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PRIMARY SOURCES

On the Second Samnite War, 328-302 BCE:

Livy History of Rome 9.38.2

At about this same time (310 BCE) a Roman fleet commanded by Publius Cornelius, whom the senate had put in charge of the coastal area, sailed to Campania. It came ashore at Pompeii, and the marines set out to plunder the territory of Nuceria. They quickly reduced the area from which they could easily retreat to the ships, but the booty was so enticing that they eventually went too far and aroused the enemy. When they were roaming through the fields they met no resistance, although they could have been slaughtered, but when they were marching back in a careless line and had almost reached the ships the locals attacked, stripped them of their booty, and even killed some. The many who survived the slaughter were driven back to the ships in a panic.

On the Social War, 90-88 BCE:
Appian Civil War 1.39, 50 

1.39. When the revolt broke out [sc. in Asculum] all of the peoples in the vicinity revealed their preparations for war, Marsi, Paeligni, Vestini, Marrucini. Next came the people of Picentia, the Frentani, the Hirpini, the people of Pompeii and Venusia, the Apulians, the Lucanians, and the Samnites. All of these peoples had been disaffected before...They sent ambassadors to Rome. Their complaint was that they had cooperated in all ways with the Romans in the development of their empire but were not deemed worthy of Roman citizenship. The Senate responded quite harshly, saying that they would receive an embassy if the Italians repented of what they had done, but otherwise not. Rejecting all other options the Italians continued their preparations.
1.50. [In 89] Sulla was camped in the hills near Pompeii. In his contempt for the Romans Lucius Cluentius pitched his own camp only 600 yards away. Not about to put up with the insult, Sulla attacked Cluentius without waiting for the troops who were out foraging. At first he had the worst of it, and retreated, but when he was reinforced by his foragers he turned Cluentius back. Cluentius moved his camp away for the moment, but returned when his numbers were increased by the arrival of some Gauls. When the two armies were about to engage a Gaul of enormous size rushed forward and challenged any Roman to single combat. When a short fellow from North Africa killed him, Cluentius' Gauls were panic-striken and fled. The rest of his line dissolved and headed in disorder for Nola. Sulla followed. About 3000 were killed en route. At Nola only a single gate was opened lest the enemy should rush in with them, so about 20,000 more were killed outside the walls. Among them was Cluentius, who fell fighting. (The next chapters describe Sulla's methods for subduing rebel towns in southern Italy. Nothing more is heard of Pompeii, which seems to have escaped the worst consequences of Sulla's attention. In order to break the revolt Rome eventually granted Roman citizenship to the citizens of the towns of Italy). 

Velleius Paterculus Histories 2.16.1-2

The most famous Italian leaders were these: Silo Popaedius, Herius Asinius, Insteius Cato, C. Pontidius, Telesinus Pontius, Marius Egnatius, Papius Mutilus. Here I will not let modesty diminish the glory of my family's name: in saying that much credit must be given to the memory of Minatius Magius of Aeclanum, my own grandfather, I say no more than the truth. He was the grandson of Decius Magius, a leading man in Campania, both famous and honorable. Minatius showed such loyalty to the Romans in this war that he mustered a legion among his people [the Hirpini] and joined Titus Didius in the occupation of Herculaneum, and Lucius Sulla in the siege of Pompeii and the capture of Compsa. Several historians preserve the record of his virtues; the account in the Annals of Q. Hortensius is particularly vivid. The populus Romanus showed their gratitude for his loyalty by a personal grant of citizenship, and by electing his sons to the two of the six annual praetorships.

Orosius Anti-Pagan History 5.18.22

In 89 BCE a Roman army was on its way to lay siege to Pompeii. One of Sulla's subordinate officers, the ex-consul Postumius Albinus, was a man of intolerable arrogance and had so aroused the hatred of his soldiers that he was stoned to death. Sulla called the gods to witness that a citizen's blood could only be expiated by that of the enemy. His conscience-ridden army entered the battle thinking for each of them the outcome had to be victory or death. 18,000 Samnites were killed in that battle.

Cicero in defense of Sulla 60-62 (Perseus; Latin)

[60] But now, as to what he adds, that the inhabitants of Pompeii were excited by Sulla to join that conspiracy and that abominable wickedness, what sort of statement that I am quite unable to understand. Do the people of Pompeii appear to have joined the conspiracy? Who has ever said so? or when was there the slightest suspicion of this fact? “He separated then,” says he, “from the settlers, in order that when he had excited dissensions and divisions within, he might be able to have the town and nation of Pompeii in his power.” In the first place, every circumstance of the dissension between the natives of Pompeii and the settlers was referred to the patrons of the town, being a matter of long standing, and having been going on many years. In the second place, the matter was investigated by the patrons in such a way, that Sulla did not in any particular disagree with the opinions of the others. And lastly, the settlers themselves understand that the natives of Pompeii were not more denuded by Sulla than they themselves were. [61] And this, O judges, you may ascertain from the number of settlers, most honourable men, here present; who are here now, and are anxious and above all things desirous that the man, the patron, the defender, the guardian of that colony, (if they have not been able to see him in the safe enjoyment of every sort of good fortune and every honour,) may at all events, in the present misfortune by which he is attacked, be defended and preserved by your means. The natives of Pompeii are here also with equal eagerness, who are accused as well as he is by the prosecutors; men whose differences with the settlers about walks and about votes have not gone to such lengths as to make them differ also about their common safety. [62] And even this virtue of Publius Sulla appears to me to be one which ought not to be passed over in silence;--that though that colony was originally settled by him, and though the fortune of the Roman people has separated the interests of the settlers from the fortunes of the native citizens of Pompeii, he is still so popular among, and so much beloved by both parties, that he seems not so much to have dispossessed the one party of their lands as to have settled both of them in that country.
Tacitus Annals 14.17 (Perseus; Damon CL36, Amherst)

Sub idem tempus levi initio atrox caedes orta inter colonos Nucerinos Pompeianosque gladiatorio spectaculo quod Livineius Regulus, quem motum senatu rettuli, edebat. quippe oppidana lascivia in vicem incessentes probra, dein saxa, postremo ferrum sumpsere, validiore Pompeianorum plebe, apud quos spectaculum edebatur. ergo deportati sunt in urbem multi e Nucerinis trunco per vulnera corpore, ac plerique liberorum aut parentum mortis deflebant. cuius rei iudicium princeps senatui, senatus consulibus permisit. et rursus re ad patres relata, prohibiti publice in decem annos eius modi coetu Pompeiani collegiaque quae contra leges instituerant dissoluta; Livineius et qui alii seditionem conciverant exilio multati sunt.

Seneca Natural Questions 6.1.1-3 (Latin Library; Damon CL36, Amherst)

[1.1] Pompeios, celebrem Campaniae urbem, in quam ab altera parte Surrentinum Stabianumque litus, ab altera Herculanense conueniunt et mare ex aperto reductum amoeno sinu cingunt, consedisse terrae motu uexatis quaecumque adiacebant regionibus, Lucili, uirorum optime, audiuimus, et quidem hibernis diebus, quos uacare a tali periculo maiores nostri solebant promittere. 

[1.2] Nonis Februariis hic fuit motus Regulo et Uerginio consulibus, qui Campaniam, numquam securam huius mali, indemnem tamen et totiens defunctam metu, magna strage uastauit: nam et Herculanensis oppidi pars ruit dubieque stant etiam quae relicta sunt, et Nucerinorum colonia ut sine clade ita non sine querela est; Neapolis quoque priuatim multa, publice nihil amisit leuiter ingenti malo perstricta: uillae uero prorutae, passim sine iniuria tremuere.

[1.3] Adiciuntur his illa: sexcentarum ouium gregem exanimatum et diuisas statuas, motae post hoc mentis aliquos atque impotentes sui errasse ....

� The texts of Livy, Appian, Velleius Paterculus and Orosius included here were translated by C. Damon, � HYPERLINK "http://www.amherst.edu/~classics/class36/" ��CL36 Pompeii and Herculaneum�, Amherst College, F’02.
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