The Student Government

The 20th Senate, Third Session

Minutes

Date: Tuesday, September 29, 2009

Location: Ladd 307

Absent: S. Bland

1) Call to Order - 8:09 PM

2) Invocation - Read by S. Schneider and S. Snow

3) Attendance

4) Approval of Agenda


a. S. Welsh moves to add new business B, Supplemental for Skid 
News; motion approved


b. S. Welsh moves to add new business C, Supplemental for Skid 
Market; motion approved


c. Agenda approved

5) Approval of the Minutes


a. S. Cass-Antony motions to approve; Minutes approved

6) Open Forum I - No one for Open Forum I

7) President's Report - C. Bretan - speech night went very well, there was very high attendance, thanks to S. Schneider. The sub-committee for Student Affairs met last week, and if you have questions or concerns, e-mail C. Bretan.  Last week, we passed a resolution to establish a temporary sub-committee to address the constitution, and that committee will be meeting tomorrow. Zankel tour dates are being switched because so few people could go.


a. Vice President's Forum



1. S. Schneider - voting starts tomorrow at noon.  Please sign 

up for a time to table.  We will be in the atrium from 12 to 2 


and from 5 to 7.  I want you all to make voting posters, 


asking people to vote.



2. S. Solomon - The Assessment Steering Committee 



established learning goals regarding what we are learning, and 

how we are learning it.  The ASC wants the endorsement of 


Academic Council, and if possible, the endorsement of 



Senate. Academic Council is starting an awareness campaign 


in regards to the Honors Forum survey sent out last year.  


The major fair starts on Oct. 26th.


3. S. Stark - IHB has begun to look at the universal swipe card 

issue, now we are in the process of looking at the Strategic 


Plan of the college and trying to find goals within it that 


support why having universal access would not only be 



convenient, but would move the school forward.

8) Old Business - No Old Business

9) New Business


a. Resolution 20-xx: To re-establish the Education Club at SETA



1. S. Drucker introduces Education Club.  They would like to 


change their charter to reflect a more diverse education club, 

which is not just for majors, but anyone interested in it.



2. Meghan Hurley '12, Elizabeth Warren '12 - Looking to 


change the name and thought the name of the club was too 


limiting, only attracting people interested in education.  The 


club is moving towards becoming more involved with children, 

not only educating them, but opening up to students on 


campus who are passionate about what they feel is 



important.  The club used to be primarily made up of 



education majors and minors, but the goal is to establish a 


more campus-wide club.



2. C. Bretan opens the floor for questions




i. S. Cass-Antony -  How will meetings function 




differently?





-Ms. Hurley - In the past, we never really worked 




with kids, and we want to bring that in, as well as 



other clubs we can collaborate with, and work we 



can do within the community.




ii. S. Cass-Antony - Do you have any ideas of how to 



get involved?





-Ms. Hurley - Getting involved with Saratoga 




mentoring has been brought up.  Glens Falls has 




a youth center that offers an after school 





program where kids can go if they have nowhere 




else to go after school, so we are looking to get 




involved with that through a pen pal program, 




putting funding toward that, and creating a long-




term relationship with the outside community.




iii. S. Langyintuo - What will you do to try to get other 



students outside of the Education department 




involved?





- Ms. Warren - Within the first few meetings with 




the new name, we already have had a more 




diverse group of people coming to meetings.





-Ms. Hurley - Also working more with other clubs, 



and having an open forum to talk with other 




clubs, such as benefaction will help.




iv. S. Stark - Are you planning on continuing the 




projects that the Education club had been doing 




before?





-Ms. Hurley - Most of those programs were 





through the department so those will still be 




kept up, but we would continue them anyway.




v. S. Stark motions to close discussion; discussion 



closed




vi. Move to a vote, Senate body approves 




resolution


b) S. Welsh - Skid News is asking for $400 to update their 
webpage. I don't think its unrealistic to assume that Skid News may 
be our only online publication, they want to move toward more 
online content, no one in the club is able to do the upgrades that 
they want, so they need to hire someone



1. S. Blumer - Is the $400 a one-time stipend?




- S. Welsh - It is $400 for just this semester, but 




whether we renew it, for less, or the same amount, is 



unknown.



2. S. Blumer - What is their current budget?




- S. Welsh - I don't know exactly.



3. Kaitlin Vallas '11 - Sorry I'm late, my meeting ran over. 


Skidmorenews.com is not as polished as it could be and we 


are not taking full advantage of it.  We have video 



capabilities, we have been partnering with Skid TV, and a we 


have a lot of content and because of space issues, we



can't put it all on the website.  The issue is that no one on 


the staff has the training in web design to do the project, so 


we reached out to the Skidmore community to find out if 


someone wanted to be a webmaster, but most of them said 


they wanted some sort of financial compensation, so we are 


asking for a stipend, so that we can offer that compensation.  

Generally, we would like to present a better front for our 


paper.  Eventually, print editions will become obsolete.



4. Floor is open for questions.




i. S. Blumer - The $400 is for the first initial time, and 



then you will seek further assistance?  Will you try to 



find someone on your board who is familiar with 




working on the web?





- Ms. Vallas - That is the ultimate goal.  They will 




also have closer ties to the club.




ii. S. Langyintuo - For webmaster, are you looking for a 



student?





- Ms. Vallas - Yes, we have 9 interested students.




iii. S. Langyintuo - How will you know if they are 




capable?





- Ms. Vallas - We will be looking closely at their 




credentials.




v. S. Langyintuo- Will you be trying to get a different 



webmaster every year?





- Ms. Vallas - Well there are students interested 




from all grade levels, but hopefully whoever we 




hire will be around for a while.




vi. S. Langyintuo - Will this person be a member of your 


club, or will it be a separate job?





-Ms. Vallas - That would depend on the person.  I 




definitely plan on having them attend meetings, 




but their extensive involvement is up to them.




vii. S. Solomon - Has distribution been down?





- Ms. Vallas - Subscriptions are fine, and our cost 




stays the same regardless of how many papers 




we print.




viii. S. Ma - Do you want a new website or to evolve the 


current one?





- Ms. Vallas - We will be evolving the current one, 



since we will possibly be running it after they are 




gone.  If it were redone from scratch, it would be 



harder to maintain after they leave.  We are 




hoping to have a classified section, possibly 




another source of revenue for us.




ix. S. Welsh adds a friendly amendment to 





supplemental.  The top should read 30,000 and below 



that, 29,000.




x. S. Schneider - Have you seen your website use go up 


a lot recently?





- Ms. Vallas - The highest number of views was 




for last week's edition.




xi. S. Drucker would like to urge everyone to consider 



that Skid News provides a huge network for alumni and 



parents to follow the school's happenings on the web.




xii. S. Cass-Antony - Do you or have you considered 



putting yourselves on the Daily Jolt?





- Ms. Vallas - We are very interested in that.



5. S. Langyintuo motions to close; discussion closed



6. Move into a vote; Senate body approves 




supplemental

C.  Tara Johnson '10 and Ryan Elmy '10 are requesting 



supplemental to add to the budget for Skid Market



1. Mr. Elmy - Skid Market is a fairly new club, it was started 


last year.  At club fair, 50 people came and wrote their 



names down and we are hoping to establish some more 


credibility.



2.  Floor is open for questions.




i. S. Solomon - Can you tell us some more about what 



you've done in your beginnings?





- Mr. Elmy - We've had some guest speakers 




come in, some from NYC, some from wall street, 




we've been getting feedback from the 





community about what they want, most are 




interested in finance, and we have been 





proactive in responding to these wants




ii. S. Solomon - Have you thought about partnering 



with other clubs on campus?





- Mr. Elmy - We are holding elections next week, 




and are hoping to expand our services




iii. S. Solomon - I chair Academic Counsil and we've 



been talking about a crash course in economics, can 



you speak to that?





- Ms. Johnson - We have been talking about that 




as well as a course on how to pay taxes.  We had 



one on the stock market.  





- Mr. Elmy - Someone came in to talk to us about 



what to do after retirement, etc., which proved 




to be very useful for people.




iv. S. Drucker - As a club, one of your responsibilities is 



throwing events that appeal to everyone, so what will 



you do to appeal to the people who are not interested 



in finance?





- Mr. Elmy - I think everyone needs to learn about 



saving and planning for your future and I think 




that kind of thing does appeal to a wide range of 




people, but we did meet with career services and 



talked to them about setting up events.  All 




meetings are open to students, not just for 




people who are seriously interested, but for 




anyone.




v. S. Langyintuo - What is the main objective of your 



club?





- Mr. Elmy - To have an informal conversation 




each week so that students can have their 





questions answered and learn from each other.  





- Ms. Johnson - Being at a liberal arts college, 




there are a lot of students who haven't taken 




these types of classes.  A lot of people who 




came up to us at club fair weren't majors.




vi. S. Langyintuo - Do you guys ever give assignments 



or try to engage members to get involved in some 



way?





- Mr. Elmy - That’s something we've been talking 




about, coming up with ideas for that sort of 




thing, talking about current events, etc.




vii. S. Cass-Antony - How many people were at your 



last meeting?





- Mr. Elmy - About 10 to 15, but we had some 




people coming and going because of other 





meetings that were going on at the same time.



3. S. Welsh adds a friendly amendment to the supplemental - 


the top should read 29,600, and then 28,825.



4. S. Welsh motions to close; discussion closed



5. Move into a vote; Senate body approves 




supplemental
10) Open Forum II


a. Dan DeMartini announces he is running for Scribner Senator, and 

is enjoying himself so far

11) Senators' Forum


a. S. Schneider asks if anyone else can please man the atrium for 
elections; if not, we will just no longer be stationed there because 
only one person signed up


b. C. Bretan - Everyone has to volunteer at least an hour


c. S. Solomon - Has anyone heard about the a cappella group that 

wants to start up?


d. S. Drucker - There has been some interest from a couple of 
individuals who said that the current pool is too limiting, and people 
want a place to sing that is more open.  They originally wanted to 
be all-girls, but I told them that they would need something original 
in order to get chartered. One idea they have so far is to arrange all 
of their music within the group, but a lot of groups already do that.


e. C. Bretan - If you have any brainstorming ideas/suggestions for 
what the new Sexual Assault task force should look like, let me 
know.


f. S. Blumer - I assume you're having an advocate from the center 
sit on it?


g. C. Bretan - Yes, and whoever would be appointed would have to 

come back early and would go through proper training, but yes, 
someone from the center would also sit on the committee.


h. S. Snow - It is important to make it accessible so that all 
students know about it, I'm not sure how, but maybe using red 
zone flyers, just so people know that it's there.


i. P. Kitchen - You could talk to gender studies majors as well.


j. S. Sasson - You could also work with peer health educators, who 
are supposed to help program with dormitory presidents.

12) Announcements


a. S. Schneider - Please help put election posters up


b. S. Solomon - Academic Counsil is looking for someone to design 
a t-shirt, so if you know anyone, please let me know.


c. S. Cass-Antony - This weekend is Oktoberfest from Thurs - 
Saturday

13) Adjourn - 9:02 pm
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