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Periclean, Skidmore’s academic honor society, announces the Periclean Scholar Award Competition for 2005-2006.  Held annually, the competition awards up to four prizes ($200 each) to seniors for distinguished senior projects.  The purpose of the Scholar Awards Program is to recognize excellence through an outstanding senior project, and to share the honor of this achievement by sponsoring a ceremonial presentation of the project open to the College community.

The Society invites faculty to submit outstanding senior projects (a culminating thesis, research project, performance, exhibit) and nominating letters no later than Friday, April 21, 2006, to the Office of the Dean of Studies.  The date of a nominated performance or exhibit (as in Art, Music, Dance, Theater) must be submitted at least two weeks in advance of the performance or presentation.  Nominating letters should describe the particular strengths of the senior project and offer a context to help guide members of the Periclean review committee.  Detailed guidelines on preparing a nominating letter are printed on the back of this announcement.

The three student officers of Periclean, four faculty members, and the advisor to the Periclean Honor Society will select winners.  Award recipients will be announced in early May, and on Friday, May 19, the academic community will be invited to attend a presentation of the winning projects.

We encourage senior project advisors to be aware of the April 21 deadline (to which all faculty were alerted on December 6, 2005) and to advise their students that eligible projects must be completed by that date.  Partially finished projects cannot be submitted for the Scholar Awards.  If you have any questions, please call Tina Levith in the Dean of Studies Office at extension 5720.

Periclean Scholar Awards

Guidelines for Nominating Letters
Letters from faculty who nominate candidates for the Periclean Scholar Awards play a critical role in preparing and informing the selection committee. Composed as it is of the President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer of the Periclean Honor Society, the Advisor to the Society, and four members of the faculty, none of whom may be experts in the nominated fields, the committee requires letters which help make the case for nominees. It will use these letters as guides to the nominated projects.

We also ask that you give serious consideration to the following issues which have been raised by Periclean Executive Committee members. If a student is nominated by more than one faculty member of the same department, we would ask those faculty to meet and try to come to a consensus about which project is more worthy of the nomination. In the case of collaborative work, we recommend only one nomination per project. If two students jointly author a paper stemming from collaborative research, the committee would consider awarding one prize for the two to share. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we ask faculty to act as authoritative arbiters when considering a series of projects of like nature. The committee strongly suggests no more than one submission per faculty member per field.  Also, please alert your nominee to the expectation that if presented with a Periclean Scholar Award, he/she will give a presentation of the project to the Skidmore community during Graduation Weekend.

Among the questions which nominating letters should address are:

1.
How does this project (program, exhibit, performance) meet the demands of the course,

independent study, or field experience that the student undertook?

2.
How creative or imaginative are the conception and execution of the project?

3.
What is the level of difficulty of the project in general and how does it compare with the

level of difficulty of other senior projects undertaken in your department at Skidmore?

4.
How much assistance has the student received from the faculty supervisor or collaborator?

5.
What does the project contribute to the field?

6.
What is it that makes the paper, experiment, performance, or exhibit truly memorable?

7.
In the case of one-time performances or exhibits, upon which the selection committee

members base their judgments, nominators might also provide a retrospective evaluation.

PLEASE SUBMIT 3 COPIES OF ANY

WRITTEN PROJECT.

