
·.ccusions. on  like this. 11K' Farmer had sluud h) his bedroom \\ indow. watching 

IS 111-: lights with their warm and piercing gll)\\s seemed ttl shine more brightl) and ever 

nearer 1\) his  scattering the shadows that tile stal ks or corn wrought under the moun. 

I lc had gnl\\n Lip \\ ith men lIpUI1 \VJ1l1se farms the g11l1stly huildings nov. st\lud: 

his luther had gw\\n up with their lathers. I lc hud seen the men weeping their tears into 

their Ll11d lor the 1:Isl lime as they sign-:d their livelihoods away, signed   piece of 

barren. i\ Iarmcr cannot compete against bigger corporate lanus. Iarm-, that cun consume 

the market [\11' dairy and ICed. i\ larmcr cannot alford his mortgages when he is taxed 

\\ ith kes lor cvcr-urov, in:, regulations and technologies. lo sell his farm and move to 

unothcr line otwork is the ()nl) choice a farmer has len for himselfand his  

that that hailed lrom banks or brick. bank." that had bought out his counterparts. \kn 

.ulorncd in black suits and white smiles had conic. l\lYering til buy the Iarm for more and 

more, :lgain and again, even as its crops and cows yielded less and less, For  time. The 

I-armcr be1icvcd hi ruse1L be Iicvcd  t 1he choice he had made was perm anent. and tha: 

the land nl' his anccstor-: would become the land (II' his children, Yet tonight when he 

10\lked upon his laud. he saw tha: the n1\)OI1 that once illuminated his fields had a  

al \\n(l: he knc« he couldn't pretend 1\) bclicv c in hi.s decision allY lonccr. 



Pdrkin~ lots. I lc squinted through dusty eyes tor any remainders. an:thin~ lett. any hint 

.ilrhat which (1IKe was his. [lis path \\as the I:ldin~ lines ofthe mighty crevasse. 11llW 

d(\sed ti~htly and filled with cement; soon to he paved over to make another black m,ld 

(\ another \laSIS 01'human consumption. l lis steps soon hit a wall, the land's boundarj. a 

'1111t \\ here the fence ol his Iarm once stO(1d. h'l'rything bcvond was white. blank as a 

\ '-'I'> l'dgl' or the landscape. hctwccn his naked toes, The larmcr heard the rush o lIlov, illg 

water through an untilled hole in the crevasse the size ora thumb. I lc bent \)\C1' and put 

his car II) the gruund. clusing his eyes and Cllj,)yillg the liquid melody the bubbled forth 

11)1' 111K' last time. j le whispered into the gn'L1111L thanking the water that had Ilowcd 

beneath him. sustaining him. his lather. his (amily. and his ancestors. \ shadow began [(1 

pass over him and he hegged final rurgi\eness olthe land. The bubbling water turned to 

till' man in the black suit with a golden smile: shining more hri~h{ly than ever. In his lclt 

hand he held a deed, in his right a pen with a drop ofblack ink bubbling l'agcrly lrom the 

tip. ihc lurmcr tonk the (ked and pen and ~1()1\ly scribbled his name on a line marked 



The Iurmcr awoke. drenched. \V'iping his eyes lrom s\Veat or tears he I,l,)ked at 

his clock that Ilashed l):.\.~ am. lie had slept through his alarm: overslept. l Ic never 

overslept. He tried to dress quickly. ignming panicked thoughts about the \ ivid ncv, 

depths 1(1 which his recurring nightmare had taken him. He roused his \ViI\.; ~lS he laced 

lip his b'l(lt:--. Pulling a \\o()l sweater over his head. he chanced a peck !hwugh the 

hcdnHH1l \\illlll'\\ and sa\\ that a biting ruin and stnmg winds had forced the cows hack to 

their shellers. He leaned closer tu the glass panes. \\ipitl::'- away the !;\2:' ul'his breath. /\11 

unfamiliar C;1r \\~lS parked at the edge othis drive way: a man \\as g':lling our (\1' it. lhc 

nun shut till' (/(\(\1' and walked briskly up the path !lmards the house. lie gril1lC1ced with a 

perfectly \\ hitc Sill ilc ;tS the wind chilled him through the dark fabric (\1' his jacket. 111 his 

kit hand he carried a black umbrella. shielding his body from the water« touch. In his 

right hand. his knuckles turned white as they tightened their i:!rip (1I1 the handle or a black 

leather l-riefcu-.c. 
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