The Student Government

The 20th Senate, Eighth Session

Minutes

Date: Tuesday, November 3, 2009

Location: Ladd 307

Absent: S. Blumer, S. Coons, S. Rivera, S. Shifreen, S. Solomon

1. Call to Order - 8:02pm

2. Invocation - Read by S. Sasson

3. Attendance

4. Approval of the Agenda


a) S. Schneider motions to add New Business item a) Willingness-to-
Serve - Late Night Appointment: Brenden Hedblom; motion 
approved


b) S. Stark motions to remove New Business item c); motion 
approved

5. Approval of the Minutes


a) S. Lichtenberg motions to approve last week's minutes; minutes 
approved

6. Open Forum I

a) P. Kitchen - I serve on the IPP subcommittee on Admissions and Financial Aid, and we had a meeting last week.  I can send you guys the sheet with all the information on it, we talked about projected targets for last year and this year and the challenges the school is having with budget cuts.  They don't have paper applications and they haven't printed the catalogue. They have been having issues with London students, and have been working on increasing the number of high schools who have students apply to 850.  They have also been having issues with the New York State Governor proposing a mid-year state aid cut, but they are looking at different options to make more money for parents who have lost their jobs, and that's about it.

7. President's Report

a) C. Bretan - Not much happened last week, because I was sick but I still need help with Pavilion.  I will pass around the sign-up sheet for manning the voting booth in Case Center this week from 10am to 4pm.  Barb Schallehn offered to fill the spots if we don't fill them.  We'll have candy, a big sign, and it will just be one more way to get the word out.  We've gotten 60 yes's within the last 3 hours.  We're at 600 yes's total, and less than 50 no's.  This should be a short senate so let's try to keep it short, be as respectful as possible.  Attendance at senate is mandatory; if you are sick, you are allowed to have a proxy, but let me know 2 days in advance.  We have consistently started a little bit late, but let's try to start right at 8:00 from now on.  I am also disappointed that I haven't gotten many resolutions from senators.  Lastly, everyone needs to bring your binders to every senate.

    Executive Committee's Forum

a) S. Stark - I found out something interesting today.  Apparently, when you get locked out of your dorm, Campus Safety will not let you back into your room.  Res life is trying to work on it.

S. Welsh - Moorebid ball was great.  Thanks to everyone.

S. Drucker - Presidents' Council went well, we are working on the poster issue.

S. Stark - No one died at Moorebid.  There were somewhere between 4 and 9 hospitalizations, but they were all from the dorms, so we are not in trouble.

S. Schneider - I will get binders to those of you who don't have them, and we are working on plaques.

S. Stark - If any of your friends are complaining about the photo booth pictures that are online, have them e-mail the photo booth company and they will take them down, but we can't take down all of them.

8. Old Business

9. New Business


a) Willingness-to-Serve - Late Night Appointment: Brenden Hedblom

i. S. Brenner - Brenden Hedblom is a sophomore and is running for Treasurer of Late Night.  He has already been on SEC, and does a lot for Late Night, but wants to get more involved.

ii.  Mr. Hedblom - I became interested in this from being for part of SEC and wanting to get more involved.  Robin approached me and asked if I wanted to get involved with SEC, so I started calling people, booking shows, I am hoping the more I get involved, the more I'll have to offer.

iii. S. Welsh - Late Night has a pretty big budget, so what sort of things would you like to see?

-Mr. Hedblom - I always think the comedy shows go really well.  So far, I've booked 2 comedy shows, one with a New York comedian, and the other with comedian Bob Marley.  The hardest thing is finding a name that people are aware of and that people will come to.  It's always good to try to appeal to more than just one group of people.



iv. S. Sasson - What do you think is the best way to publicize 


an event?




-Mr. Hedblom - I've always thought flyers work really 



well.  I've tried with Lively Lucy's and its because 



people don't usually see that there is something going 



on.  Besides flyers, Skidmore Unofficial is always good.



v. S. Sasson motions to close; discussion closed.


b) Resolution 20-XX: Resolution to Amend Elections Policies and 

Procedures



i. S. Schneider - We have an amendment coming, I hope if 


anyone else has questions, they'll bring them up.  Is there 


anything unrelated to the write-in candidates issue that 


people would like to bring up?  We will move into talking 


about write-ins.  Looking at page 4, I proposed that we get 


rid of them, that was voted down, and now we will open it up 


for amendments.

ii. S. Cass-Antony - I would like to motion to make the amendment that I sent out last night.  I am perfectly happy to hear friendly amendments to it.  The rationale when writing this was that write-ins are useful in certain circumstances, and un-useful in others.  It's important that we keep them for certain circumstances, when people are sick, or think they could do better than someone who is already running.  Yes, it's harder, but that's intentional.  Because you didn't go through the process, it is inherently more of a challenge.



iii. S. Schneider - I would fully support this, but why not First 


Year Senators or Senators-at-Large?




-S. Cass-Antony - Because there could be several of 



these, and it would be very likely that they will be 



voted for no matter what.



iv. S. Curry - I was thinking write-ins should be allowed to run 


uncontested.  I was thinking we could either have a 



benchmark of 50 signatures, or whatever, the president of a 


hall has to get 150 signatures from that hall.  That might 


balance it out a little more.




-C. Bretan - Are you proposing an amendment to the 



amendment?




-S. Schneider - That worries me a little bit, because I 



don't know if you can get 100 people from a dorm to 



vote for you.



v. S. Bland - Under this, would write-in candidates still need to 

get signatures?




-S. Cass-Antony - I think another problem with write-ins 


getting signatures is that it's another way to get your 



name out there, that gives them another inherent 



advantage that they shouldn't necessarily have.  It will 



just give them the chance to run if they for some 



reason miss the deadline.



vi. S. Schneider - I think with that if we made them collect 


signatures, they would ask why they can't campaign like 


everyone else, too?




-S. Bland - I think it would just be more work they have 



to do.



vii. S. Snow - I think it's really hard to have a vote quota, and 


I still think write-ins are pointless.



viii. S. DeMartini - I was going to say that 50 signatures was 


the number that I thought was fair because of the low 



turnout.  I still think we could implement a percentage, but 


I'm starting to think write-ins are not worth the effort we're 


putting into this.



ix. S. Sasson - I am in favor of this amendment, but I think if 


we did end up keeping write-ins, the President should send 


out an e-mail with the candidates names.  That might be 


providing too much of an advantage, but I still think if you're 


allowing this person to run anyway, their name should be 


known to the student body.



x. S. Welsh - I think getting signatures is not getting 



permission to run, but getting permission to get your name 


on the ballot.  I am in favor of this amendment, in general.



xi. S. Lichtenberg - I am not in favor of this amendment.  I


think write-in candidates have gotten abuse over the years, 


and I think we should get rid of it altogether, and anyone who 

misses it can do it through Willingness-to-Serve.



xii. S. Harper - I am also not in favor of this, and I know this 


was brought up before, of extending the time, did that ever 


come of anything?




-S. Schneider - That would be something that the 



Communications and Outreach Committee would have 



to draft and put out there, but I just don't know where 



that would fit into the policies.



xiii. S. Cass-Antony - A lot of problems with elections in the 


past came the year that we had the VP of Communications 


run as a write-in.  Having elections that go through 3-week 


periods every month get a little excessive.  Its just very 


blurry, and it's hard to advertise because no one cares that 


much, and that's why it's important for people to take 



advantage of this.  The answer is to stop abusing the write-in 

candidacy, and this amendment stops that abuse.



xiv. S. Welsh - I want to second what S. Cass-Antony just 


said, and also as an example, Financial Policies and Procedures 

do have schedules, and maybe we should think about 



extending the period.



xv. S. Snow - Just to clarify, I think in the very rare situations 


that write-ins are necessary, you could have a special election 

to make sure the position is filled.  If someone is highly 



motivated, they should run the right way.



xvi. S. Lichtenberg motions to close discussion; objected.




-S. Cass-Antony - We just need to get this right.



xvii. S. Sasson - I will pose a straw pole to see where opinions 


lie.




-Number in favor of SGA President sending out a list of 



candidates' names - 8




-S. Cass-Antony - I think that's a policy we have to 



change somewhere else.  I don't necessarily know yet if 


I would support that, but it would be somewhere else.  



Yes, there are extenuating circumstances, but that 



doesn't mean they don't happen.  Basically, there is a 



purpose to write-in candidates that we don't think of.  



They do have them in real elections.  It helps get new 



people in.  I think there are a lot of plusses, and I don't 



see the minuses.  People would not and cannot abuse 



this anymore.



xviii. S. Welsh - The purpose of these elections is not to fill 


seats, it is to find the best candidates, and I don't see this 


hurting anyone.



xix. S. Wilson - If we have a write-in candidate that was not 


able to participate, how would the student body be aware 


that this person is the better candidate, because there is no 


way to say that this person coming in through write-in is the 


best?  I just don't see the point.




-S. Schneider - I don't know.  Maybe the fact that the 



write-in would have to get more votes than the actual 



candidate, and I would hope the personal interaction 



would help, but that is a good point.




-S. Cass-Antony - In the event that we do have a write-



in, they will have to convince a good number of people 



to vote for them.



xx. S. Stark motions to close discussion on amendment; 


discussion closed.



xxi. Amendment approved.



xxii. S. Bland motions to amend the Policies.  Put in a line for 


rules for write-in candidates that says they do not need to 


get signatures.  Language will read "Write-in Candidates are 


exempt from the signature collection requirement.  



Amendment approved.



xxiii. S. Bland motions to close discussion, discussion closed.



xxiv. Body votes to approve the Elections Policies and 



Procedures; document approved.

10. Open Forum II - no one for Open Forum II

11. Senators' Forum


a) S. Schneider - Please pass in your ballots for willingness late 
night.


b) S. Snow - I've been planning for Junior Ring, which costs a lot of 

money.  The budget is $6,000, and it looks like it will be about 

$8,400, so we will either have to charge for tickets, or we will have 
to get a supplemental from SGA.  This year, we have a lot more 
expenses, because the Fire Marshall came and said the small gym 
can only hold 700 people, so we need the big gym, which means 
that everything needs to be amped up because of space.  Pipe and 
drape will be substantially more expensive than it was last year.  We 
probably will come to senate for a supplemental anyway, but I just 
want to know how people feel about charging for tickets versus 
getting a larger supplemental, versus making junior ring less nice.


c) S. Welsh - This seems appropriate for you to bring to Budget and 
Finance.


d) C. Bretan - New senators, please come talk to me if you want to 
write resolutions.  Make sure you are here on time with your 
binders.  We are not having senate the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving.

12. Announcements


a) S. Schneider - Thanks for passing my resolution, everyone.


b) S. Langyintuo - Experience Africa is this Saturday night.

13. Adjourn - 9:00pm
