The Student Government

The 20th Senate, Fifth Session

Minutes

Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Location: Ladd 307

Absent: S. Bland, S. Coons

1. Call to Order - 8:04pm

2. Invocation - read by S. Welsh

3. Attendance

4. Approval of the Agenda


a) S. Schneider motions to add New Business a) Willingness-to-
Serve Appointment - First Year Class Council: Jillian Celestilo; 
motion approved


b) S. Schneider motions to add New Business b) Willingness-to-
Serve - First Year Senator: Jillian Celestilo; motion approved


c) S. Schneider motions to add New Business c) Willingness-to-
Serve Appointment - Senator at Large: Kate Millar; motion approved


d) S. Drucker motions to add New Business d) Conversation with 
Webmaster, Alex McGuire


e) S. Cass motions to change temporary item a) to Executive 
Committee Forum; amendment approved


f) S. Schneider motions to approve agenda; agenda approved

5. Approval of the Minutes


a) S. Sasson motions to approve last week's minutes; minutes 
approved

6. Open Forum I - no one for Open Forum I

7. President's Report


C. Bretan - I have a few updates. The dissolution of the Pavilion 
Corporation is underway.  We need to be publicizing about what it 
is, remember to spread the word.  I will send you a blurb about 
what it is that you can send along to your respective classes.  I met 
with the Student Affairs Committee over the poster policy, we 
didn't determine anything specific, but that quads should have a 
max of 50 posters, obviously people want more, but we will be 
talking about it.  The questions are, what do these posters look 
like?  What should the number be, how would we pick it?  These are 
all things to think about.


Vice President's Forum



a) S. Blumer - We went to march on Washington, and 



Spectrum was great.  Bias Response group is meeting 



tomorrow so I have nothing new on that.

8. Old Business


a) Appointment to Honor Code Commission


C. Bretan - Executive Committee decided to appoint S. Ma, 


and now we will open the floor for questions.



i. S. Lichtenberg - Honor Code commission doesn't have a lot 


of publicity now, so what will you do?




-S. Ma - I actually met with a faculty member and 



talked with admissions about the honor code and we 



are trying to educate people, when they do exams, 



that the words on the paper are not just part of the 



test.



ii. S. Solomon - When you need to explain what the 



Commission does, what will you say?




-S. Ma - I think it's just a way for people to honor the 



exam.  It’s a way to let themselves be - when you do 



exams there are some rules that we need to follow.



iii. S. Solomon - Did you talk with anyone about what the 


Honor Code means extending beyond exams?




-S. Ma - No.



iv. S. Schneider motions to close discussion; discussion 



closed.



v. Appointment of S. Ma is unanimously approved.

9. New Business


a) Willingness-to-Serve Appointment - First Year Class Council: 
Jillian Celestino


S. Schneider - She applied to be both senator at large and Freshman 
Class Secretary.  The floor is open for questions.



i. S. Langyintuo - Why do you want to be secretary?




-Ms. Celestino - I want to become involved as much as 



possible.  I ran for president, but didn't get elected.



ii. S. Langyintuo - What activities will you help plan?




-Ms. Celestino - Winter festival and anything else we 



decide to do as a class.



iii. S. Cass-Antony - Do you have any ideas for winter 



carnival?




-Ms. Celestino - Not yet, my big thing is that I want to 



meet as many people in my class as possible, so I think 



we need to focus on getting more people to get to 



know each other.



iv. S. Cass-Antony motions to close; discussion closed.



v. Senators vote.


b) Willingness-to-Serve - First Year Senator: Jillian Celestilo



i. S. Schneider - Why did you want to join senate?




-Ms. Celestino - I want to be involved not just on my 



class level, but with Skidmore as a whole.



ii. S. Stark - Is there anything that you've seen at Skidmore 


so far that you would want to change?




-Ms. Celestino - Not yet.



iii. S. DeMartini - Point of Information - How many people are 


appointed to the class council?




-C. Bretan - Five.



iv. S. Cass-Antony motions to close; discussion closed.



v. Senators vote.


c) Willingness-to-Serve Appointment - Senator at Large: Kate Millar 
S. Schneider - Ms. Millar wants to be on senate again, and didn't 
have time to go through elections, so is doing it through 
willingness-to-serve instead. Floor is open for questions.



i. S. Solomon - What did you miss about being on senate?




-Ms. Millar - I miss the involvement and knowing what is 


going on.



ii. S. Solomon - Is there anything that you would want to do 


differently?




-Ms. Millar - We had a lot of great ideas and we didn't 



follow through with.



iii. S. Cass-Antony - What committees will you sit on?




-Ms. Millar - Probably the Communications Committee



iv. S. Rivera motions to close; discussion closed.



v. Senators vote.


d) Conversation with Alex McGuire, SGA Webmaster


Ms. McGuire - Hi everyone, I am a junior, I applied for this position 
over the summer and got it.  I've been doing web design for a long 
time, starting in high school and now have a professional job with a 
guy on Maple Ave who I build websites for.  The SGA website has 
been a huge project.  It started over the summer because the old 
one was cluttered and most of the links didn't work very well. We 
are trying to make it easier to read and get through.  [C. Bretan] 
and I have been meeting weekly and we have a majority of it done.  
We've been prioritizing willingness-to-serve appointments, etc.  One 
thing I've done is redesigning the website and I am trying to get it 
to be compatible with every operating system.  We are now getting 
everything up and running.  If you have announcements, those are 
really easy to post; we’ve been posting minutes every day.  This is 
a great easy way to get announcements out to people.  Are there 
any questions?



i. S. Ma - Do you use HTML?




-Ms. McGuire - Yes, and that has been sufficient for 



these purposes.  It makes it easier for when I graduate 



and someone else takes over this job.



ii. S. Ma - The print before was PHP, why not anymore?




-Ms. McGuire - The idea before was done well, but the 



PHP wasn't, so I changed it.  Also, it makes everything 



more complicated so I discussed it with [C. Bretan] and 


we decided that this would be the best way to do it.



iii. S. Stark - What is in the picture where the crest used to 


be?




-C. Bretan - We actually are not supposed to use that 



crest, because it should only be used for academic 



purposes, so now it is a Welcome sign.



iv. S. Lichtenberg - If an outsider who had only minimal 



background in this stuff took over the site, would they be 


able to figure it out?




-Ms. McGuire - I think if they had a foundational 




background they would be fine.



v. S. Solomon - If you google Skidmore SGA, the old website 


comes up, do you have plans to delete the old website?




-Ms. McGuire - No, because its on the same address as 



the new one.



vi. S. Solomon - So if you search for Skidmore will you get 


this website?




-Ms. McGuire - You should because it's on the same 



address.



vii. S. Stark - If we send you updated info every week, would 


you be able to put it up, like for IHB, etc.?




-Ms. McGuire - Updating is easy, so that would be fine.  



If you want to update these things yourselves that's 



fine too, but for now I am the only one who has access 



to it.



viii. S. Stark motions to close; discussion closed.


e) Resolution 20-XX: Resolution to Alter the Membership of the 
Falstaff's Operating Committee



i. S. Welsh motions to amend - under membership, change 


document to read "assistant directors."



ii. C. Bretan - We spoke about this last week, but pending the 

Pavilion Corporation being dissolved, we will need to have a 


body to replace it and that body has manifested into the 


Falstaff's Operating Committee, which is in the process of 


being created. The only concern is with the members that 


actually sat on that committee, there are far more 



administrators than students, and students should really be 


better represented on the committee, since they tend to 


have more interest in it.  The floor is open for questions.



iii. S. Schneider motions to close; discussion closed.



iv. Move to a vote; resolution is approved.


f) Conversation on Elections Policies and Procedures


C. Bretan - S. Schneider will facilitate a conversation about election 
policies and procedures.  The document is seriously flawed, which is 
no fault of S. Schneider.



i. S. Schneider - I didn't get a chance to circulate the 



document, but I will walk you through some of the items in it.  

In article 2, section 2, you'll notice something is missing from 

the executive committee: the SGA president.  I also added 


senior class president.




-S. Stark - I recommend you alphabetize the positions.



ii. S. Cass-Antony - Are these the policies that were passed 


last year?




-C. Bretan - These are the most recent documents that 


we have.



iii. S. Schneider - In part 3, it isn’t actually majority, its 40% 


so I changed that.  The rest of this is more general.  I got rid 


of things like elections chair because that no longer exists.  


What I really wanted to talk about were write-in candidates 


and the schedule because we talked about this in 



Communications and Outreach and something that came up 


was to get rid of write-ins altogether.  I don’t think the 



system works because in this previous election, one of the 


write-in candidates only got one vote, so it was somewhat 


pointless.  We also talked about starting the process a little 


earlier, which could be very beneficial.



iv. S. Solomon - I would suggest speaking with former VP of 


Communications, because I assume this isn't the first time 


this issue has come up, and although I agree with you, I think 


it must and does have some benefits, so I would talk to other 

people about it.



v. S. Schneider - We were also thinking of talking about how 


to change the write in process.



vi. S. Curry - One of the problems is that you have to register 

ahead of time as a write-in candidate, which I don’t really 


think makes sense.




-S. Schneider - I understand that, but if people vote for 


someone who doesn't want it, what do we do?  The 



registering accepts that you do want to do this.



vii. S. Snow - I don't think you can just allow people to write 


in whoever, if you will continue to have write-ins, you do need 

to have some control in who is written in



viii. S. Sasson - I think they are pretty pointless.  There isn't 


any way of knowing who write-ins are anyway, and I think we 


have willingness and that’s what we should utilize for these 


situations.



ix. S. Lichtenberg - I also think it is useless, as well as 



disruptive.




-S. Schneider - Last Spring, someone ran as a




write-in because they didn't feel like getting signatures, 


they just wanted to be involved, so they did that.  



Right now, they can't do anything, they can't 




campaign, they can't publicize, etc. so they don't have 



to do anything.



x. S. Zeidan - The write-in process seems to be more of a 


loophole than anything else.



xi. S. Schneider - Another problem is in this election, we got 


some votes for Kermit the frog for Senator at Large, and 


that’s just annoying for us.



xii. S. Curry - Have we researched what other colleges do for 


elections?




-S. Schneider - That is one of my goals.



xiii. S. Harper - At my last school we had the write-in process, 

but you still had to go through the same steps as everyone 


else.



xiv. S. Sibley - I agree that it seems unfair that they have to 


bypass the process so why is the senate allowing senators to 


be involved now without being elected by the student body?




-C. Bretan - Often times, at the end of elections we will 


have many positions that aren't filled, so generally, we 



let students who are extra active go through 




willingness-to-serve.



xv. S. Rivera - I agree with S. Harper's suggestions, but I don't 

agree with the write-in process in general.  What is the point 


of a deadline if we make the rules the same for everyone?  


After the deadline has passed, people just shouldn't be able 


to run, period.




-S. Schneider - I agree, if we did do that, then what's 



the point of a deadline at all?  We could get rid of 



write-ins, but also expand, so if we started having 



meetings 2 weeks in advance, and maybe 2 rounds of 



self-nominations, then people would have plenty of 



time.



xvi. C. Bretan - Last year, we had an elections issue where 


there was a contestation and these policies needed to be in 


review because sometimes there is a lot of ambivalence.  


Last year, there was a candidate who was running and she 


was an incumbent candidate and gave out the senior class 


gifts.  Her election was contested because it her actions were 

considered as coercing people during the elections; 



candidates are not allowed to staff voting booths during 


elections and she did.



xvii. S. Blumer - There was also an issue with juniors being 


abroad and them being able to obtain enough signatures, so 


maybe we could use a percentage of them.




-S. Snow - I don’t think my class had a problem getting 



signatures.



xviii. S. Sasson - I think something else to think about is 


speech night and publicizing in general, because very few 


people show up to speech night.  We should make it a bigger 


deal.  We could use visual aids, have themes, etc.




-S. Schneider - I agree, especially considering only 



about 11% of students actually voted.



xix. S. Stern - I think more publicity and advertising is needed, 

especially for people who are running.  As someone who ran, I 

was still extremely confused about things like deadlines, 


requirements, etc.




-S. Blumer - We also have elections every five minutes, 



it feels like, so if we took how many people voted all 



year, I'm sure the numbers would be different.




-S. Schneider- The process is also very rushed. I think if 


we extended the period and slowed it down a bit, it 



would be better.




-S. DeMartini - That’s what I was going to point out, it 



was hard to get the signatures we needed with it being 


a holiday weekend, and rushing around to get enough 



people.



xx. S. Molten - I was just thinking about publicity, and I think a 

lot of freshman are really confused about it, so I don't 
know 


if we want to do something during orientation, like a 45-


minute session just introducing ourselves or something.



xxi. S. Curry - As far as terms go, how long a senator is in 


office for, how does that work in terms of what their 



responsibilities are for committees?  Do my responsibilities 


for late night chair carry over to next year?




-S. Schneider - No.  I think that ideally for senator 



positions, what should happen is everything of that 



nature should be run in the spring, but the problem is it 


doesn't always happen, people are abroad, change their 


minds etc.  Having empty positions in the fall is 




problematic but I don't think there is anything we can 



do about it.




-S. Lichtenberg - I think having things like ice cream 



parties is effective.



xxii. S. Schneider - What about candidate's publicity?  Is it 


enough?




-C. Bretan - In the same way that we have this 25-



poster policy, there are a lot of really easy ways to get 



around the rules.  What is Case Center for?  Some of 



the suggestions that have been made are maybe it 



should be a free-for-all, if you want to have 100 




posters, fine, if you want 5, fine.




-S. Schneider - Also, I think there should be some 



limitation to what they can do.  My question was do 



you think candidates were visible enough this year?  



Should they be allowed to do more?



xxiii. S. Sasson - Would this be better continued in Senators' 


Forum?  



xxiv. Conversation will be continued in Senators' Forum.

10. Open Forum II - no one for open forum II

11. Senators' Forum


a) S. Welsh continues discussion on Elections Policies and 
Procedures.  



i. S. Welsh - I think it is a good idea to limit people, 25 is a 


good number, I also think having monetary limits is a good 


idea.



ii. S. Stark - I think it's also how we treat it, the first years 


were the only ones who made big pretty posters.



iii. S. Cass-Antony - It has to be clear in the policies when 


someone is disqualified because it says it is up to the 



elections chair, the VP for communications can decide 



whether someone is disqualified.




-S. Schneider - It says, "within 24 hours of the election 



a complaint must be filed"




-S. Cass-Antony - It says failure to abide by above 



restrictions may result in disqualification


b) S. Rivera - I wanted to know why the 25-poster limit applies to 
groups that are trying to spread awareness, such as SOAR?



i. S. Drucker - The logic behind that was a lot of people 



thought the campus looked too cluttered as well as for 



environmental reasons.  We are in conversations with people 


about changing it, but the compromise they suggested 


was really supporting what wanted in the first place.  For a 


group like SOAR, that is much different, and these are some 


concerns we are facing.


c) S. Blumer - The best way to limit posters or publicity is for us to 

set a monetary amount clubs are allowed to spend on posters, and I 
think what we are doing is right, because if limitation is 100, they 
will print 100 posters even if I didn't want 100, and black and white 
won't work because I can just go to the library and print as many as 
I want.



i. S. Drucker - So do you recommend going through clubs 


budgets and making the monetary amounts smaller in order 


to limit?


d) S. Harper - If SGA could come up with ways to advertise without 
postering, that would be great.



i. C. Bretan - We have tried that, and it does go so far, but a 


lot of people just rely on posters.  We have a policy that 


exists that says you can't poster unless you have the name 


of the group and the date the event will happen.


e) S. Blumer - If we see a group that has a bunch of posters next to 
each other, do we take them down?



i. S. Schneider - we need to make sure posters come down 


when events are over.



ii. S. Langyintuo - After the event happens, members should 


go around and take their posters down.  Maybe there should 


be a fine or something if they don't have them down within a 


week.



ii. S. Blumer - Honestly, posters give our campus character 


and I think its great when there are posters everywhere.




-S. Schneider - But one of the groups had groups of 



posters everywhere




-S. Stark - I think that was effective.


f) S. Welsh - I think there needs to be a monetary limit.  Has it been 
brought up that there already is a limit by how much money you 
have?  Maybe something to bring to that would be to re-examine 
this in the spring. 



i. C. Bretan - This is something that needs to be reviewed this 

semester so that it can be implemented next semester.  


These changes will happen by next semester. The 



administrators we are speaking to about this are Dean 



Calhoun, Erica Fuller, Kim Marsella, and William Lewis.  I think 


this is a topic that we should all talk about in next senate if 


we can bring these administrators in next week.  Maybe if we 


can open a conversation with them, it will be more 



productive.




-S. Drucker - I think we should brainstorm before hand 



though.




-S. Cass-Antony - I think we as a body need to develop 



a consensus. 


g) S. Blumer - I think there is a broader question here of whether 

they have the authority to do this?



i. C. Bretan - They do have full authority to do this.  And they 

had the support of Executive Committee last year.




-S. Blumer - this screams to me imposition of SGA.



ii. S. Harper - What is their main concern?




-C. Bretan - It is a large conversation about waste.  



Having 30 posters in one area, that is wasteful.




-S. Cass-Antony - But when they are all in one area, it is 


better advertising than putting 40 separate ones 



around.


h) S. Drucker - How do we know that posters even make people 

come to events?  This is what we need to find out before we make 
a decision.


i) S. Curry - Was this passed as a resolution?



i. C. Bretan - This never came to senate.




-S. Cass- But they were under the impression that it 



had come to senate.


j) S. DeMartini - How welcoming will they be about this kind of 
discussion?



i. C. Bretan - This is not set in stone. They are willing to go 


for 50, and they still think that is excessive, while some 


students think 150 is not enough.



ii. S. Snow - This counts as the posters that we make 



ourselves?




-C. Bretan - This is primarily for clubs and 





organizations.


k) S. Curry - I work in Office Services, and I was just told to go 

around and tear down posters for events that have already gone 
on. What they are doing now is going around and tearing down off-
campus posters that were in the wrong place in Case.  It was 
mostly restaurants, etc.


l) C. Bretan motions to close discussion; discussion closed.

12. Announcements


a) S. Snow - junior class and maybe ICC is sponsoring a can drive 

next Monday.  There will be free pizza and a cappella and there will 
be  brown bag and when you are grocery shopping, pick up some 
canned goods to drop off. 


b) S. Stark - Moorebid is really soon.


c) S. Snow - Junior ring will be in the big gym this year, and there 
will be a flag football tournament.

13. Adjourn - 9:32pm
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