Honors Convocation Prize Descriptions

(Listed alphabetically by Academic Department or Program)

American Studies Prize:

American Studies Faculty Award

  Awarded to a graduating senior for academic excellence and growth in the major.

Art & Art History Prizes:

S. Michael Eigen '87 Prize in Art History

  Established by Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Eigen and awarded by the College on the recommendation of the Department of Art and Art History to an outstanding art history major.

The Marguerita Mergentime Award

  Established by Irving I. and Nancy Mergentime Silverman '40, in memory of Mrs. Silverman's mother, and awarded to a student who does the best work in textile design.

The Dorothy Dryfoos Olsan '41 Prize in Jewelry and Metalsmithing

  Established in memory of Dorothy Dryfoos Olsan '41, and awarded annually to a student who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in jewelry and metalsmithing. 

Jesse Solomon Memorial Award 

  Given by Ann Laurie Solomon '74 in honor of her father, and awarded to the senior who shows promise in painting.

Barbara GreeneWild Award in Ceramics

  Awarded to a student who has excelled in ceramics.

Pamela Weidenman '72 Memorial Prize

  Awarded to an outstanding senior art major who has achieved excellence in lithography and/or printmaking.

The Whitman Family Art History Prize

  Awarded by the Department of Art and Art History to a student who completes an outstanding project in an art history course.

Biology Prizes:

Dowd-Lester Award

  Established in honor of the Dowd and Lester families to recognize an outstanding senior biology major or combined major.

Donald W. Pyle Memorial Award

  Established in memory of Donald W. Pyle, Assistant Professor of Biology, 1977-1979, to recognize outstanding student research in biology.

Chemistry Prizes:

The Charlotte W. Fahey Prize

  Established in honor of Charlotte W. Fahey, Professor of Chemistry, 1937-1975, by her colleagues and friends, and awarded annually to two outstanding seniors in the Department of Chemistry.

Jo C. Hebard '69 Memorial Prize

  Awarded to an outstanding senior who, through academic achievement and community service, demonstrates particular promise of making a significant contribution in the field of health and human services.

Classics Prize:
Helga B. Doblin Prize in Classics

  Established to honor Helga B. Doblin, Professor of German, linguistics, Greek, and Latin, 1966-1981, and awarded to a senior classics major who has demonstrated academic excellence in ancient languages and literatures as well as classical civilization.

Dance Prize:
Margaret Paulding Award in Dance

  Established in memory of Margaret Paulding, Professor of Physical Education and Dance, 1937-1973, and Chair of the Department of Physical Education and Dance, 1958-1968, to recognize outstanding student performance, choreography, and/or research in dance.

Economics Prize:

The William E. Weiss Memorial Award in Economics

  Established in honor of William E. Weiss, father of Arturo Peralta-Ramos III '74, and awarded in recognition of outstanding accomplishment by a major or combined major in the field of economics.
Education Prize:

John P. Shepard Prize in Education Studies

  Established by Virginia Payne Morse '63 in memory of Professor Jack Shepard, faculty member in the Department of Education, 1960-1977, and Director of the Elementary Education Program, 1960-1966. Given to the student who has demonstrated outstanding performance, potential and commitment to education and working with children, leadership among peers, and superior performance in both academic achievement and field work in education
English Department Prizes:

The Edwin Moseley Prize in English

  Established in honor of Edwin Moseley, Provost and Dean of Faculty, 1961-1978, and awarded to a senior in English who has shown outstanding promise as a literary critic, scholar, or artist, and who intends to pursue graduate studies or a career in writing.

Frances Steloff Poetry Prize

  Established by Miss Frances Steloff, longtime friend and benefactor of Skidmore College, and awarded annually to a student who has shown promise and superior work in the writing of poetry.

Denise Marcil '74 Prize for Fiction Writing

  Awarded annually to a student for a fiction manuscript or set of manuscripts that reveal a sensitivity to theme, structure, characterization, and language found in serious fiction written in English.

The Sara Bennett '92 Prize for Fiction

  Established in memory of Sara Bennett '92, and awarded to a student who has excelled in the writing of fiction.

The Joseph C. Palamountain Jr. Prose Awards

  Established in honor of Joseph C. Palamountain, President of Skidmore College, 1965-1987, and awarded to the students submitting the best examples of expository prose in English, unrestricted as to subject matter.

The Sally Chapman Thompson '48 Prize in Literature

  Established by Kenneth Thompson in memory of Sally Chapman Thompson '48, and awarded to the student who has excelled as a critic or scholar during his/her career as an English major. 

Exercise Science Prize:

Margaret Paulding Award in Exercise Science

  Established in memory of Margaret Paulding, Professor of Physical Education, 1937-1973 and Chair of the Department of Physical Education and Dance, 1958-1968, to recognize outstanding student research in exercise science.

Foreign Languages and Literatures Prizes:

Consulate General Prize in German

  Awarded to an outstanding student of German in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.

The Lynne L. Gelber Prize in French

Awarded to an outstanding senior French major in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.

The Sonja P. Karsen Prize in Spanish

  Established in honor of Sonja P. Karsen, Professor of Spanish, 1957-1987, by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, and awarded annually in recognition of outstanding accomplishment by a senior major.

Istituto Italiano Di Cultura Award
  Awarded for outstanding accomplishment by a student in Italian.

Geology Prizes:

Roy T. Abbott III '78 Memorial Prize

  Awarded to the senior geology major who has demonstrated the most enthusiasm and improvement in the undergraduate program.

Mente Et Malleo Award 

  Awarded to a senior on the basis of excellence in independent research projects in geology.

Government Prizes:

The Henry C. Galant Prize

  Established in honor of Henry C. Galant, Professor of Government, 1954-1986, and awarded to a government major who has excelled in the study of comparative politics.

The Susan Riley Gunderson '64 Prize

  Established by Mr. and Mrs. Neil Riley, and awarded to a major in government for outstanding work in the field of American government.

The Erwin L. Levine Prize in Government

  Established in honor of Erwin L. Levine, Professor of Government, 1961-88, and awarded to a major in government who has done outstanding work in political theory, preferably in American political thought.

The Henry T. Moore Prize in Government

  Established in honor of Henry T. Moore, President of Skidmore College, 1925-1957, and awarded to a government major who has excelled in the study of international relations.

History Prizes:

The Alice Farwell Warren Prize

  Established in honor of Alice Farwell Warren, Professor of History, 1937-1962, by an anonymous donor, and awarded annually to an outstanding student in history.

The Lee History Prize

  Established in honor of Gladys and Gordon Lee, parents of Patricia-Ann Lee, Professor of History, who joined the faculty in 1967, and awarded to an outstanding student in English or European history.

Interdisciplinary:

The Joseph Garrison Parker Prize

  Established in honor of Joseph Garrison Parker, M.D., brother of Cyrena Parker Konecky '46, and awarded to a junior or senior who not only excels in his or her science major but also shows promise in fine arts and/or music.

International Affairs Prize:

Jerome Solomon Ginsberg Memorial Award in International Affairs

  Established by Professor Roy H. Ginsberg and family in memory of his father, Lt. Jerome Solomon Ginsberg (1928-1962), who served in the United States Army of Occupation in Germany after World War II, and awarded to an International Affairs junior or senior for academic excellence in the study of International Affairs.

Management and Business Prizes:

The Seymour and Sylvia Goldman Memorial Prize

  Established by the family of Seymour and Sylvia Goldman in their memory by their daughter and son-in-law, Jay and Linda Goldman Tanenbaum ’60. Awarded to the outstanding senior in the Department of Management and Business.

The Jefferson Huff '88 Prize in Business

  Established by the family and friends of Jeff Huff '88, and awarded to a junior or senior business student who has a distinguished academic record and has produced an outstanding project in business.

The Gail Moran Morton '60 Prize

  Awarded to a junior or senior whose excellence in the business major has been combined with a particularly broad liberal arts program of study, and who demonstrates the humanistic concern for personal and community relationships that embodies the spirit of the liberal arts and that we associate with the memory of Gail Moran Morton ’60.

The Wall Street Journal Award

  Awarded by the Department of Management and Business to a student whose outstanding academic achievement and interest in applied management have been evident throughout his or her career at Skidmore.

Math and Computer Science Prizes:

The Alan M. Turing Prize in Mathematics and Computer Science

  Established by Professor of Computer Science Robert P. DeSieno, who joined the faculty in 1983, and Marcia Barrett DeSieno, and awarded annually to a student who displays excellence in the study of mathematics or computer science.

The Gladys Gillman Taylor '48 Prize in Mathematics

  Awarded to a junior or senior in Mathematics or Computer Science for outstanding creative work. This work may be of various types, including independent or joint research, problem solving, software design, presentations at meetings, participation in competitions, or other activities that contribute to the intellectual life of the Department.

Music Prizes:

Barbara Gruntal Allen '35 Prize

  Awarded to a student who has demonstrated excellence in the study of voice and has made a considerable contribution to the Music Department and to the furtherance of musical activities at the College.

The Louis Edgar Johns Award

 Established in honor of Louis Edgar Johns, Professor of Music, 1923-1956, by Mrs. Johns, and awarded annually by the Department of Music to the outstanding Music major or minor in piano.

Herman Joseph Muller Prize

  Established by Helen T. Muller Rigo '39 in memory of her father, and awarded to the outstanding senior major in the Department of Music.

Neuroscience Prize:

The Hartnett Prize in Neuroscience

 Established in honor of Bill and Teresa Hartnett, who were strong proponents of undergraduate education, by their daughter, Professor of Psychology Mary Ann Foley, and awarded annually to a senior who conducts neuroscience research of outstanding quality.
Philosophy Prize:

Cooper-Barnett Prize in Philosophy

  Established by E. Darnell Rucker, Professor of Philosophy, 1968-1991, and Joy Barnett Rucker, and friends of Mary Cooper Barnett, and awarded to an outstanding senior student with a major or combined major in philosophy.

Physics Prize:

The Eleanor A. Samworth Prize in Physics

  Established in honor of Eleanor A. Samworth, Professor of Chemistry 1964-1994, by her colleagues and friends, and awarded to an outstanding senior major in physics. 

Psychology Prizes:

The Amy Eisenberg '72 Memorial Award

  Established by Mr. and Mrs. Stanford E. Eisenberg in memory of their daughter, Amy Eisenberg '72, and awarded to a junior or senior who submits a proposal for research in educational psychology

The Michele Kelly '72 Memorial Award

  Established by Amy Eisenberg in honor of Michele Kelly, and awarded annually to a student in the Department of Psychology on the basis of excellence in independent research within the Department

The Krawiec Psychology Prize

  Established in honor of Theophile S. Krawiec, Professor of Psychology, 1945-1978, and awarded to a Psychology major at the end of the junior year who has achieved excellence in work in the field.

The Krawiec Scholar

  Established in honor of Theophile S. Krawiec, Professor of Psychology, 1945-1978, and awarded annually to a graduating Psychology major to support advanced study in the field.

The Caren Lane Sass '35 Award in Psychology

  Established by Doris Hochstadter Haas '35, in memory of her classmate Caren Lane Sass '35, and awarded to the senior major in the Department of Psychology who shows great promise for future achievement.

Scholar Athlete Award:

The Tim Brown Scholar Athlete Award

 Established by Professor P. Timothy Brown, Skidmore Director of Athletics, 1980-2002, and awarded annually to a senior who exhibits an outstanding level of dedication, discipline, and accomplishment in both his or her academic and athletic pursuits at Skidmore.

 Sociology, Anthropology & Social Work Prizes:

The Hilda Bashevkin Betten '39 and Morris H. Betten Award in Social Work

  Awarded to a graduating senior who has shown outstanding interest and achievement in the study of social work at Skidmore College.

The O. Roger Gallagher Memorial Prize

  Established by the family and friends of O. Roger Gallagher, Professor of Anthropology, 1959-1975, and awarded annually to an outstanding student in anthropology.

The Everett V. Stonequist Award

  Established by the family and friends of Everett V. Stonequist, Professor of Sociology at Skidmore, 1930-1970, and awarded annually to a graduating senior who has shown outstanding interest and achievement in the study of sociology at Skidmore.

The Nancy Beth Rautenberg '83 Memorial Award 

  Given to a graduating senior Sociology major who has combined commitment to the study of Sociology at Skidmore College with active student leadership.

Theater Prizes:

The Margaret Ellen Clifford Memorial Prize in Theater

  Established in honor of Margaret Ellen Clifford, Professor of Theater and Chair of the Department, 1952-1971, and awarded annually to an outstanding junior or senior theater major.

The Theater Prize

  Established by Theater alumni and faculty and awarded in recognition of a senior theater major who has shown excellence and commitment within a particular concentration in the major.

Women's Studies Prize:

The E. Beverly Field Women's Studies Award

  Established in honor of E. Beverly Field, Professor of Biology, 1943-1974, by Sabra J. Hook and the Women's Studies Committee, and given annually to a student who submits the most outstanding paper or project in the area of women's studies.

