


The Farmier was lowered from the air to the ground. With sulien steps he salked
througeh the development that now covered his fand: the apartments. the stripmalls. the
parking lots. He squinted through dusty eves for any remainders, anything leltany hint
ol that which once was his. ilis path was the fading lines of the mighty crevasse. now
Closed tightdv and filled with cement: soon to be paved over to make another black road
‘o another vasis of human consumption. [is steps soon hita wall, the land™s boundary. a
spot where the fenee ol his farm oncee stood. Bverything bevond was white. blank as a
pace. irrelevant: it was arca bevond this world that no fonger under his control. At the
very edec ot the landscape. between his naked wes. The Farmer heard the rush ot fTowing

water through an untilicd hole in the crevasse the size of a thumb. He bent over and put

his car to the eround. closing his eves and enjoving the liquid melody the bubbled forth
for one last time. Te whispered inte the cround. thanking the water that had [Towed
beneath hin sustaming hime his father his familyv, and his ancestors. A shadow beoan (o
pass over him and he begeed final foraiveness of the land. The bubbling water tumed (o
drips. theno o nothing. He looked up as the shadow engulfed him entively: it was cast by

the man i the biack suit with a golden smile: shinime more brightly than ever. In his left

dadeed. in s rightca pen with a drop of black ink bubbling cagerly from the

hand he he
tip. The Farmer took the deed and pen and slowly seeibbled his name on a fine marked
SN a the battom of the otherwise blank white paee. Sull smiline. the man in the suit
took the pen and paper (rom The Farmer’s quaking hands. The Farmer beean o iloat
back into the atr, drifting farther asay trom the fand that onee was his. As evervthing
Caded towhite, he savw the man in the black sait kick a mound of dict into the thumb-sized

hofe, closine it forever silencing any drops that meeht have remained deep in the carth.



The Larmer awoke. drenched. Wiping his eves [rom sweat or tears hie Tooked at
his clock that Tashed 9: 34 am. He had slept through his alarm: overstept. Tle never
oversfept. He tried to dress quickly. ignoring panicked thoughts about the vivid new
depths to which his recurrime nightmare had taken him. He roused his wile as he faced
up hix boots, Pulling a wool sweater over his head, he chanced a peek through the
hedroom window and sass that a biting ramn and strong winds had forced the covws buck to
their shelters. He leaned closer w the alass panes. wiptngz away the foe of his breath. An
unfamihiar car ssas parked at the edee o his drivewas: a man was getting out of it J'he

man shut the door and walked briskly up the path towards the house. He grimaced with a

perfectly white smile as the wind chilled him through the dark fabric of his jackew In his
feit hand he carried a black umbrellas shielding his body from the water’s touch. In his

rieht hand. his knuckles turned white as they tichtened their grip on the handle ol a black

leather briefease.
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