CC200 Classical World: Cicero’s Political Career through his Letters

	106 
	Born at Arpinum

	90
	Serves in the army

	80s
	Educated in philosophy, law and rhetoric

	81
	Delivers first courtroom speech (pro Quinctio)

	79-77
	Studies philosophy and rhetoric in Athens (meets lifelong friend Atticus) and Rhodes, where a teacher proclaims, "Certainly, Cicero, I congratulate you and I am amazed at you. It is Greece and her fate that I am sorry for. The only glories left to us were our culture and our eloquence. Now I see that these too are going to be taken over in your person by Rome" (Plutarch Life of Cicero 4).

	75
	Elected quaestor (financial officer) in Sicily and begins march up cursus honorum

	70
	Prosecutes Verres, provincial governor of Sicily (Against Verres I, pp. 37-38):

	
	“This belief is on everyone’s tongue, at Rome and even in foreign countries … that in these courts … even the worst criminal will never be convicted provided that he has money …. Here is a man whose life and actions the world has already condemned … I, gentlemen, am his prosecutor, and the people of Rome are strongly and confidently on my side …. I am eager to remove your bad reputation … [and Verres’ crime] provides you the opportunity … to regain the favour of Romans and the outside world alike.”

	65
	Son Marcus born

	63
	Serves as consul and suppresses conspiracy of Catiline

	62
	Letter to Pompey in Asia Minor (pp. 61-62):

	
	“I can only assure you that your private letter to me was also welcome – although it only contained a slender indication of your regard for myself. However, what pleases me most in the world is feeling that I have done the right thing by other people, and if on any occasion I do not receive the same return I am perfectly satisfied that the balance of services rendered should be on my side. Besides, even if my unremitting efforts on your behalf have not altogether succeeded in attaching you to me, I am convinced that our country’s needs will bring us together and make us close associates.

… I have achieved things for which I had hoped, in view of our relationship and the national interest, to find some word of congratulation in your letter. I expect you left it out in case you should cause someone offence. But I must tell you that the reaction to what I did to save our country has been universally favourable. When you come home you will, I know, realize that what I did was brave, as well as wise; and so I am confident that you will be happy to let me join you as a political ally as well as a friend.”

	60
	First Triumvirate: Caesar, Pompey, Crassus

	59
	Letter to Atticus while travelling to Greece (pp. 63-64):

	
	“I have received several letters from you, and they gave me an idea of the anxious suspense with which you are waiting for news. Every single outlet is blocked to us. And yet far from refusing to be slaves we fear death or exile as greater evils than slavery, when they are really much smaller ones. That is how things are: everyone groans about the situation, and not a voice is raised to suggest remedies for it.

What those in charge have in mind, I suspect, is to make sure that there is nothing left which anyone else besides themselves might be able to offer as a bribe! … The people are free enough in their feeling, while their capacity for courageous action … is muzzled. … In general, things have come to this: there can be no hope of either private individuals or even state officials being free much longer.

Yet amid all this oppression there is more free speech than ever, at any rate at social gatherings and parties. Indeed, people’s indignation is beginning to outweight their fright; though on all sides there is nothing but utter despair.

	
	Declines to support the triumvirate since it undermined his efforts to preserve the concordia ordinum or “harmony of the orders”

	58-51
	Caesar subdues Gaul

	58
	Clodius’ consulship, leading to Cicero’s exile in Greece

	
	Letter to Terentia, Tullia and Marcus from Thessalonica (pp.65-67):

	
	“If I could only believe that fate alone is responsible for all that has happened, as you say in your letter, I would bear it a little more easily. But it is all my own fault! I thought people loved me when they were really jealous of me, and as for those who did want me, I refused to join them. If only I had acted upon my own judgment, and been less influenced by the advice of friends who were misguided and advisers who were unscrupulous, my life would now be a happy one.

… If we can rely on all the tribunes …and above all on Pompey and Caesar, there is no need to despair.”

	57
	Recalled from exile

	56
	Renews his political activity, opposing the Triumvirs despite their efforts to include him; Triumvirate renewed (Letter to Atticus from Antium, pp. 68-69):

	
	“Well: I have nibbled enough at the bitter pill, and must now swallow it – but I felt that my recntation was just a trifle discreditable! However, to every course of action that is far, straightforward or honest, we must say goodbye. One simply cannot credit the treacherous behaviour of those ‘leaders’ [i.e., the conservative Senatorial faction in support of the Republic] – as they claim to be, and would be if there was any loyalty in them. I had a feeling, in fact I was in no doubt, that they had only led me on in order to desert me and throw me aside. Yet, in spite of that, I had decided to work with them politically. But they have turned out exactly the same as ever.

So now finally I have come to my senses – guided by you. You will answer that your advice did not go further than suggesting that I should refrain from speaking – you did not advise that I should write instead! But the fact is that I wanted to commit myself thoroughly to this new alignment, so that I should deprive myself of any chance of slipping back to those other people – who even now, when they ought to be feeling sorry for me, persist in their jealous attitude.

All the same, I have been moderate in my ‘deification’ [of Pompey, or Caesar, in a letter]. Yes, you will say, but I have committed it to writing …. Since the powerless do not want to be my friends, I must make sure that the powerful are! You will say: ‘I wish you had done so long ago.’ I know that you wanted me to, and that I have been an utter fool. But now it is high time for me to be friends with myself and my own interests, since I cannot possibly be with the other lot.”

	51-49
	Governor of province of Cilicia in Asia Minor

	49
	Civil war breaks out between Caesar and Pompey on January 10th when Caesar crosses the Rubicon (alea iacta est, “The die is cast”). Pompey flees Rome (Letter to Cicero, general, from Pompey, proconsul, from Canusium):

	
	“I urge you strongly, in the name of your exceptional and unceasing patriotism, to come to us so that we can plan together how to help and rescue our sorely afflicted country.”

	49
	Pompey evacuates Italy, abandoning an army in Corfinium which surrenders to Caesar (Letter to Atticus from Formiae, pp. 78-79):

	
	“What a disgrace! – and, consequently, what misery. For my own feeling is that disgrace is the ultimate misery, or even the only one.
Pompey cherised Caesar, suddenly became afraid of him, refused all peace terms, failed to prepare for war, evacuated Rome, culpably lost Picenum, got himself tied up in Apulia, then went to Greece without getting in touch with us or letting us know anything about his unprecedented plan upon which so much depended ….

I had almost come to believe that the Right Thing to Do had flashed before his eyes, and that Pompey – the man Pompey ought to be – had cried: ‘Let them devise their uttermost to meet this occasion; let them exert their every wile against me: yet Right is on my side’ [a quote from Euripides]. But Pompey bids Right a long farewell, and is off to Brundisium …. What a melancholy business!

	
	Two weeks later he states his political philosophical principles (see his Letter to Atticus from Formiae, p. 80)


	
	One week later (Letter to Caesar, general to general, pp. 81-82):

	
	“When I read your letter …in which you requested me to come to Rome, it did not surprise me that you wanted to utilize my ‘advice and position’ … my ‘influence’ and ‘support.’ However, my hopes – and I based them on your outstanding and admirable statesmanship – made me conclude that what you aimed at was peace, and agreement and harmony among Romans ….

I have always advocated peace …I have taken no part in the hostilities from their outset …. How … can I best be enabled to behave decently, gratefully and dutifully to Pompey …? However, I suggest that your honour and the national interest are also at stake; and what they demand is that I, who am a friend of peace and of you both, should receive every protection from you in my efforts to achieve a reconciliation between yourself and Pompey, and peace for the people of Rome …. I beg you to give me the opportunity of fulfilling my obligation to Pompey ….

	
	One month later, Caesar threatens Cicero against joining Pompey in Greece (Letter from Caesar, general, to Cicero, general, on the march, pp. 83-84):

	
	“[I] urge, in the name of our friendship, that you should not make any move, now that things have gone my way, which you did not see fit to make while matters were undecided. For, everything having manifestly turned out to our advantage and the disadvantage of the other side, you will have seriously damaged the good relations between our two selves – as well as acting against your own interests – if you display resistance to the trend of events ….

Our friendship entitles me to ask you not to do it. Besides, what could be more appropriate for a man of peace and integrity, and a good citizen, than to keep out of civil disturbance? … Weigh up the evidence provided by my career and by your own assessment of our friendly relations, and you will find abstention from the quarrel the safest and most honourable course.”

	49
	Cicero joins Pompey in Greece. Caesar elected dictator, defeats Pompey and the Republicans in Greece at Pharsalus, and pardons Cicero.

	48
	Pompey commits suicide in Egypt. Cicero returns to Italy

	47
	Caesar conquers Egypt and installs Cleopatra as queen

	46
	Divorces Terentia and marries young ward Publilia. Caesar dictator for ten years

	45
	His daughter Tullia dies; divorces Publilia. Caesar dictator for life.

Entertains Caesar at his villa in Puteoli (Letter to Atticus, pp. 89-90):

	
	“A formidable guest, yet no regrets! For everything went pleasantly indeed …. He ate and drank without reservation and at his ease. It was a sumptuous dinner and well-served … with good talk and in a word agreeable …. In other words, we were human beings together. Still, he was not the sort of guest to whom you would say ‘do please come again on your way back.’ Once is enough! We talked no serious politics, but a good deal about literary matters …. I found it a bother, as I have said, but not disagreeable.”

	44
	Ides of March (Letter to Atticus from Lanuvium, April 9 or 10):

	
	“What distresses me is something which never happened in any other state, that the recovery of freedom did not mean the revival of free government. It is dreadful what talk and threats are going around; and I am afraid of a war ….

Yet come one, come all, the Ides of March are a consolation. Our heroes most splendidly and gloriously achieved everthing that lay in their power.”

	44
	Denounces Marc Antony in a series of speeches – the Philippics

	43
	Marc Antony’s men hunt down and assassinate Cicero


