 




want to take on more responsibility on SGA.





l) S. Solomon - What are you going to do when 




there is so much snow and everyone says the 




snow was blocking the parking signs?





m) S. Lichtenberg -  Stick to the snow removal 




rules.






n) C. Bretan - Do I hear motion to close?





o) Motion to close; motion seconded. 





p) S. Lichtenberg is unanimously voted Parking 




Court Chair 



ii.  S. Bretan asks for nominations for Late Night Chair





a) S. Sasson nominates S. Curry for late night





b) S. Curry accepts nomination





c) S. Solomon nominates S. Bland





d) S. Bland declines nomination





e) C. Bretan closes nominations





f) Floor is open to questions





g) S. Schneider - One of the problems you will 




run into with the events that late night puts on is 



getting people to come.  These events are during 



prime party time.  What will you do to get people 



to come to the events?





i) S. Curry - A lot of these events I wasn't aware 




of.  Posters existed, but hopefully with Daily 




Jolts, it will be better.  I will be scoping out 




better places to put them.





j) S. Sasson - Did you go to many late nght 




activities last year?





k) S. Curry - I went to a lot of the stand-up 




events.  I have a hard time figuring out what is 




Late Night, what is SEC, and what really is Late 




Night versus other events on campus. To make 




that distinction, it is just the events in the spa.  I 



don't know how one would do that, maybe just 




put it more clearly on the posters. 





l) S. Sasson - Do you have any performers in 




mind?





m) S. Curry - I liked the daily show 






correspondance.  There are a lot of comics that I 




know, but I would have to look at the budget 




first.





n) S. Drucker - how do you feel about the times 




that events start in terms of getting people form 



Northwoods and Scribner.  Would you consider 




putting them earlier?





o) S. Curry - What tends to happen is people will 




go to events in the dorms a little earlier or later 




and late night catches them in between.  Around 




11 or 12 I would end up in the spa somehow.  I 




wouldn't suggest earlier.  But I do know people 




who will be at another event and will plan around 




the Late Night event.





p) S. Cass-antony motions to close discussion; 




motion seconded; approved.


d.  Resolution 20-XX: Senate Rules.  C. Bretan sent this out in an e-
mail, everyone should have gotten it.  Opens the floor for 
questions.



i) S. Solomon - It is lovely, but not in alphabetical order.



ii) C. Bretan asks if there is anything anyone wants to go over 

for new Senators.



iii) S. Cass-Antony motions to close the debate; motion 


seconded; approved.



iv) Motion to approve resolution to establish senate rules.  


v) Resolution is unanimously approved.


e. Resolution 20-XX: To establish Club Affairs Committee Operating 
codes



i) Floor is opened for questions to S. Drucker



ii) Motion to approve Resolution; motion seconded; 



unanimously approved.

10. Open Forum II

a. S. Schneider - Next senate, can you come 20 minutes early to go over the procedure?

b. S. Bretan - Maybe once everyone is elected.  For now, use the resources we've given you.

c. S. Lichtenberg – What are some technical issues you guys deal with?

d. S.  Sasson - I think there should be wi-fi in dorms, more than exercise machines .
e. S. Solomon - Can you ask what an e-portfolio is?   
f. S. Blumer- Maybe something to look at is club websites, some cohesive way that clubs can easily create a website .
g. S. Cass-Antony - Talk about how to better market Daily Jolt .
h. S. Sasson – In terms of Club lists, all names carry over from year to year.  Even if you don't sign up each year, your name is still on the email list. 
i. C. Bretan explains how to edit a mailing list .
j. S. Sasson – What are your ideas for Oktoberfest?
k. S.  Cass-Antony – Thursday night will start off early. On Friday there will be a Northwoods block party with food and music, and 3 hours later there will be a comedy fest, probably in the spa or dance studio.  On Saturday there will be a huge festival with inflatables, a psychic reading booth, way more than bobbing for apples.
l. C.  Bretabn – The college is under a lot more scrutiny this year, its an insurance issue, we have to be more careful about risky events, which will affect events like funday.   You must register with Office of Leadership Activities, how many people are going to be there, where it is, how long, etc. 
m. S. Cass-Antony - That is why there will be no dangerous games. No throwing baseballs at people.  There will be sackraces, spin art, prizes.
n. S. Stark - Is there a theme?
o. S.  Cass-Antony - No, it's Oktoberfest. At 8:00 that day, Smash Brothers is playing and a girl-talk-esque DJ.  If you know of any club presidents who wants to get involved, let them/me know.
p. C. Bretan asks if there are new topics.
q.  S. Curry – Any suggestions for events you would like to see at Late Night?
r. S.  Blumer – Late Night was started as an alternative to drinking, so I would encourage you to think about that in your planning.
s. S.  Solomon – President Glotzbach plays the folk guitar, he should come to Late Night.
t.  C. Bretan closes the forum, and says that private conversations need to be kept to a minimum.
11.  Senators' Forum


a.  C. Bretan announces that many Senators did not respond 
regarding committee preferences.  Senators should do that as soon 
as possible.

12.  Announcements


a.  C. Bretan tells VPs who have committees to write their 
meeting times on the board during announcements.


b.  S.  Cass-Antony - Try to promote open positions as much 
as possible.  There are a lot of them. 


c.  S. Solomon – Rosh Hashanah is this weekend, and 
tomorrow at 5 there will be a discussion called "Nurturing the 
Spirit" and dinner in the ICC from 5:00 to 6:00.

13.   Adjourn - 9:27pm .
