Student Government Association

The 20th Senate, 2nd Session

Minutes

Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2009

Location: Ladd 307

1) Call to Order - 8:05pm

2) Invocation - Led by S. Schneider

3) Attendance

4) Approval of the Agenda

a) Motion to add new business of appointment of Temporary Constitution Committee

b) Amendment approved

c) Agenda approved 

5) Approval of Minutes

a) Minutes approved 

6) Open Forum I -

a) Stand-in reporter for Skid News introduces herself

b) Robin Adams introduces himself

7) President's Report -

a) C. Bretan - IPPC spoke about Strategic Action Agenda and discussed the president having town meetings.  


b) C. Bretan - The SGA website is finally somewhat up and running, and individuals who find problems or discrepancies should forward them to the Webmaster.  

c) C. Bretan - Elections are coming up, help spread the word.

d) Try to be on time to senate and remember to bring your binders.  Once the new senators come, we want to set a good precedent for them.


Vice President's Forum -

a) S. Welsh - S. Drucker and I had a successful club renewal.  We may only have to freeze a few budgets.

b) S. Blumer has received a couple of bias incident reports

i. C. Bretan - Have you decided whether that information will go public?

ii. S. Blumer - An indication to the student body will go out, you can either report a sexist/racist comment on the white board or discuss what is already there.

c) S. Schneider - The second of the two election info sessions 


was today.  Hopefully we will have a full IHB at the end of this 

election, but I need your help.  Voting booths need to be 


manned and voting starts at noon on Wednesday.  I will have 


a sign-up sheet next week.

8) Old Business - No old business

9) New Business - S. Lichtenberg motions to switch New Business b) with New Business a); motion approved


a)  "Mock Senate" - C. Bretan - I am going to go through 



highlights to make the transition easier.  Once old business 


starts, we have a 2-hour time limit.  Anything not finished will 

roll over into next week's new business.  Senator's Forum will 


have a 45 minute time cap, and the rules are not as rigid as 


in new business and old business.  Anyone can bring up a 


topic, and we won't use the list system unless things are 


getting out of hand.  For old and new business, each senator 


has 3 minutes to speak and anything left over that he or she 


has to say will be put to the end of the list once everyone 


else has spoken who wanted to. Senators can speak an 



unlimited amount in a conversation, but everyone who wants 


to speak again will have to wait until the end.  When we have 


guests, they may want to speak to what is occurring and a 


senator may yield his or her time to them.




i. S. Schneider - Point of Information - Is there a way 



for a senator to motion non-senators to speak?




ii. S. Lichtenberg - Point of Information - What is a 



motion?




iii. C. Bretan - It is in the documents I sent out.




iv. S. Drucker - Point of Information - Does the time in 



someone's answer cut into my speaking time if I asked 



them a question?




v. C. Bretan - No.


b) Justin Sipher, Chief Technology Officer

· Here to discuss issues of wireless internet in the dorms

· 4 years ago, Skidmore established a partnership with Time Warner, the infrastructure has become a success, but there is a need to build a wireless infrastructure in the dorm halls, now people are trying to configure their own networks. 

· We just began the 5th year of a 5-year contract with Time Warner.  We need to figure out a way to provide wireless without students bringing in their own. I don't see this being possible in the economic climate and it is far from definite. 

· If you aren't getting the support from Time Warner, let us know in the first floor of the library.  We can usually provide same-day resolutions. 

· In about a month, hand-held devices such as Blackberries should be able to automatically connect to the student system, you will no longer have to authenticate.  We already tested it and got it working, as soon as that is up and running we will send a message out to the student body.  About 2300 wireless devices have touched our network, on campus, in the dorms, etc.  

· We are in the midst of testing a replacement to the current e-mail system.  Tests have gone very well, 100 Skidmore community members volunteered to help with testing.  If you haven't participated, I welcome your help with that.  We're working on a printing solution in the library, now we'll be testing a network release station.  A significant amount of paper and toner has been wasted by printing documents that have not been picked up.  With the new system, students will go over to the printer, and swipe their card or validate the job and the job will print.  This will be a huge step forward environmentally and economically.  9 million pages were wasted in the last academic year.  

· Information Resources Counsel meets Tues. at 2:00.  This is a vehicle where faculty, administration, and students come and discuss technological issues on campus.

· C. Bretan opens the floor for questions


1)  S. Welsh - Two things.  You touched on the new e-mail system.  What does the timeline look like for that?  Is it definite?

- Mr. Sipher - There is not a high level of predictability.  Ideally, before the start of the spring semester, but if there are hurdles, I won't push the date and have it be unsuccessful.
2) S. Welsh - Say we have email set up on Outlook.  Is there any way to get that copied into the new system?

- Mr. Sipher - Any email that resides on the current system, we have intentions of moving those messages.

3) S. Welsh - You mentioned printing and authenticating.  Does that mean we could print from home, swipe in to the library and pick it all up at once?

- Mr. Sipher - That would not be impossible, and hopefully you will be able to choose the printer you want to print to.

4) S. Cass-Antony - There's no printer in case center, were you thinking of doing anything about it?

- Mr. Sipher - I am not opposed to talking about that, but there was a reason we pulled it out, which was we couldn't keep it staffed and it was getting abused in ways that made it unmanageable.  If we can figure something out, I would love to bring that back, but at the moment, I don't see that being a reality.

5) S. Cass-Antony - If we have some ideas, could we e-mail you with them?

- Mr. Sipher - Absolutely.  You can e-mail myself, or Robin Adams.

6) S. Cass-Antony - I have an idea.  When you're on a campus desktop, the image that comes up is the policy statement and Skidmore logo, and there have been some ideas going around to promote events on campus to put up a calendar on the desktops.  How possible would that be?

- Mr. Sipher - I would not be opposed to that at all, but the logistics would be difficult, figuring out who uploads, updates, etc.  But I would be happy to try to find more ways to not poster the stairways with paper but still get word out about events.

7) S. Cass-Antony - Would it be too onerous to do it monthly or bimonthly?

- Mr. Sipher - No, I imagined you were talking about every day.  I'll talk to my folks and get back to you about what we may or may not be able to do.

8) S. Langyintuo - Is it possible for dorms to have printers?

- Mr. Sipher - I believe it was previously implemented and the same thing happened as in Case Center, we just couldn't sustain it.

9) S. Sasson - For the swiping in for printing, you wouldn't have to pay, right?  It would just be to access the jobs?

- Mr. Sipher - It has been suggested to establish a free quota, and the idea there is if there was some kind of limit, it would cause people to think before just hitting print without thinking about the economy or environment.

10) S. Sasson - Would it work to print from laptops too or just desktops on campus?

- Mr. Sipher - First we would start with desktops, then see if that works well, and then move to laptops and get directions out there on how to do that.

11) S. Sasson - With extending out from residence halls, would you try to have it work for Scribner and Northwoods too?

- Mr. Sipher - We have a pilot with Time Warner cable for wireless in Northwoods.  I think it works in some ways, and doesn't in others.  We are working with them on an enterprise solution.

12) S. Solomon - I've heard in SEP about this idea of starting online classes, could you speak a little to that?

- Mr. Sipher - I can share my position on it.  I think the type of academic experience Skidmore offers is second to none, from a quality standpoint and my goal would not be to tarnish that or move away from it.  That being said, what I worry about is that the discipline that it takes to learn online is slightly different.  When you combine the knowledge of technology with what discipline you are going into, you will inevitably encounter this type of learning in the future and sheltering you from it would not be beneficial.  I think it would serve you well in what you will be faced with in the future.  I don't want online learning because it’s a lot more work for me, but I am passionate about it.

13) S. Curry - I was wondering how the wireless in academic buildings differs from in dorms and what it would take to get wireless in dorms?

- Mr. Sipher - We have an infrastructure in the dorms, which allows us to have conductivity and we try to make sure we have good coverage there.  We don't have an infrastructure in the dorms, and we have been trying to talk about how to get it in the dorms, but it is tricky.  There would probably be two wireless networks on our campus, and I don't know exactly what the other one would be called, but it would be accessed through either a device registration or authentication.

14) S. Curry - how much does it cost now for us and how much would it cost to switch over to wireless?

- Mr. Sipher - I am pushing them into doing this in a way that would not increase your costs, but they are in business to make money.  I am advertising this as a service transition.  I think we have a good case to get this expansion done.

15) S. Ma - My question is about the email system, we have our own system now, how will we switch it over?

- Mr. Sipher - We replace the servers every couple of years, so if we were to turn it over, the server either wouldn't be used or we would repurpose the current ones, so there wouldn't be a waste in the infrastructure we use now.  A website is as much about content as infrastructure.  We keep asking is there better infrastructure out there than what we have today?  The purpose of CMS is for people who use it frequently.  For example, the student aid office.  CMS simplifies it for them.

16) S. Blumer - I was at another university and the way of the future is wireless TV on the computer, basically you can access TV on your computer.  Has Time Warner picked that up in the renegotiation?

- Mr. Sipher - My understanding of online television is that the DVR concept that exists in homes is what we're talking about.  Students are able to record from online.  We will discuss it with Time Warner.  It isn't impossible, I'm sure Time Warner is thinking about that also.

17) S. Schneider - Going back to swiping into printers, you will start off with just the library computers, right? If I am hooked up to the Skidmore wireless, will I no longer be able to print from my laptop?

- Mr. Sipher - No, we will take one printer and test it on that one printer, and you will still be able to print to the other printers.

18) S. Schneider - if we change the email to Google or Microsoft word, does that mean everything would be offsite, and do you see any problems or benefits to that?

- Mr. Sipher - Many other schools have looked at it or are looking at it right now.  One advantage for example is that Google has so many resources and we could never compete with them in terms of storage that you would want and need.  The other thing is when we run it locally here we pick an environment, run it for 3 or 4 years, and then upgrade it.  That’s a long time in your world.  So its hard from a standpoint of offering you the functionality that you want.  The downside is there is a degree of a loss of control, making sure we are doing something that doesn't violate your privacy.  Google gets their money from advertising, which they do by collecting your personal data.  Both Microsoft and Google are trying to get you to become users and stay users.  So we are trying to make sure we are not doing anything to violate your privacy or mine.  The bottom line is we have yet to find a deal breaker.

19) S. Cass-Antony - From what I understand of the system, there is a w-lan server in Northwoods, but none of the networks are private and you can access any of them?

- Mr. Sipher - What they tried to do was put one per apartment, but the signals travel better side to side than up and down.  It was a great test, but it's not a scalable architecture and that’s the best we could offer.

20) S. Cass-Antony - Has there been any thought with Time Warner about getting a representative at Skidmore?

- Mr. Sipher - What you should have received in your room was a special number that you call if you have problems and identify yourself as a Skidmore student.  They have people 24/7 and they get trainees but it's not always perfect.  It is usually successful, however, and if there is any problem, let us know, and we'll get your info and help you out.

21) S. Welsh - I've heard this thing about internet 2, what is that? Could you just elaborate on that a little?

- Mr. Sipher - NSF funded internet 2, which is an exclusive resource for informational and educational resources.  What has happened is now you can move very high-quality audio and video, and there has been this explosion in the arts along the lines of a master class, where the maestro can't be in the same place as the performers.  When it moved from arts to sciences too, Skidmore realized it would be very beneficial.  It will provide us another conduit to allow us to collaborate with other institutions.

22) S. Ma - Between Microsoft and G-mail, which do you prefer to bring to Skidmore?

- Mr. Sipher - We haven't made a decision.  We are in the midst of testing Microsoft, in the experience of browsers, both are much better than what you are experiencing today.  I want a browser-neutral environment.  Microsoft has done great with that.

23) S. Ma - What is the solution for a back-up system?  Do they have a promise for this?

- Mr. Sipher - They think of reliability in a different way.  They think of it as replicating data live across multiple environments.  While we don't back it up, they achieve it in other ways.

24) S. Cass-Antony - have you planned on having workshops regarding HTML and educating individuals on that at all?

- Mr. Sipher - CMS training comes out of the Communications Office, but they don't advertise it to students.  That doesn't mean there won't be opportunities if senate wants to organize training.

- Mr. Adams - I've spoken with the Communications Office about this and they are open to letting clubs create web space on CMS, maybe twice a semester.

- Mr. Sipher - I think they would create an opportunity for that if you had a group who was interested.

25) S. Cass-Antony motions to close.  Discussion closed.



c) Resolution to establish Temporary committee to amend 



constitution.

i. C. Bretan - We are in a sticky situation because we are operating as if we have the updated document.  In trying to recreate the document we have lost, I was hoping to make a temporary subcommittee to address the issue so we can be working efficiently.  For old senators or for new senators who want to get involved.

ii. S. Sasson - Is Jackie sending a package/box?

iii. C. Bretan - A family member was supposed to overnight it last week.  There were discussions about accessing her datastor, but there are privacy issues, so this is our last and final resort.

iv. S. Schneider motions to close.  Discussion closed.

v. Vote to approve Resolution; Resolution approved.

vi. C. Bretan - Please place recommendations or self-nominations for this committee. I am looking for at least 3, probably no more than 5 members.  

vii. S. Cass-Antony motions a Point of Information - When will this committee meet?

viii. C. Bretan - We will decide once the committee is established.


1. S. Welsh self-nominates


2. S. Schneider self-nominates


3. S. Bland self-nominates


4. S. Drucker self-nominates


5. S. Cass-Antony nominates S. Sasson; S. 
Sasson accepts nomination


6. C. Bretan opens the floor for questions


7. S. Cass-Antony - How much were you paying 
attention last year when this was discussed, on a 
scale of 1 to 10?



i) S. Bland didn't miss any senate meetings



ii) S. Schneider - That Tues was my 21st 


birthday so I was elsewhere



iii) S. Drucker - 8.5



iv) S. Welsh - I can't remember all thirty 


amendments, but I think if we start talking 


about it, it will come back



v) S. Sasson - Same answer as Welsh; if we 

have the emails, it will be fine


8. S. Cass-Antony motions to close; discussion 
closed.


9. Motion to vote for nominees as a block;
motion approved.


10. All above nominees unanimously 
elected to subcommittee to amend 
Constitution.
10) Open Forum II -

a) P. Kitchen - I am on IPP subcommittee for financial aid so I can present what we discuss at the next senate

11) Senator's Forum -

a) S. Snow - A junior said that the parking appeals weren't working and gave me her ticket

b) S. Lichtenberg - I will hopefully get the website up and running in the next 2 weeks, and will have a committee

c) S. Snow - I will tell her to wait and do it correctly

d) S. Langyintuo - what is the deal with the exercise machines?

e) S. Stark - I think some machine is coming soon.

f) S. Cass-Antony - How are election info sessions going?

g) S. Schneider - Very well, we had about 8 to 10 people at each one, if all goes well we will have a full IHB

h) S. Sibley - I would like to discuss the jurisdiction of Campus Safety officers, it seems like in dorms they have to knock, and in apartments in Scribner, they don't knock, they can just enter.

i) S. Blumer - They can enter if it is unlocked.  If it is locked, they have to knock.

j) C. Bretan - There is a Campus Safety Security Advisory Committee, that meets once a month.  You can refer to the student handbook and see what your rights are, if you feel you've been violated, speak to me, speak to Rochelle Calhoun, there are various resources, but just know what the policies are.

k) S. Curry - There is a lot more involvement of Saratoga police

l) C. Bretan - There is a moose on campus right outside Barrett center, that is why there have been several police officers on campus

m) S. Schneider - There have also been some incidents of students calling the police instead of Campus Safety

n) C. Bretan - A subcommittee will be addressing campus safety's relationship to the student body, so if you have any comments email me before Friday

o) S. Solomon - Someone in Academic counsel suggested we have space in the library for lockers, does that sound feasible?  It was just an idea.

p) S. Langyintuo - And would you go to the front desk and ask for a lock?

q) S. Ma - There is an issue about vacation dorms.  Weicking is on the vacation dorm list, but now it is a different dorm.  It should be Weicking, because it is the one dorm with a stove, so is there anything we can do to make it the vacation dorm again?

r) S. Langyintuo - When I spoke to Joe Murphy, he said the reason it is not a vacation dorm is because it didn't save energy over the winter, more energy was used.  Now it is McClellan, Tower, and Kimball.

s) S. Ma - The AC in Weicking is still on whether or not it is a vacation dorm.

t) S. Langyintuo - There are students who choose housing based on which dorms are vacation dorms.



12) Announcements

a) S. Schneider - Communications committee - tomorrow at 8 in the spa, there is a mandatory meeting for all candidates, if you want to come to answer questions.  That will be in place of our meeting.

b) S. Cass-Antony- update on Oktoberfest, everything I told you was happening is happening, senior class gift has been ordered, it is a pint glass.  The only new things that are on that schedule that weren't there before are the trivia night is not a trivia night, it’s a sex panel.  The international student union is having their global dance, music from around the world.  There will be specials downtown, for example at Country Corner Café, they are offering to give 10% off to Skidmore students all day Saturday and Sunday, they will also be providing an Oktoberfest dish.  

c) S. Stark - It’s a little early, but on Friday oct. 9th, IHB is hosting a pillow fight on case green.

d) S. Lichtenberg - Join parking court.

e) S. Schneider - Willingness forms are due the same day as elections.

f) C. Bretan - Who doesn't have plaques?  Give your name to Sen. Schneider.

13) Adjourn - 9:44pm
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