ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES

Skidmore offers a number of academic support services which are available to all students.  As you plan your academic program at the College, keep in mind that the following resources may be helpful to you.

· Peer Tutors are students recommended by faculty and instructed in tutoring techniques by the Office of the Dean of Studies to work individually with students in specific courses.  Peer tutors are available for course work in all disciplines.  Students may request a tutor in the Office of Student Academic Services.  There is no fee for tutoring services.
· Scribner Seminar Peer Mentors – Peer Mentors, assigned to some of the Scribner Seminars, provide assistance to students facing the challenges and stimulation of the Seminars and the transition to college. Peer mentors serve as models for the first-year students as they engage in creative, intellectual inquiry. Their experience as more advanced students, selected both for their academic achievement and their ability to steer new students to effective engagement, makes them a powerful mechanism for enhancing the education of new Skidmore students. Peer mentors bridge the space between the classroom and the residence hall by serving as academic and social role models for the first year student, and they support new students’ transition to college by encouraging their integration into the larger community of scholars through the promotion of academic and cocurricular opportunities. Peer mentors act as liaisons between Scribner Seminar faculty instructors and administrative staff. For more information, contact Michael Arnush, Director of the First-Year Experience and Associate Professor of Classics.

·  The Writing Center - The Writing Center offers students individual help in any academic and personal writing projects.  Maintained by the English Department and directed by Philip Boshoff, Associate Professor of English, the Writing Center is located in Ladd Hall, Room 321.  Skidmore sophomores, juniors and seniors majoring in subjects across the disciplines staff the Writing Center.  Tutors are especially effective in helping students generate ideas, organize material, and clarify writing style.  The Writing Center is not a proofreading service, but tutors will answer students’ questions about grammar, punctuation, and effective style.  Whether students are new to college writing or already accomplished writers, they will find that a one-to-one meeting with a Writing Center tutor will help them become better, more self-sufficient writers.  The Writing Center is open daily, afternoons and evenings.  Students may call extension 4331 (580-7400, X4331 from off campus) to make an appointment or they may walk in for tutoring during open hours. 

· The Charlotte M. Lanzit Center For Computers and Writing - The Charlotte M. Lanzit Center for Computers and Writing (Palamountain Hall 302) is the English Department's classroom dedicated to writing and information technology.  When writing classes are not meeting there, the Lanzit  Center provides students with a comfortable environment in which to use computers for academic or personal writing projects.  One of the fully networked computer labs on campus, the Lanzit Center supports 18 Dell PCs, a Hewlett Packard text and image scanner, and a Hewlett Packard Laser Jet 4000TN printer.  Students can use Windows XP and Microsoft Word to compose and revise their work. In addition, students can explore the Internet from the Lanzit Center: researching on the World Wide Web with Internet Explorer, connecting to libraries and data bases, consulting online course materials, and communicating with faculty, students, and friends on e-mail.

· The Foreign Language Resource Center - The FLRC accommodates a twenty-station Mac lab/multimedia classroom (Bolton 380) providing access to electronic materials developed by Skidmore faculty, commercially produced language software, foreign language word processing programs, as well as access to the Internet.  The multimedia classroom is equipped with multi-region DVD and VCR players with large screen projection.  The student stations also include traditional language lab cassette recorders with headsets for intensive language practice.  In addition to the Bolton 380 classroom, the Foreign Language Resource Center (Bolton 381) has four open stations with audio equipment and computers for use by students on a drop-in basis.  The Bolton 381 area also offers a lounge area for viewing foreign videos (VHS and DVD) and TV from foreign stations received by satellite.  A center work area houses the audio collection, software, textbooks, laser printer, student assistants’ workstation, TV-VCR, multistandard VCR, and a high-speed cassette dubber.  There is also a workroom for the production of multimedia materials, equipped with computers, a scanner, TV-VCR, mini-dv camcorders, and hardware and software to support digitizing and editing video and audio materials.  Director of the Resource Center is Cindy Evans.
· The MCS Peer Tutoring and Computing Lab - Harder Hall, is operated by the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science to provide tutorial and computing support for courses in Mathematics and Computer Science.  The lab is equipped with Dell personal computers which are connected to the campus network.  Quantitative Reasoning Tutors are available to assist students working to satisfy QR1, and, in addition, peer tutors are provided to assist students enrolled in departmental courses.

· Disabilities Support - The College’s Coordinator for Students with Disabilities arranges for academic accommodations and assists students with other disability-related issues. Sufficiently current documentation is required in order to apply for status as a student with a disability at Skidmore. Useful information is on the College’s website, through the Current Students link to the Dean of Studies. Students should contact Cynthia Guile, Office of Student Academic Services, Starbuck Center (X8150), for further assistance.
· The Office of Student Academic Services offers a wide variety of services to improve academic skills and help students take full advantage of the academic opportunities available at Skidmore. The office serves any student interested in improving his/her academic performance, attending graduate school, or working as a tutor on campus. Current services include: peer tutoring; one-on-one or small group academic support; advising and support to international students, non-HEOP/AOP minority students, and athletes; support for students with disabilities; advising on a select number of scholarships (e.g., Goldwater, Madison, Marshall, Mellon, Rhodes, Rotary, and Truman); ESL support (including additional professional tutoring support available in the Writing Center); support to some students on waivers, returning from medical leaves, and recipients of Unsatisfactory Work Notices.



